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ges and Viciſſitudes, with their ſe- | 
VvVeral Events, whether proſperous ot | 

adverſe, whilſt in this mortal Body. | 
1 Alſo I have labour d to diſcover the 
= way wherein this Aſſurance may be | | 
attain d, which is Dilgence in | 
we; 2nd in much Affection, ac- 
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A recommends the 

nc ot any Religion to the Sons 
— Mew, the Go 

of ew... its Laws, and the Greatneſs 
e Rewards. Herein the Chriſtian Religion 
embrace þ a; chers, and is moſt worthy to be 

embrac d both on the account of the Purity. of 


its Precepts, and t AS, 
ch it beſtows on them. 1 


Hh © 15 3 Religion) ſays, Her Ways are W, 2 
 Pleaſamne % "and all her Paths are Peace. 3 5 
bBeſto ws Riches, gives Lepgth of Days, advan- - 
ces to Honour, and is a Tree of Life to all — 
that embrace and retain} her, as Prov. 3. 16, 17, 
18. A firm Belief whereof is an, i to make 


= - usdiligentinthe Work of Reli 294 Godli- 
1 a HH) ſibce Pilig nce Virtue will be 

td in this Life v ne- of Glory, 
_—*” - as our Text informs us. 

I., be ͤ§Author of this Bpm is ge general con- 
A cluded to be St. paul, who was a Man of ſtrong 
Aff tien to thoſe of "bis: own Nation; and tho 

dess ordain'd and call d to preach the Goſpel _ 
among the Gentiles eſpecially, yet to evidence 
the Reality of his Love to his Countrymen, 
forwwrhofe fake he cowd (if poſſible) even have. 
_wiſh'd himſelf accurs'd from Chriſt, he directs 
this Epiſtle to the 1a Hebrews, with de- 
! 3 ſign to convince and ſatisfy. em that they were 
_—  noLofers by their —— 1 5 and de⸗ i} 
—_ . : in Jeſus: The Objettions againſt w. ich 
—_ u in ſnewing em that the great Deſign 
Sf % Law, and the whole Oeconomy of 
it, was te bring 'em to Chriſt, the Truth and 
1 Subſtance of all its Types and Shadows, which 
— were tobe us'd only till the End and Abroga- 
ion of that Conſtitu tion, vu, when Chr 
= coming inthe Fleſh, and offering himſelf a Sa- 
3 _ eviſice for Sin, the Shadows would end and ter- 
minate in him, the Subſtance of em all. They 
3 ed directly to, and reach'd no further than 
— wart St. e w it 2 School. 
12 er to bring us to Chriſt, w is the End of the 
* — yer” Kae one that . 
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; iſt, he A Author and chief Miniſter of: it. $ 4 
"Eſt, In his Perſon. and Nature; Who therein 
by excels the bleſſed Angels, being made ber- 
ter than they: for He alone was pr Arighroſs Bb. 1 

| of his Father's Glary and the expreſs Image of his 4 5. 
Perſon. To Him"enly (and not to-any of the _ A 
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8 for dem to as 
ö away 3 nor to make perfect thoſe for nm 
_ they were offer d. But there was Virtue and 1 
. Merit in that Sacrifice which Chriſt offer d; for by” £ 4 
' by one e, he bimſelf perftctad for ever them er. 8 
1 5d. os Te Interceſſion for 
us, which is — leſs uperiour to that of the 
High, Prieſts under the Law. 2 went once 
ceyery Year into the Holy of Holys with the 
1 of Bulls and Goats, and the like, to 
make Interceſſion for their own Sins, and — 
the Sins of the People. But he is enter'd into 
Heaven it ſelf with his own Blood, Which fils 
both Heaven and Earth with the Tweet-Odour - . ..* 
and Savour of it. Arguments drawn from the 1 
Virtue and Merit of his Blood, are pleaſing; to 
God and profitable to Man; for thereby he has 
obtain d Eternal Redemption, Hed. 9. 4- compar'd OY 
with the 12th Verſe.: (3.) In the Covenant 
which he ſettled and- eſtabliſh'd in his Nod, 
of which Covenant he is worthily ſtil'd the Me- 
diator; and this Covenant is truly {aid to be a 
better Covenant; as. it conſiſts of better 7 
e Torrey 8 * 8. 6, 8 th 
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dow the Chriſtian Religion being valuable 
above, and to be embrac'd before all others, as 
beneficial to Men; and propoſing ſo excellent a 
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Reward to em; no wonder he puts em upon 
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the Enjoyment of Goſpel- Grace and Privileges, 
=— afterwards have either walk'd unſutable to, or 
— - fallen from that Grace and Favour they were 
— - takeninto. And that the State of ſuch is very: | 
3 deplorable, appears not only from the Impoſſi- 
daiÿlity (or Difficulty at leaſt) that there is in 
Per. 3, 5,6. renewing ſuch by Repentance, who ſin ſo hei- 
=_ nouſly.againſt the Perſon and Grace of Chriſt; 
_—_ butalſothat in caſè ſuch be not rènew'd by Re- 
_—. * pentance, they will be inevitably rejeed of God, 


=_ „ and in the end caſt into the Fire kindled by his 
_ flaming Wrath and Diſpleaſtre. There is no 
_ & Hb. 2.3. eſcaping, we neglect ſo great Salvation as is 

purchas'd by Chriſt, and propos'd to us in the 
So ſpel, to make us fruitful -in Righteouſneſs 
Aud Holineſs. But if under the fructifying In- 
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fluences of Goſpel-Grace, we remain harren 

ene * - ip "OM | 
and unfroitful, it will not be long before he'l _ © 
cut us down as cumbering the Ground, and caſt, - _ 
us into the Fire: For as the Earth which drinks in ver. 7.8 
the Rain that comes often upon it, and brings foreign, 


mY Bleſſing, from G od 0 that which bears Thorns and. © 4 - 
Briers is rejeſted and nigh unto curſing, whaſe End, > 

i to be burned. But tho it be thus with ſuch as ẽ ³ ü 
baſely deſert Goſpel- Grace and Ser vice (the ge 
lief whereof is enough to ſtrike the Conſcience _— 
with an Awe of oſſending, and to engage eve- _ .. 
ry thinking Perſon to labour diligently to bring 
forth Fruits anſwerable to the Grace of W 8 
beſtew'd on him) me on the contrary God will __ =: _— 
certainly be mindful of, and plentifully recom- —_ 
penſe with Salvation the Labour of ſuch as are 1 
. diligently employ'd in the Affairs of Religion, 
* of which number the Apoſtle (at leaſt in a 
Judgment of Charity) judges theſe Hebrews tio 

2c; and for their Encouragement and Comfort, _ » 
; thus addreſſes himſelf*o *em : But, Beloved, we. 
aire perſuaded better things of you, and things that 
; ' accompany Saluntion, tho we thus ſpeak. For God 
2 is not unrighteous to forget your Work and Labour 
of Love, which ye have ſhew'd towards his Name, 

in that ye have miniſter' d to his Saints, and do mi- 1 
niſter. Now ſince Salvation is propos'd as the „ 
End of our Chriſtian Courſe, the Expectation . _ 
thereof is ſurely ſufficient to move us with our =, "= 

utmoſt might to abound in all Virtue and dd... 

neſs; and this is what the Apoſtle earneſtly x, ² 

preſſes the believing Hebrews to ia our Text; + -:&, i 

And we deſire that every one of you do ſhew the 

ſame, Diligence to the full Aſſurance of Hope to the _ f 

End. As if he had faid, * As you have alred= © a= 

« dy expreſs d your Love to God by a diligent,  -  * mal 

$&. Attendance upon his Work and Service, ge: , 
n OBS, +, = evi On 
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ny vin and crowd with Glory and — 
| 1 4 25 ; fo we deſire that you do not abate in 


that V6 n Goadpal mill be "4 Tag 


cc Jour Love to God and bis Saints, nor ig. 


„„ put forth all your Strength, and double RN = 


« Diligence, in expectation ot reaping the ef- : 


|: « fed Fruit of Chriſtian, Induſtry, which is 


e the Aſſurance of Hope, and at laſt the Frul- 
« tion of Glory. 


In the Words you have three Parts... SY FT 


, An earneſt and affectionate . or 


Rente: And we deſire every one of You. Where | 


in obſerve, (1,) The Perſons deſiring, viz, St. 


Paul, an affectionate Servant of Chriſt and his 


Churches, perſonatin ng all faithful Goſpel-Mi- 


niſters, in the term (2.) The uſual Man- 


ner in, which Goſpel-Miniſters addreſsd them- 


ſelves to the Churches; and that is in a way of 


loving Requeſts and Intreatys, not exerciſing 


Lordſhip, or domineering over em, not bur- 


dening em with unreaſonable Commands, or 


terrifying em with groundleſs Threatnings. 


. Sometimes when they may juſtly command, 


they chuſe to intreat; and when they are ne- 


ceſſitated to mention the Terrors of the Lord, 
Philem. 8, tis to perſuade Men. They do not ſo much 4 
9.. expreſs their Authority as their Love. Power 

may terrify, but endearing Intreatys will effec- 


tually draw and allure. (3.) The Perſons va] 
intreated, who are the believing MHebrews; 


every one of em; and in them all true Belic- 
vers, of what Rank or Quality, Sex or Nation 


ſoever. © 


, Secondly, We have here the Matter of the 
Requeſt, which is, that they ſhew the ſame Pi- 
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our Eſpouſals ! 


_ Meaſure, make it evident, 
pPreſs it in whatever you do, manifeſt it in all 
Places and in; all Companys, by preventing Sin, 


| whereto no 


Saints of former Ages, and pro 


_ "Chriſtian Induſtry : 60 
deſire of every one of you, That ye be not ſtor h- N * Dn 
=” * but F Followers 1 ow iy: thro F. N . 3 "I ' 


ons ave bern —— bites tht 7 


0 — We muſt do well, and not grow wea- \ Gal 6. * = 


-(2.) Here's the Degree and 


Ach F well- doing ; 
Pitch to which we muſt by diligent, and that is, 
a as diligent as ever. How induſtrious were we 


in our Endeavours to pleaſe God in the Day of 
How 1 do We 
ſeek G04, when quicken'd by a Senſe of our 


| pe ng Wants and Neceſlitys! How reſolute- 


do we encounter Difficultys, when we have 


8 ok Proſpe& and Hope of prevailing ! ! And 


how diligently have we work'd, when by Faith 


we have taken a view of Salvation, the glo- 


Tions Reward and Recomnence of our Labour ! 


Now to continue this 1 is what 1 deſire 


r the ſame in 


of you. And that it may a 
ew it forth, ex- 


g Virtue, in all Dutys to God, to 
to all Men. But leſt the Pitch 
had attain'd:ſhou'd not be r 
nough, to yield em this deſirable Fruit of Aſ- 

tance.; and to the end they may reap a full 


and encourag 
your ſelves, a 


I Crop of it for their Joy and Comfort, he ſets 


before em the Labour and Diligence of the 
ſes to their 
Imitation the Example of fack iy whoſe Diligence 
had render'd em ſucceſsful, and poſſeſs d em 
with the Good of Aſſurance here, and, of Glo- 


ry at laſt. Be not content in the Uſe of your 
preſent Diligence, nor in that which you have 


heretofore expreſsd; but if poſſible, double 
your Diligence, and come not behind any in 
And this is that which we 
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=_ .- 25 + okay or an — ow mths; tis to 
= In continue, vn to the End; that is, to che Bod 
FF Life i in this World. Tho theſe: Terms. fig- 


„ the Apaſtle ſeems to allude to the End of a 
3 N a . © Race, which may agree with the following 
ad or” WH _ Words, compar'd with Heb. 12. 1, 2, 3, GC. 
_ Ps according to this Senſe it imports "their 
= oy 1 nſtant. perſevering, and intimates the Der- 
1 ien to which they, ought to aſpire,” and 
=_  __ which they ſnould attain: yet the Race will not 
_ 'K be finiſh'd while. they live; and therefore I ſay, 
8200 Þ the End ſignifies the End of Life. And that the 
18 * End often intends Death, appears 
"Ie 39-4 4. by David's 98 that God would male bim to 


Numb. 23. that his laſt End migbhi he lite his. So ſoon as 


* 14 die in the Lord; for they reſt from their Labgurs, 
3 ſion, and Hope into a delightful Fruition. 
54g” 8 Ihen our Work ſhall ceaſe, (at leaſt) to be a 
Burden, as is intimated by our Bleſſed Saviour's 


comes when no Man can work. The preſent Life 


-tain than its Continuance? But tho Diligence 


0 


hh perfection and Conſummation, by which” 


ſe . know. his End; by God's Wiſh, that Iſrael were 
- Der. 32. wiſe, to conſider their latter End; and by Balaam's 
29, Requeſt, 10 die the Death of the Righteous, and 


0. codur Breath expires, and our Spirits take their 
_ flight from our pale and trembling Lips, our 
a Br” 5. Chriſtian Iaduſtry will end and terminate. We 
—_ ſhall then be perfectly freed. from Toil and La- 
1 py ig Hence are they pronounc'd Bleſſed: whe» 


Ge. Then 3 ſnall be turn'd into vi- 


bh 4; — 1 ſaying, I muſt work while tis Dy, for the Night. 


is our only Time appointed for working; and 
ho wou'd not be diligent therein, ſince Life at 
8 longeſt! is but ſhort, and dothins, more uncer- 


1 * Wy weil ceaſe to be our Duty, When at Death we 
ME Ke to be Wee oe Fengeher Region 5, t ho 
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A forces on us by the very age 
Argument, vir. that there is no ſuch 
Work and Diligence when we die. -Wharſoeve 
thy Hand nds to do, do e with. thy might": the + 10. 
reaſon is For there id no Wark, Device; Num- 
ledg, nor Wi iſdam in the Grave, whither thau: gorſt. 
And no leſs than this our Bleſſed Lord ſhews bx = 
telling us, that it's he mho endures to the End blat. 2 f 
that ſhall he ſav'd.. Tis the End which crowns 1 * "x 80 * 
the Action- To caſt away our Diligencewhilſt '  _ 
we live, will be to live without Aſſurance; for 21 £2 IM 1 
uſually:our Aſſurance is weaker or ſtronger, ak 
ſwerable to the Diligence we maintain. Thete- 
fore to quit Chriſtian Diligence, will render us 
no leſs fooliſh than the Man who chuſes to wax 
In the dark on the Tops of craggy Rocks and 1 
Mountains amidſt dangerous Precipices, rather . ü 
than to carry a Torch in his hand, by: the =_ 
Light whereof he might have order'd his Steps © ü 
with ſafety. Nor does the Lord require Dili- = 
gence any. longer than we live, to entitle us . — 
to everlaſting Glory; who ſays, Be than faiths f Ker We _ 
Bl unto Death, and I will giue thee a Crown of Life. "> Tem 
Thirdly, Here's an Account whereunto Dili . *M 
gence tends, and that is dire ly to Aſſurance. 3 
He that i 18 moſt active, ſhall be beſt a flur'd. 1 i 135 - 10 
Aſſurance is the certain Fruit of Diligence, 1 
and Chriſtian Diligence ſhall be crown'd. with 


Allancgot nien and Glory.;.. Ins 


The Subject we ſhall. . of. | is had! __ 
Apoſti principally deſigns to promote, in the 
Text, viz. That as Aſſurance of e 1 
Glory is a Bleſſing Propos'd to excite Chriſtians 
to be diligent, ſo it's out of all douht that 
Chriſtian, Diligence is more than a vain and 
4 funk Pen al 275 as it © ſhall ** blew with + 
BT | Aura 


2 
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This Coneluſion offers" to our Conſide.. 
n, , (1 The Duty recommended, viz. Di- 
e. Io, kinds of Diligence to 'the End. 

(2.) The Motive by which tis enfore d, vic. f 
- the full Aſſurance of Hope. 

I confeſs it may ſeem moſt proper that 1 
mould explain the Duty firſt, and then treat 
of the Reward, to induce Chriſtians to practiſe 

the Duty. But Pll take liberty to treat of the 
lat firſt, for divers Reaſons, whereof one is, 
- becauſe 1 deſire to let you ſee how excellent a 
_ thing Aſſurance of Glory is, that ſutable Af. 
fections may be rais'd in your Souls towards it; 
and if that be happily effected, 1 ſhall reckon 
my Work more thi bn half done, and you not. 
bnly almoſt, but altogether perſuaded to prac- 
tiſe a Duty propos'd, in the proſpect and vier 
, of ſo great a Happineſs. 

Now then tis certain that Aſſurance of Hes - 
ven and Glory is a Bleſſing propos d to excite 
Chriſtians to Diligence. Were it not ſo, to 
_ what purpoſe i is ſo great a Happineſs as future 


Glory promis'd? I know no other End of 
Goſpel- Promiſes, than to engage us with Di- 


ligence to obey Goſpel-Precepts, that we may 
take in the Comfort 2 a promis d Glory in the 
Hope and Aſſurance of it. Neither do 1 ima- 
gine that any can diſcourage Chriſtian 'Dili- 
gence, unleſs to the great prejudice of a Holy 
Life, and Indulgerice of Sloth and Impiety, 
things which the Lord hates. But if any ſay, 
our bare Opinion carries no Authority with it, 


7 that affirms muſt prove: I proceed. 


As Life gives Motion, fo tis Hope and Ex- 
tion which quickens Diligence. Take a- 
E 41 Ae oak * clip the Wings of Dili- 
ſoo! Arg and 0 * 

ne 


n 
n 
n 


1 voteſt meg » ong as 25 
n the View of his Lord, and in 
Faith, he nimbly tri d bk 
Waters. The Wo 7 
4 of his 4 * willing to venture; Yo 
N Storm was great, and Waves 4 * 
'd between him and his Saviour, by 
which his 92 cog — — 1. hs 4 IF 
H ij LOOK place, a ee 4 
l Whillt the Sailors were-in Too they Tt 5 
Worked and toil'd: but when all ** was talen Acts 27. 1 
6:44 their Hands grew weak, their Syria a0 Of, .2 
ſank, and their Hearts Wax d faint within em; . 2 18 
who, inſtead of g Paul a Priſoner to _ 
Rome; ſtood. in need o ba miniſtring to rec % 
ver em from that Fecbleneſa, which diſcons ' _ © © 
rag'd Diligence, meet to be us'd by Men ian ſoſ £7 
deſperatea Condition as theirs was. When . 
rael's Hope was loſt, they had no more heart to Ezek, 3 
Work and Duty, than ſo many Men have 11. 
to Motion and Activity. When all rope af 
Good diſappear'd, _ their Hope periſh'd, :..* 
ow were be - — we Reg and a ey — 3 
the Heart breaks. e 
But on the other hand, a 5 Gol! 
challenges and calls for Diligence, and Deſi re 
and Hope lead to Indruſtry: For, after — 
bySin pa made a Forfeiture of all Good, Jod 
graciouſly propos d to him the Bleſſing e 
Bread; wherein are intended all thoſe g 
things which are neceſſary for Man's Accommo- 
dation, during his ſhort and uncertain Life in 
this World. But tho God is ſo liberal to  _ ,,, 
unworthy a W yet he never intended this | # 4 
Proviſion for him, but with deſign'to engage 
ol Digs ne in * PorſaiCof 25 as is moſt 
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y F thou ear Bread. If any 
Words are part of that juſt Sentence which 
Sod pronounc'd againſt Adam. tis true; yet 
we may as truly fay, he gives us a Prophetical 
Accoumt, that of his Goodneſs and Benignity 
he will give Man Bread; and alſo that Man by 
Toil and Labour, even to Sweating, ſhall ob- 
=_ tain his Bread. It was one great part of his 
=. Felicity in Paradiſe, that his Proviſion was pre- 
par d and made ready to his hand, without his 
©. 4:4 contributing thereto by Toil and Labour; but 
de ?tis not fo now: Yet *tis admirable Mercy that 
God tenders him the Enjoyment of all neceſſa- 
ry Bleſſings, on his diligent Endeavor to obtain 
dem, in the uſe of thoſe means by which he has 
determin'd we ſhall come at em, which are by 


* 1 1 ES Aa: wa 7 


Working and Swea ting. 
== And as for thoſe who are indulg'd with the 
hhleſſings of this Life on eaſier Terms than Toil 
—_— _ _-:: and Labour-(cither by the plentiful Inheritan- 
ces of their Anceſtors tranſmitted to em, or 
. otherwiſe) they may remember, that tho by 
ſoo good Providence they are freed from Care, 
pet their Eſtates coſt ſome of their Predeceſſors 
many Thoughts and Cares, much Pain and La- 
bour : So that ſuch are more deeply ingag'd to 
F Divine Goodneſs, who enjoy the Bleſſings of 
1 this Life on Terms ſo eaſy, and ſtand firmly 
> = -oblig'd to exert and imploy their utmoſt Dili- 
N gence, to expreſs their Love and Thankfulneſs - 
-- to God their Benefactor; who, as he has freed. 
em from the Toil of getting their Bread be- 
=—_ fore they eat it, has thereby put into their hands 
the better opportunity to ſerve and glorify 
_ him. Were you in Want, as many are, the 
WE Proſpe& of Gaining would, in all probability, 
ue 15, make you very induſtrious. And this our bleſ- 
or. ſed Saviour teaches in the Parable, where he is 
1 5 * 6 ſpeaking 


a. 
* 4 7 2 5. 8 * 6 ang 8 7 4 


m 
* 1 
2 8 n \; . von : E 
. Me ol 7 . \ 22 N 825 | 
n r r 3 
. 4 be Oh 7. 
7 r 2 


| Gpeakin ow” 4 Man bs loſt one * Mi? ; 
Hundred, his Deſire, of finding ſends him X | 
ſeekit : And the poor Woman, Who. loſt; "2p 
Piece of Silyer, was encourag' d b Js 5 
of finding to ſeek it, and that with Tere „ 
God's Promiſe of Canaan to Iſrael was: nof E 


as if they had nothing to do; but to ſtir ? em... « ., 
to Diligence, and toquicken Induſtry, in in per Z 
forming Dutys, fighting their Enemys, and re- x 
moving 'Ob icles out of their way, which 
might hinder their Entrance into, and role 
ſion of it. Therefore the Dante Spys, after 
they bad found out Laſh, and dlſebverd che 
real "Goodneſs of the Country, return'd to their 
Tribe at Zorah and Eſhtaol, and finding. em idle 
(a Poſture very much unbecoming 4 Peqple 
under their Circumſtances and Expectation) 

| firſt relate to *em the Goodneſs of the Land: 

We have ſeen it, fay they, and behold it is ſo, 


with, deſign to indulge their Sloth, and incou- wh * .X | 
rage dem to fit down ſhort of the Good Land, — 


there is no want of any thing that is good in _— 
the Earth. And thus. propdſing a very defira-, _—_ 


ble Inheritance to?em, they EXPECT em to act 

as becomes Men under wt an Inducement; 70 
Ariſe, that ye may go up againſt em. Are ye ſtill; Judg. 18. 
Be not othful to goin and poſſe fs the Land. 1 A9, 10. 
gain, the « Certaliity of this is evident, in that if 
Hrael, after they were enter d into the good. Ts 


; perverſly, neglect their Duty towards their” 3:0 


God, and by turning Idolaters, or becoming o- 


therwife vile and wicked, cart y it unworthy of, 2 -+ 9 11 


ſo great Goodneſs as was beftow'd on bf 

then the Lord in Judgment would not fail wh 
caſt *em out of that good Land, and diſinhetit 
dem: for tho Mae Would be et Children and peu 4 4. 
Childrens Children, "or remain * * in, tbe Lav 
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o pro jp ys then 2 ſhall > | 
3 22.5 al yer om off the good L 
I Their Tring villity Ay be cut 9 
dor g prolong their Days, but 174 Lord 
=. mou roy. *em. If a circumcis'd and cho- 
= en If atbite Nin be no more e to 15 — 
_ N God under the Ties of his great 
Fer. an Heathen and idolatrous IT: is, he ll 
is 25, 26. in Diſpleaſure deſtroy the one as well as the o- 
der. 8. cher. F theſe forget the Lord thy God, and wall 
= 18 20. er hr Coke, and 7 the Lord teſtifys 
ſhall f 427540 even . 4s the Nations. 
1 a . . ſhalt 
> „ becauſe Ad wm not 9 to 
. "of the Lord their God. 60 
94154 1 W the Intendment of God, in giving | 
fuel an earthly Canaan, was to 11 ob- 
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rvant, diligent in his Service, and Sr 3 „ 
Pleaſe him; much more is the Celeſtial 
' . oy £ Felicity of that bleſſed Region, propos'd, 
= 16 With deſign that we ſhould ſhew forth our ut- 
1 tho Diligence to make it ſure. As *tis the 
=  _ © preteſt Good, fo twill not be ſecur d by the 
= = fleepy Prayers, idle Wiſhes, and faint Endea- 
vors of Nothful Perſons 3 but by Diligence in 
5 a violent encountring all Enemys, a re- 
lte poſing and breaking thro all interpo- 
FEM ſing Di 5 5 Of all Intereſts that of future 
__— 7. 'Glotyis moſt to be regarded, even that which 
_ R—_ St. Peter above all lers recammends to us: 
= 2 Per. 1. Wherefore the rather, Brethren, grove all Diligence 
1 10, * to male your Calling and Election ſons 3 fer ſoan. 
133 Entrance ſhall he miniſtred abundantly amto you - 
MR 4 et C Lm of « our Lord and Sue. 
= "I *» . ore” ee” 21 em, 'be will Not be Lad 1 
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Gas, mention'd in the Parable of the Ta- Mar. 2.ñ.¼ 


to put. em in remem 
mind the things before: 
ing and growing in Faith, 
mperance, A Godlinels,  Brotherly = 
Kindneſs and Charity. | OATS. _ k 
chers, having eue Queſtion; an-. _ + 
ded to him, viz. Are there few that Fa be Luke 196 
av'd did not ſatisfy the. Curioſity of the 2. 
Queriſt, in telling him of any Number, more 1 
or leſs, of them who ſhall be fav'd, Which cen. 
cerns not the Knowledg of Mortals; but ne 
puts him, together with them who heard him, 
upon the uſe of Means neceſſary to their- being. == 
' ſome of that Number. There fe his Reply iz, WM 
Strive'to enter in ae the ſtrait Gate; foy — Tve. 24. :"S ig 
7s unto you, will ſeek to enter in and ſunt rior be _ 
e. Strive as in an Agony; a careleſs i 
ing 2 not ny 2 be 7 4 The = 
ame Deſign our Lord woul IK LS 

atk ti pits Men the vaſt Treafires of ths. 


leats: When he had deliver'd 'em to his'own 145 . 4 5 
Servants, he takes his Journy, and after a 
1 to take an account of the Uſe and- 


ſuch 8 dad diligentiy . dem he Win 


commended and rewarded, receiving **m'with . © 
SWELL DONE good and faithful Krug vs, 
enter into the Foy of your Lord : But as for the © 
Servant who had 4 only careful of his Mak 8 


ter's Talent, to keep it that he might have 
render his Lord his own at his Coming n _ 
is more than many inconſiderate Perſonsin'our © : = 
Days think of) yet for want of Diligence to 1 
uſe and improve the ſame, how did he lie one we 1 
to his Lord's Cenſure and juſt Fake 
WI 1 * * * keird bim, 2 


5 9 es 5 


of ES Boo! . Pace; ; adding... Bin. bin 
thing: and Foor, and caſt 1 Darkneſs. 
| Men have their Hands at liberty now, but 
E ” Then they will be bound for ever. Were theſe 
_ things duly conſider'd, ſure there would not 
de ſcchlarim, profuſe and prodigal abuſing and 
WwWiu,aſtiog our Lord s Goods, as there is at this 
day in * World. What Condemnation and 

. ©  c + Miſery will they lie open to, who come ſo far 
—_  - „the flothful Servant, as to ſeem care- 
3 . ho they may ſinfully make away their 
Tlͤ0occs Treaſure, applying their Time and 
3 Fate asthe;Generality of Men do, in pur- 
—_— uing-the Luſts and Pleaſures of this World; as 
it their Wiſdom and Happineſs: conſiſted in 
„ 1 icking more ſtrongly" againſt their Lord, by 


much the more kind and generous he is in 
his Goodiieſs towards em? If ſuch Men fall 
into Miſery, they will then be convinc'd, with 
every {lothfal Profeſſor of Religion, that their 
. Kuin is chargeable on, and wholly. owing to 
tzeir want of Diligence in the Dutys of Reli- 
gion and Godlineſs; and then twill be too 
te to mend Matters which are amiſs. It re- 
mains: only for ſuch to lie down in Hell. But 
_ Oh! who can lie down in the devouring 
_ ue Blanc? ?. Who can dwell with- everlaſting Burn- 
_ inge? hut tho Wickedneſs and Unprofitable- 
3 ness will thus end to the Terror of ſuch as will 
=o enen not be reform'd; yet as Chriſt will come again 
bdbuor ſuch Purpoſes as are beforemention'd, ſo 
EL. IN for the Comfort and Encouragement of the 
—_ | uly. pious and induſtrious. The Apoſtle Pe- 
= net, 3. ter 18728 forth his Confidence of 4 nem Heaven 
1. d nem Earth to be reveal'd then; and in aſ- 
=_ - farance. hereof he preſles the Saints to Dili- 
Ver. 24. gence, That they may be found of him without Spot 
1 24 . Thus, WI, wege In- 
N ances | | 
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POR of 1 10 King, From white Res; a © 
and the Nature of the thing, tis ſufficiently. 
evident, that Aſſurance of pris 


it ariſes,” "that if we want it, we may. know p 
Ki - to ſeek it. 


Dr Ss 


| mach a as think they haye it may by the mot 
king. Rules know. whether! it | 25 the right 1 


moye ſuch as want it to ſeck it, and induce fn 
as have it to prize and keep it, as alſo ſome Di- 


rance is, and that *tis attainable by Chriſtians. 


Tp ird. Sometimes tis call'd the Aſſurance of 


full Aſſurance of Faith. Faith does not only ap- ** 


Palit e ne of Haeres end Havploahs.” Pg 
; RL "_ . in an . of I ny, and. TY. 
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ineſs and Glo- 

Ty pd "wy to excite Quitans 50 N * 

Ps proceed. to ler vou, 3 

, „ What this Aſurancei iy that we ma 

not be 'miſtaken j 

that it is attainable by 8 | n 
Secondly, What the Grounds are © w nich 


What the Propertys of it are, "that N 


Fourthly, l'll then give . Arguments to 


i 3 and then Pu proceed to the Duty it : | 
elf. 


I begin with ſhewing, Firſt, What this Al- 


This Aſfurance is variouſly ſtibd by the Holy 
Shoſt, wherewith the ſacred Penmen were in- 


Faith; 3 Let us draw near (ſays the Apoſtle) ind 10 


prehend the tranſcendent Excellency of Glory, © 
as being the Evidence of Things not ſeen; but it nab. . 
believes the Truth an Certiinty of its Being, 
and is therefore call'd the Subſtance"of Things 

hey'd for. Sometimes tis ſtil'd the Aſſurance of Col. 2+ 24 
Knowledg or Underſtanding. The Soul of Mann 
is a reaſonable and under ding Being, What N 
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4.0 Aſſurance, ry 9 
' but * Faith On . 
ul Aſſurance 


N And e 75 . 
37. 1 , 8 in the ; 
endin by Faith 8 


0 Glory Rk the enge made} in io the Sacred | 
Serip rures, an 1 Dir ed of - Right 


nd. Title 15 eter om 190 C 


t, waits. dili eatly and tient! to | 
5 the Pollo of it: 75 10 825 2 
5 Frame, it may be call the: Aſſura 
e.. . 
But more particularly "this ns is, 

1. A firm Perſuaſion of . Mind of the Ttuth 
and Certainty of Things hop'd and look d far. 
"Tis the Settlement of a pious Soul, in an un- 
ſhaken Confidence and ſtedfaſt Belief of the Re- 
ality of unſeen Things, and the Certainty of 
Heaven, with the bleſſed Proviſions there made 

to feaſt, and eternally ſolace the ſincerely God- 

Hs 1y, who alone muſt be the Inhabitants of that 
- 7" Ai bleſſed Region. Aſſurance, I fay, is a firm and 
EH. 958 Belief of Heaven and Glory, accom- 

. ny'd with a ſolid and clear Perſuaſion of our 

Nie t to it, thro Faith in, and Conformity to, 

„ hriſt jeſus; quietly waiting for the ſame, in a 

E diligent doing and patient ſoffering the whole 
Win . 

Ik §once the Devil can perſuade us to believe : 
tdttkere is no God, that Heaven is but a Fiction, 
= "and the Happineſs and Glory of it is Fable and 
M _ _ ,__ Romance; the Sinews of our Diligence will be 
_ cut, and Hope will be laid a gaſping and lan- 
2 Sailing: For what can move us to uſe Dili- 
= | nce t obtain a thing, which in our Judgmeat 
. 1 no Exiſtence, but what, as the Atheiſt 
» A A LY, Fit, a Crazy 11 
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ok Atheiſm; of which there are divers Degrees 


1 ſcarce. believe any Man can poſſibly come, 


Heart, there is no God - He has ſaid it in is 
Hear t not with his Tongue; ' he hop es there 00 . cf K. 


tertains not ſuch a ſenſe of God in his Heart 
as might curb and reſtrain him from his 9 uy 


But as he is guilty who denys the wang even 


= denying him to be what the Excellency of his . $0 


pleaſure in Iniquity, and is like them whoſe 1 ' 
Iy Pleaſure lies in committing the ſame? Some a 
ſuch there were, of whom David ſpeaks (Pſal. 
50. 21.) and are there not many now who dance 


| who deny the Omniſcience of God, doin Rafe + 
things in the dark with the Antients o 


* 


common this ſecrEt Principle in the Hearts f 
ge than they Imagine, A Man may profeſs . 
o_ be a Worſhipper of God, and yet be guilty x 


ee of , wo 3 
he... „ 
. 4 K a w= N 
e „ * * 
2 IJ 8.” ; 4 * : #% Fe | _ js 
L M3 we ; 23 Fe _ þ 
1 2 #4 < «a N * FA. 555 1 2 
©. ns „ 3 


* WS >. > = 1 

Te, — 8222 — 29332 I * a 2 224 PROS — CT 
$3.55 2 2 * 1 & 4 n 3 2 _ el 1 BT Put F-..- 

. ; hy > 1 * — — — PE 33 7 * —— 


4 * 1 


IS 3 


and in ſome of em we may be guilty. A 
Man is not only ch 


+ ly chargeable with Atheiſm who 
tral the Being of God, which is the moſt 
grols and abſolute Atheiſm, a Degree to whict 
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as openly and publickly to aſfert, as the Senti — 
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ment of his Soul, that there is no Gd. e 
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. "David tells us, The Fool has ſaid in 


. A - S % : . 
5 4 1  . 
1 . ? '3 "may 
. » - "ny 
' |; _ 18 
* * * * 4 


$ none, and wiſhes there may be none. He en- 


tuous and ſenſual Courſe, yet he does not pub. 
lickly aſſert and openly affirm there is no lt 


ſo is he who denys the Providence of Gd. 
whereby he inſpects and looks into the Hearts? 8 
and Actions of Men, and governs all Perſons _ 
and Things as he pleaſes; or who endeavours _ 
to rend from him any of his bleſſed Attributes 


Nature declares him to be. What ſay you of © . 
them who deny his Holineſs, and think he his © - 


9 ; of *. 1, 
after their Pipe? Or what ſhall we judg of them + 3 
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© The Nature of Aſſure _ 
i the Chambers of their Imagery, of which 
they would be aſham'd if Men ſaw them; And 
the Cauſe of all theſe their Abominations is 
their Atheiſm; for, ſay they, The Lord ſees » 
not, the Lord bas forſaken the Earth. © 
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Now as many deny the Being of God in his 
Holineſs and other Perfections, ſo there are. 
many who believe Heaven and the Happineſs 9 
of it to be but a Dream, the Reſult of our own 
4 deluded Fancys; of which ſort, beſide the A- | 
"+ ' Theiſts, are they who deny the Reſurrection f èʒ 
I þ the Dead, whereof there are many in this day, 
and ſuch as are mighty Pretenders to Religion 
too. And that which is conſequent thereto, is 
not only a Denial of a future State in Heaven 
and Glory, but Liberty to gratify our ſenſual 
Appetites, and a living as we liſt :' for thus the 
cor. 15. Apoſtle argues, F there be no Reſurrettion, let us 
IF, og eat and drink, for to morrow we die; q. d. Let 
us walk after our own Counſels, act according 
to our own Dictates, purſue our Pleaſures, — 
take our Fill of a voluptuous Life; let us live 
as the Epicure does, and never deny our ſelves 
any thing for the ſake of Virtue, or on the ac- 
count of a future Reward : It's all one, we die 
and go to the Duſt, and there we remain. As t 
there is no account to be made after Death, ſo 
there is no Hell to puniſh the Wicked, nor | 
Heaven to reward the Virtuous; there's no ä 
Happineſs to be enjoy'd beyond the Satisfac- | 
tions of this preſent Life; we ſhall not be ſen- 
| 
| 
( 
e 
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ſible of any thing after Death. This andvſuch 
like is the Language of them who fay, the 
Dead riſe not, and are thereupon void and de- 
ſtitute of all Hope and Aſſurance of future 
J 5 
21. As tis a ſtable Belicf of the Certainty, ſo 
tis a ſtrong ad confident ExpeRation of the 


* 
4 1 
7 5 . , 
£ 3 * 
. of 5 A 7 
- £ #, * 7 
a Dy Re 1 . a p 8 
* C T4 2 F , 5 ab 5 N 
TY - 2 * n * £ ; % 
ö * A; * 1 * 
722 * 1 » 1 * . * 
2 - P n ; A. .. + 4 
P , 1 A * Bo, 
1 T7 
- 


; The New: bf 4 3 w 
Glory: FOR Happineſs reſerv'd/in-Heaven for as. 2 


your Wants. From him we ſhall have Grace to + 
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"Tis the Settlement of a believing Soul in a * 
patient Waiting, to enjoy the Good hop'd for. 
As it believes there is ſuch a Place as no 
and a State of Glory, ſo the Soul is confident” 
that it's a Place prepar'd, an Inheritance reſerv'd- 

for him, and therefore is always looking for it, 
as St. Jule ſpeaks, with carneſt Deſire of it; ; Jude 21. 99 
which Deſire is expreſt in ſuch Terms as theſe: a = 
Oh when will my Beloved come! My Soul longs” #. 
for thee !! Make haſt, my Beloved! Skip away Pal-53-1- 
like the Roe or young Hart upon the Moun- N 9. 
rain of Spices. Be more ſwift than the Cha- 

riots of Aminadab. Oh, when ſhall the ſable 
Curtain be drawn, and my Soul ſettled in the 
eternal View of thy Face and Glory! When 

ſhall I be taken into the Joys of thy Preſence, de * 
lodg'd in thy Embraces, and fatisfy'd in reap- 

ing the Fruits of. everlaſting Love? This is all 

my Deſire, ſays an aſſur d Soul. And as his 

Deſire is thus earneſt, ſo he patiently waits 
with an humble Confidence and firm Hope © © - 
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obtaining it at laſt : For we know, ſays St. Paul, 2 Cor. *r J. 
that we have a Building of God, a Houſe not made 1 
with Hands, eternal in the Heavens; ; and that _— a, 


there is an Inheritance incorruptible, reſers/d for 1 et. i. 4. _ 
us And not only ſo, but in the mean Wwhile 
we ſhall have all our Wants ſupply'd, according 1 
to that of the Apoſtle, My God ſhall ſupply all OY W 


relieve and help us in every time of need, who will yey.z. 16, 
withhold no good thing, whether of Grace or pfgg. 11: . 
Glory, but will guide us with his Counſel, till he pl. „ 9 
receiue us to Glory. This I conceive to be Aſſu "* 
rance of Hope, and is indeed the higheſt Pitch 
of 1 N 2 5 we are N oe"! in this 


if the Fault honed our dung 9 appear be- 
| yond contradiction, in conſidering, FRG 
. The Goodneſs of God in I 
Scriptures, which are a perfect Draught of his 
J aracter of Himſelf, at a migh+ 
ty Expredlion of his Love to us. Were it 
4 — theſe ſacred Lines, we ſnhould de poring 
in the dark even at Noonday, and never come 
8 to any certainty; neither ſhould we be able to 
; make any true Judgment of our o.＋]n State and 
bt ng Condition, nor diſtinguiſh”: rightly] between 
things which differ. 57 them the Simple are 
enlightaed, the Ignorant. are inſtructed, the 
Erroneous are convinc'd, the Wavering are fet- 
_thed, the Diſconſolate are comforted ; By them 
Error is detected, Doubts: reſoly'd, Fears re- 
mov d, Truth diſplay d, Faith ſtrengthen d, 
and Hope confir Meere it not for/this fa-: 
cred Touchſtone of 25 Scriptures, we might 
eaſily be impos d on by the Devil, and thaſe 
who lie in wait to deceive,” We might take 
- Counters for Gold, Confidence for Hope, and 
a carnal preſumption for Chriſtian Aſſürance z; 
; = obtaining which God in pure Kindneſs bas 
».:.- ven us his Scriptures," that we might believe 
| John: 20, the Truth, and in beliews; - might bave Eternal 
31. Life : and not only Eternal Lite hereafter, bur 
I the Comfort of it here in the Aſſurance of it. 
kes For, as Paul tells us, Whatſoever Things were 
5 1 4 wo written aforetime were written for our Le- . P 
1 7: that we thro Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures 
might haue Hope. And ſays our Lord Jeſus, 
| ohn 15. Tueſe Things have I ſpoken to you, that my 3 
mm might remain in you. To which the Apoſt 
Jh. 1.4. John adds, Theſe Things we write unte you, that 
k. 12. your Foy might be. full. St. Paul pronounces 
= g has 1 to 4 "as Ag OY to * ae 5 
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| anda ute ens and” in kim every. grid 
_ Chriſtian, to remain ſtedfaſt in the Study o* rh 1 
the Scriptures, as they are given 2 Inspiration 2 Tim. $$. 

of Gad, . and are alſo ſerviceable to al good 15 


2 | 5 e of f. = Fathers, There i is a mighty Fulneſs: . 


bee poſſibility of the thing what has a 1 i 6 


1 Doctrine, and beheld his Miracles, than 
which propoſes Salvation as the End of Faith, 


Jacob, 
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: oblige him to ſeck it, ſo he had a Promiſe of 11 


FE 6, I know . lives, and that I Tob 19. b + =. 
bk” 14 ſee. him for Mm ry ſe er ho: his Eyes muſt 1 _ 


into Corruption, and Worms eat and deſtroy 
he ufters the frm Per ſuaſion of 
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s, and able to furniſh us to every go 
„ and make us wiſe to Salvation. And ſays 


iptures. 
Many have attain' d this Aſſurance, — 7 


been, may be. I know not that any were ever 
blelt with a truer Ground of Alfurance, no not — 
thoſe who ſaw Chriſt in the Fleſh, who. 1 N 44 


have who enjoy the Grace of his Goſpel; + UW \ 


nd R upo pon looking for it with good old 

who ſays, Thave waited for thy Saluatiov, „ »n 
0 Tord. 2 erhaps you'T ſay, he he had good reaſon 0 : 62 _ 
for it; for as his. Age and Impotency 5 . Tg 5 


for as of Prince he had and ſhould. eg WH 

Goc Man, And this Promiſe fill'd 

with: Expeations and cans'd- 12 in Conh- 
dence any e to wait for it... I add there- _ 
foxe, the ſame thing is alſo evident from what 
Joh fas, whoſe. Words can be nothing elſe 
t a Stream flowing from this 5 K % 
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and rot in hats oles, tho he muſt fall 2. 


his Body; yet, without Heſitati: n or Scruple, 
in that x - 5 . 1 
F 3 


4 he ſhall 2 his Saviour to his everlaſting | 
<7 e Ce. | Nor! is it lef * 


ith this Groban A Aſi lurance WK 
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| | 2 Cor. u They have 4 Houſe and Building 7 8 * 
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FE nm. 8. for he elſewhere ſays, I am pe 5 of that nei 


E 17-of Jeſus,” being aſſur d that thoſe WhO 


12. 


'T ſhall be ſarisfy'd whey I awake with thy Likeneſ?. 
9 MorevoverSt.' Paul, inferior to none of Thoſe. 
, declares not only his own Hope and 
Confidence, but alſo that'of the Saints in his 

. day; affirming, that tho Troubles and Aﬀic- 
tions attend em whilſt they are in No 284 


made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. be 5 
Knowledg of this fo ſtrongly ingages em in 
the Service of God, that they endeavor to glo- 
rify him both by Life and Death; not valuing, 

tho they be hue Sacrifices for the T eſtimony . 


_ * wit win Wh; v reien with him. The Belie of 

this fills em 525 ourage and Magnanimity, 
and renders em more firm and ſtable under the 

"moſt ſhaking Trials and battering; Perſecutions : 


38, 39. rher Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principa- 
Tirys, no- Powers, nor Things preſent vor Thug: 
0 come, vor "Height, nor Depth, nor — 


#. 


Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from t Love 

þ God which is in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. 
erſuaſion'in the Apoſtle, I conceive, 5 

ſo much from the 1mpoſlibility of their : 


| * 


tion from the Divine Favour, as from their 


own Experience, not only of the Sharpneſs of 
thoſe Per ſecutions which they ſuffer d, and the 
daily Troubles and Affictions which Xl 
em; but alſo of the Power of God, ſtrengthen- 


er. ing and making em more than Conquerors : Fr, 


ſays he, we are kill d all the day long, and- ac 
Counted 4 Sheep for the Slai 175 20 4 1 at is, the 
- things' which. we daily ſuffer are as;cruel 8 
4 © Death it ſelf, yet our Faith remains unſhaken, 
our Hope is firm and 1 (2 . our 1 
re W bet; per d "RY none 
"LL — 85 * V Kh * 
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os, fo G4 one Ft nor another ever 34 8 *. 4 
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44 iger it's the Duty of ® +, © 
every * iter | it and Khor for | Wir — 
it; e st t our coming at it is poſſi- — 
bie. An Impoſſibiliry of the hike would diſ- 
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2 courage and deſtro Rndexvours, and lead us 

; to conclude that all pains are loſt which we 

l take to obtain that which is unattainable. But 
— God never makes that the Duty of his Chile 


dren, which can't be done either by tze 
Strength they have receiv'd, or by the 8 ©. 
they have in rip, in whom, s the Apo ie | * 
ſays, I can do all thin * and among 1 Ho 
things, this is made the Duty of Chriſtians: 2 
Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give diligence to ena. 
make your Calling and Election ſure. But if this gr 
Aſſurance be not attainable, when we have us'd 
our utmoſt Diligence, we loſe our labour; and 
if ſo, how vain was it for the Apoſtle to mak 5 
this Addreſs and woe ai Requeſt to them 
jn our Text, to ſhew Dili e to the full 8 
rance of Hope to the E RIGS 9 
Having thus ſhewn the Nature and Attaina- . 
bleneſs 5 it, we proceed to the ſecend thing, | 
viz. To ſhew you *. * the Grounds are from 
which this Chriſtian Aſſurance ariſes ; that if 
we Want it, we may know where to ſcek it. 
This 1 ſhall do both Negarively and Affirmatively. 
There are, I confeſs, many Springs whence 
ſomething flows which carries a mighty Re- 
ſemblance to this Chriſtian Aſſurance; but all 
is not Gold that gliſters, _ A carnal andground- 8 
; leſt Confidence is at heſt but counterfeit Cod, + * 
Is a bad Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit. 
x nor a 1 Fountain ſend forth clear Fam, | : 
other. good r e da ITY an TS 
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455 you now wh 
re nor the true Grounds whence 11.6 

= - a E 05 Ferſuaſ on and Holy Confdenee ariſe. 
E424 More generally: It atiſes not from a.w * — 
Bſtate and proſperous Condition; f not from 
$ Cros and Kingdoms, Honour. and Dig Ger r 
Peace and Plenty, ſtandigg right in the eyes 
5 Nen, and che good Opinlon of others. "Theſe 
W things and many more à Man may have in this 
Oh World, and pet, with el Rich Man, be. be mile 


er. 1 ally 1 5 


= rable int other, I lift up his Has, 

Teck. 1 for no Man knows cither 0068 or. Evil by be things 

bk. tha arebefrebim. | 
70 "Mare particularly : "Tr 1 IE the 


follogin er ik vey rips oy. and Un- 
„„ at the Soul he wit hou * Kkewledg 
S (as REIN Wiſe War fas 4 Food; Pot: a A 
leg; of it elf is i010 dent. | Tis not 0 n ] 
BB for any on Barth to gain Notions, {6 fubli ne 
a. and clear, of the Nature and Excellencys of God 
= s the fallen Angels had, by thelf bated plac 4 
_  ſonear him 705 in the view of his Divine Ex- 
—_ cellency $i Glory; yet this immediate z 
1 bh tranſcendent . Knowiedg of theirs, could Viele 
em no Aſſurance of coi Wm in mega of 
—_ God, of Security from fallin and becßming 
= Devi As they have found b ns Exp 6 0 8 
4 The Knowledg of God is not always, . 
pany'd with a Converſation ſuted te . 
q ture and Will of God, who is the fue 1155 
= thy Object of our Study and Knowledg. 
_—_—_ when a Man's Knowledg and Practice oe 
= Aid, contfadit each other, what. is he. better 
= * than a Devil in human Shape? For tho 4 
= ,, fays he Knows God, and in Works denies hit, 
he is, whilſt he ſo continues, but ah abomina- 
ble Reprobate. . pale wi, an I confeſs, my rem 
wy hed nd emp ta fi 
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above the Rank x + baſe f. mean . — * 


Bodys, and able to lay open the Myſterys of 


thingewhich human Reaſon in its hightft' Im- 
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what if a Man had as much Knowle 
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What tho a Ian had as much Knowled IR 
as-is requiſite to make him a Phyſician or Phi- 
loſopher, eminent for underſtanding human 


Nature? What if he conld by Aſtronomical = 
Speculations give an exact Relation of the Na- oe 
ture and Motion of Heavenly Bodys, and a 

Account and clear — 9 


11 — 7 4 


provement is capable of reaching o? Lea, Ge 
— ares as the Scribe and. Phariſees had, and +" 
ore, ſo that he could g e a plalu aud . 
ul Expoſition of all:the obſcure Fexts theres 
in, and diſcourſe profoundly of the ys 
3 ES Nlecs of things — 
ophecy, Know things to — N. * HEY 
could make large and eminent Di 1 
the excellent Glory reſerv d? Thi, le my 
as Wind ſwells a — 1 1 cauſe him to 
ll to a mighty big kis on eyes, and . 
thoſe of others; A yet this Knowledg mahxcx - * 
by his Abuſe of it prove but a Snare to 225 3 
kim, as that of the Prince of 34 I. 4 * 10. — 
19 tc are 5 A „ ; 


Phe Scrihet and Wiſe Nen amo 

and the Law of the Ard da with 'm 5; AD ng . 
from the judgment Which God himſelf makes & 
of dem; they were more hrutiſn than the Beaſts Ila. 1. 3. 
and in point of Un 

inferiour to the Fowls of the Air. Nea, what 
tho a Man had all Knowiedg, . e. as compleat = 
as is attainable by human (Teatures, and — : 
2222 pra annie reg in Sor 
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I | %, will (a the Apoſtle 
ws . T 0 * Ma 1 ay. 5 3 
Aga, ſuppoſe a n- on natur 
© Knowledg, which conſiſts in Specul⸗ 

ting in the Head, andattain'd 
dy; then tho he be a mighty Proficient in thoſe 
Sciences which he tas affced to ſtudy ; yet he 
* 2Car-2-14 may be ignorant of the chin 2 of the Sirit of 

0 


rit of God in the Soul. By this the moſt Il- 


Spiritual Things, as the Wiſe and Learned are 
2 times ignorant of; as appears by what 


4 : R 4, 49. the Rulers ar Phariſees helity'd on him #.. But e. 
1 People who know not the Lam are curſel. 


2 Knowledg, was with reſpe& to the Neceſſi BE 
olf Regeneration as blind as a Bat, 4 Perk 
Strang to that without which he could not 
enter ito the Kingdom of Heaven, as appears 
by his Queſtion propounded to our Lord; Can 


born? All Knowledg which transforms not 
l SZ „„ - - indethe Likeneſs of God, and leads not to o- 


more ald or rely'd on (if ever we come to 
vs know the-things of the Spirit, of God, to ſeg 
the Excellency that is in Chriſt and in Holineſs) 

the Epbeſians who. had. us'c 


1 We! ; . Li 1 
50 poem — t 
" * 57 P 


y Art and Stu- 


3 God, and diſcern no more of em than a: blind 
TS Man can of Colours. Theſe are beheld with 
—— another Bye than that wherewith the natural 
' '_ , Man ſees, even by the Illumination of the Spi - 


mergzte cag ſee ſuch Ercellency in, Chriſt and 


iſces ſay on occaſion of the Officers: en- 
tertaining ſome good Opinion 2 Chriſt: : What 
Jh. 5.47, (ay they) are voin -alſq Aecgiv'd Have any | of 


x - Nicademus, a Maſter in Tſrael, and: beyond 
contradiction a Man of great Wiſdom and 


John 3. x, 4 Mun be born when he it old? Can be enter 
3 r e time into his Mother s Wamb, and be 


bey him, is worth nothi 72 and will be no 
(if e 


rance? Who is there that believes not in 8 5 


„% 2p K ð ̃ w ꝗ d ² ³·¹ wm ⁰ðd d ⅛ ͤ K OE eo ² mm ß ̃7—˙Üu-ᷣàBA13᷑ĩ /¾ͤ ̃᷑ĩ· FS 
0 *2+ 1 : = f 5 ; 1 7 ; - : : "4 
2 2 N — 1 


Þ — , 
WET. 
* — * > = 


* 
. 
* Oy 
= — * — py 
wv 7 4 LS _—_— 
SIO. e 


thoſe of Angels, 1 may prove but: De. | 
vils in the end. OO. 8 ww wp 
(2.) Religious Profeſſions and high Pretences _— 
for God-and Chriſt, are not a Ground ſufficient 
to build this Aſſurance of Hope on. Were * 
4 be fur- _ 
earl of Chriſtian Au. 
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this enough, who in Ex 
niſh'd with this choice 
God? Who makes not a ſeemingly devout and fy 
religious Profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, that he liv'd 
a divine and holy Life, that he ſuffer'd under 
Potaius Pilate, that he was crucify'd, dead, 
and bury d for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Juſtification ? But notwithſtanding all this and 
more, what a vaſt number have Damnation in 
pin CharaQers written (as it were) on their 1 
ery Foreheads, becauſe of their Ap! 
ne and abounding Iniquitys? Their | H 
ofeſſions may give em a Name to live, whilſt 3 vol 
at 2 ſame time * are truly dead in Treſ- Erh. 2. a2. 
paſſes and Sins, with the Church of Sardis, of {4 
whom our Bleſſed Saviour from Heaven teſti- ES 
fies, that they had a Name to live, but were dead. Rev, 3. . "= 
A Profeſſion of Chriſt without Conformity to = 4. - 
him, may juſtly make yy. for that cutting 
terrogation of his, Why me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the Runes: 7 ay Few will ſtick 
at Lip-Service z to compliment and ſpeak ex 
cellently of the Name and Dignity of Chriſt, is * 
ſo cheap a Sacrifice, that many will very cheer- 5 
fully offer this to him, who will not take pains FE: 
to mortify one Luſt for his Honour. Without 
great care a Chriſtian Profeſlion will betra 
into Soal-Deception, and make us think better 
of our ſelyes than we ought to think, even 
OO e hat Ay. od 9 * 3 W 
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een tho. perhaps. we 9 Li 772 " 
n OT I, « tho. 4. may de 
ENS i , Rat in our Rxpectation as high as Heaven by 
RR. 5 . th. 2 Profeſſion of Chriſt, 1 it may only tend to make | 
= _ our Fall the greater, our tumbling into the 
= bottomleſs Fit the more violent; 275 cauſe us 
=— 4 33 into the! iſery sof He ll, where 
u. 11. Capernaum; was to be 10 = ae 
3. their eminent Adyantages, unleſs a ſpeedy Re- 
F EY tance and Reformation prevented. ... 
1 | 57 my J Outward and partial Reformatious are N 
r A OS not a ſufficient Ground for this Chriſtian Aſ- WW * 
q rage. I confeſs, to reform our 112 es, And 
| dd amend our Manners, is good and 7 | 
1 And chat ſo excellent a Work may be carryd il + 
1 on in this our Nation with. Succeſs and to a 
| good degree, let Heaven ſtrengthen the Hands 


* A > if! FY 


_ of, our Sovereign Lady the Queen, and ſweetly 
diſpoſe all ſabordinate Magiſtrates under her, 


1 to contribute all they can by an exemplary Life, 
_ -:.: 4 expreſſing 2 juſt and due Indignation againſt al 
F neneſs and Immorality, by a 128 Diſtri- 
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** . e Juſtice, faithfull executing, all good | 
0 Laws made and Provided for r that — 5M At ; 

_ whoſe door will all Outrages 5 05 open Impie- | 
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ttys lie, dince had due care been taken for the 
F Puniſhment af ſuch. Practices, they had gene- 
rally ſpeaking never been attempted, but at 
theirs who bear the Sword in vain? And 
*rwere well if there were not too many ſuch in | 
City and Country, to whoſe Neglects' tis wholly 
owing that ſo little Good is effected by our 
wholeſom Laws, and; that. the Iniquity of con- 
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 temptuans Men appears ſo open in our Age. | 
What pity is it that this is no 6a 2 indulkrionf- | 

Iy endeayour'd, ſince it has been ſo often and IU = 

| Karneſtly eee from the Throne, not i 
oo 8 only by late W whoſe pa” by 
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Majeſty, whom God long preſerve 
Zeal and Afﬀection has She-time after time, in 
her Royal Proclamations, breath u forth her 
piops Delires that Sin may be paziſt d cheſe 
Lands, Which has been the Reproach, and 9 
1 ut Repentanes may de the Nin of r f 
ceſlary, are not enough; becauſe. a Man may _ 
ſometimes xeQify what's amiſs from Neceſſity —« _ "| 
and carnal Inducements, and not from Incl © © || 
nation and Choice. There may till, remain 
the "ame Propenſit as ever, tho. the Ability ' 
to Sin be abated, and the Commiſſion, of it for- - 
born. In ſome. caſes Sin may leave us befſrrree 
we leave Sin; as the Weakneſs attending Old _— 
Age may render a Man more chaſt: The Di  _ *Þ 
treſs of Poverty, or a ſmall Eſtate, may take . «8 
a Man off from riotous Living, and ſinful Rx. M$ 
ceſſes in Eating and Drinking. Again, tempo ß7ßi 
ral Intereſt may ſometimes oblige to Reform. 
tion. A Courtier, rather than forfeit his Ho- ðòͥðtÿ;ß 
nour and loſe his Prince's Favour, will ſtop nn 


© * 
2 * 


the Regency in the Soul. Again, Fear of Pu.. 
niſhment, as well as a Deſire of being accounnnmnmn 
ted Religious, may oblige to Reformation, and . 
ſo maintain a fort, of SanQuty, when. the 8cul!!lñ 
may be full of nothing bat crawling and filthy 


vermin, defiling Luſts, or at leaſt whilſt, it js: f 


void and deſtitute of that Purity and Holineſs 
which is neceſſary to Happineſs. IH We want 
inward Sanctity under the greateſt ſhews of it; 
we ſhall appear in our beſt Dreſs with the Serghes 
and Phariſees, to be but painted Set q 
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und ſuch as ſeek only our Conveniency, 
4. - recvitfing: the Extravagances of à debauch'd 
| ©  andwickedLit:-And-under_ the greateſt Ad. 
> . 4 _. yvantapes which can accrue from an outward 
1 Reformation, effected by wee, Inducement ſhort 
of ſincere Love to God and Holineſs, we may 
E * - Mar. 25, With the fooliſhVirgins be excluded the King- 
1᷑0,½ 11, 12, dem of Heaven, againſt whom the Door Was 
mmut, not ſo much for their evil Life, as want 
_— nk, „„ Se 
-« HCufficient Ground of this Security and Chriſtian 
Confidence; tho Men are very apt to build on 
 - © his bottom, and hence to entertain a tron; 
= Preſumption. Such are like //-ae/, who tho 
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"> —_—_ 
* 


. 


Conveniency, 


bY 
Lox 


x _deliver'd 'em up to his Judgments for their 
ww *' Sins; pet for all this, becauſe his Name was 
mw upon em, they verily imagin'd themſelves to 
_ be the Darlings of Heaven, and in the midſt of 


Jer. 1 4. their Rebellions cry out, The Temple of the Lord 


WE are we. And the Jem in our Saviour's time, 
. Jeh.8.44. tho their open and groſs Wickedneſs ſhew'd em 
to be of their Father the Devil, and a Genera- 
_—— tion of Vipers; whence the Baptiſt wills em 
=. to go and bring forth fruits meet for, or wor- 
_ thy of, Repentance, otherwiſe'the Baptiſm which 
they came for would no way avail *em : yet how 
Aa. they perſuade themſel ves that all was well 
=” - Mar. 23. becauſe Abraham was their Father, tho Chriſt de- 
| 33 mands of em how they could eſcape the Damna- 
tion of Hell! VVV 
Il.̃ bis ſure is enough to ſatisfy all conſiderate 
Perſons, how poor a Privilege tis to be horn of 
believing Parents, and that it can yield *em' no 


* Security from Puniſhment and Miſery, if they 


prove wicked in their own Perſons, and neg- 
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py Jer. 405 the Lord had rejected them as reprobate Silver, and 
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| * Siman 
believing and hn 487 
lege of Communion with a A 
Fellowſhip, till his Wickednck was = 
and he was rejected for the ſame. , His Privil 
_ could not reſcue. him from the Guilt, nor 3 
him any Security from the Puniſhment o 
Sin, to the Dominion whereof he was yet Rood N 
ſee, as St. Peter teſtifies, ſaying, I perceive that Ads 43 Þ| 
o inn the Gall of Ben ann the Bond 55 
£ e who from the Greatneſs her Pri- 
1 Immunitys and Royaltys, 
— bty, 15 8 ber 120% may raft all 8 
F e iſery, fa I fit as ne... 
Queen, and am no Widow, at 12 175 Fer- 7» & 


———— 


rom; not conſidering that * is hs Lord 
judges ber, and notwithſtan td Touring 3 
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Security ariſing from her great 
Proſperity, will in a moment bring "i 
aal bend and Loſs of Children. ws . 1 9 
multiplies her Plagues and burns her with Fire, 9. >." 
theKings of the Earth who have commi $4 
Fornication with her, and her Merchants who 
traded in the T of her Superſtitious 
and Idolatrous Worſhip, ſhall weep and wail, 
far and tremble, ſeeing the Smoke of her Tor- 
ment. A further and pres ant Proof of this 
jou AMEN ſeven Churches of . 
Privileges were many and great 
ies, hed in Lore 15 God 1 _ b 
raws u exhibits a Charge a 4D 
five of *em (if 1 miſtake not) lettin A, ow © - © A. 
that unleſs they repent and 2. their 5 A Works, Rev: * * i it 
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abandon their Slot and. riſe from their Luke- | 
warmnefs to a more feryent and vigorous Ex- 


ereiſe of 9 ant 3 W my 
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endeavouring after 4 renew'd Frame 
and a Converſation becoming the G 
1 le ip Fes Profeſſion 3 which being fe 
ord aſſures us, Profeſſians 
| Mat. 25, 35 avail :' for the Bridegroom OR 
#4. 1 DOME *d the Marriage-Chamber with, th 
iſe (as the Parable mentions) tho the Foalifh 
9 * for. Admiſſion, Fo: notwithſtanding 
eir moſt San Importunity they were * 
Fed by. Chriſt, who Aſhe Ferily I l 
—_ not, 1. e. Ina you not ſq as te 5 
= admit you. Thus *tis evident great Privilege: 
. Th at 
* axe not the Spring from which flows Fg: . 
ſhrance of Hape. Nor, ret Sis 
92 Is a. a 155 e Sery 
an 997.5 5 in Religious 
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1 ee 
ſenſual Life: Jet follow 1 of 
the Courſe of their Lives, ou may diſco- 
ver that Earthlineſs, Ros Drunkenaeſs 
and Debauchery, as give juſt occaſion to impar- 
tial Perſons to ſuſpect thele-2ealoys Fits and 
s Appearances to be nothi 1 n 
© The greateſt | 
— . 4 take the People 7 the Pro ſrael 
endeavours to Vr 
off from this, as that which wo turn to no 
11. 1. 11, account; ſaying, To what purpeſ e 55 the multitude 
17. of your Sacrifices to me, ſaith the Lord? I am full 
of the Offerings of Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts. 
Bring no more vain Oblations ; 3 Incenſe 3s an Abo- 
nation. Tour New Moons, your Sabbaths, and ſo- 
lemn Meetings are In 9 my my Soul bates them. 
And when ye Fread for wry yeorr Janes I will hide 
my Face; « ws) wan IF Prayers, I will 
not hear. — 1 e x preſſions of a and 
compaſſionate God! 225 had formerly made 
his Arm bare for their Redemp pes By and i = wg 
Goodneſs diſpens'd his Laws to be 
der the Encouragement of many gracious frog 
miſes. Strange I ſay tis, that he ſhould diſ- 
like and reef what before he had commanded 
and requir'd at their hands! But the Reaſon 
follows, Tour Hands are full of Blood. a Va- 
lues his own Inſtitutions, when ſolempiz d 
a People deſtitute of good Affections and pious 
Diſpoſitions, no more than he does the Killing 
of a Man, the —_— off a Doſs Neck, the 
offerin of Swines F leſſing of an 
Idol, things which he muſt needs ms and de- 
teſt. Wo:ſhipping of God does him not ſo 
mach Honour, as the Denial of Obedience on 
other accounts does him Diſhonour, as re- 


flecting 


Falſe Groands of Aſſure, 
necting Diſparagement on his Omniſcience and 
Holineſs. Yea, this is to declare him an indi- 
gent and purblind Deity, who ſtands in need 
of our! and is worthy of no better 
from us than a ſenſleſs Idol. Therefore let all 


our Addreſſes to God be with Seriouſneſs of 


Spirit and Decency of Behaviour, ſutable to 
In who takes cognizance of, and calls for the 
one as well as the other. Nor, | 25 

(6.) And laſtly, Is Faith by it ſelf a Ground 
ſufficient to furniſh the Chriſtian with this Aſ- 


ſurance of Hope. I confeſs St. Paul ſays, That Rom. 3. ab. 


« Man is juſtify'd by Faith, and not by Works; 
to which we put our Seal. But on the other 
hand St. James, who ſpake by the ſame uner- 
ing Spirit, ſays, That 2 Mar is juſt 


what is alledg'd on both hands is true, nor do 
the Apoſtles 1a the leaſt thwart and contradi& 
each other: yea, they are y agreed that 
 Abrabam's Works did evidence the Truth and 


Certainty of Abrahaw's Faith. There can be 


no great difficulty in yr ome Fs as only 
ſeemingly oppoſe each other, which yet is more 
than the Apoſtles do in what they ſay of the 


Sufficiency or Inſufficiency of Faith to Juſtifica- _ 


tion. Now to remove all ſeeming Diſagree» 
ment from between em is eaſy, if we'l conſider 
that St. Paul had to do with the Fews, who re- 
jected Chriſt as the Object of Faith, and reſted 
wholly on the Works of the Law. Therefore 
that he might remove em from that falſe and 
dangerous Bottom, and convince *em of the 
Neceſlity of Faith, he tells em that a Man is 
juſtify'd by Faith, and not by the Works of the 
Law, i. e. not by the Works of the Law ex- 


cluſive of Faith in Chriſt. St. James had to 
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orks, and not by Faith only. Now certainly 
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ay wore Aren Faith, and none for. X 
ther they were the Gmificks i 
dj with whom this Contfoverſy:: 
will not determine z but: bably- 4 
in debate Was, Whether: Man is 
Faith or by Works? Tbey in ; 
he Ae 814 by. Faith only and not 
orks: If: we believe in Chriſt, atis ful; 
ficient 3 we may live as we liſt, dur 3 
formity to him in practical Holineſs can 


binder our Juſtificatiotly nor horard 6 var bend 
$5.7 ent; and Title td. Arni 237 HTO Fa 
| Kür de 


Now St. James undertakes to 1 

trary-3.even that a Man ĩs jaltigg d Wo Works, 
and not by Faith only. And this he demon- 
424 + ſtrates,. in — that Abrabam the Father of 
Yer. 2t- the Ben was j 1 * hit Works and evin- 
ing, by a parity o fo, the Inſignificancy 
. 3 z affirming, That u the 
$oay is dend wi ver, ſo is Faith without il 
* * Works, As tis not "Wark: excluſiveof Faith 
3 Chriſt, ſo 'tis not by Faith ' exctufive of 
orks, Nur by Faith only without Goſpel- 
5 not by a barren fruitleſs Faith: 
7 wok $ of the Man wWho ſuys he 
Ver. 14. N without Works, whether it can be ima. 
mm” Sth tak ear [ok Nof it can g be 

 groungedly ſup 1 n 
And 0 ore Ta mind is the A 1 
Pau; w „when he comes to deſcribe this © 
| nſtifing Faith tells us tis a workin * N 

Gal. 3. 6; A Faith bib nor Lobe, a Faith which 
Acts 15. fe fes the 18 Aifrovces the Athiab of 
Chriſt: to. the Soul,” inflames it Wh Lure to 
bim and immediately fade to the keeping of 
bis Commandments, Without which all is but 
15 een 7. Fancy; for, ſays he, Cum i (tot i nbehing un 


Fee * krop ing be CWG. 
1 — | 725 he 


— 6 4 1 
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Fr 


dence of it to our own Conſciences. And 


feel the Chriſtian 


conclude them ee ae iſtaken, who tell os 


nal Confidence and bold Preſumption nay ariſe, 


Lene a Da I now 


C 


al 3 = wg ad . 4 
. 5 ö The Kath a5 a Sees ee ..* 
. Whoremonger dt of any 1 on, 1 
ill neyer brig hit 3 Heaven; Nader Can = 
Faith alone work in him any ſolid 75 cornfor- „ 
table Perſuaſion of the Goodneſs of 145 State; N 
finee our Lord tells us without fcruple, that 7 
done Are the hide, of Abrahain mn bat 905 4s Job. 8.39. 
do the Works of Abraham. Thus tis evident, 
that tis neither Faith without Works, nor 
Works without Faith, but both together, which 
fut nim the Soul with Aſfirance. © 
ITis Faith which juſtifies a Sinner i 10 1 6 ac- 
count of God, but Good. Work 
the ſight of Mei, and are the 90 n NT 


Faith can no more ſubfiſt in the, Soul wy ine 
e the Fruit of Good Works, than. . 
living Elder ple can wittiout Motion; to prove 
18 the whole Aim of St. James, and 5 | 
"even a ſpreading Horry eftertain'd ſo ear 
by looſe and carnal Profeſſors, who greatly in- 
Tg Ie viz. That if a 
Man believ'd in Chriſt, it was enough, tho he 
livd as be liſted. How ately then may we 


a, Man is juſtify thout either Faith or 
Works ? dot a ts 1 as mere Enthuſiaſm. 
From the things above-mention'd indeed a car- 
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but a Chriſtian Aſſurance will qo you from 
; that is, from theſe things fi ly and alone, 
ch tho they are not to be exclu t may 
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I now proceed to aſſign the true Grounds of 
this Chriſtian Aſſurance in the Soul; which Is 
a conforming of our ſelves, under the influence 
of Goſpel-Grace, in Aſſection and Converſation, 
to the Mind and Will of God reveaPd in the 


_ - lively Characters of a Chriſtian given us; and 
the true way of attaining this Aſſurance of 
9 is a ſerious Examination, and comparing 
our State with the Rules and Marks which the 
| Holy Ghoſt has given us there for that pur- 
\. Poſe. For my part, I know no other wa 
whereby a Man can come at this valuable Blei- 
- ſing; which if we may judg of the Cauſe by 
the Effect, muſt have a Divine and Heavenly 
Original, even the Grace of God propos'd in 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel to all who yield 
-Obedience to the Precepts thereof, truſting in 
1 Chriſt and his perfect Righteouſneſs for the 
= 3 of their Defects. Now for your Hel 
—— and the Furtherance of your Joy, I ſhall col- 
* lect and aſſign five or ſix things deſcriptive of a 
= State of Grace; whereby the pious Soul may be 
4 furniſh'd with, and may riſe high in Aſſurance. 
= And that which 1 judg moſt worthy to be plac d 
= % b OTE" 
= 1. The Love and Kindneſs of God appre- 
= bdended by the Soul. As the Grace and Love of 
=. God is the great Source, and only Fountain, 
= | whence Salvation with all our Comfort and 
= Happineſs flows; ſo his Kindneſs apprehended 
in a conſtant Experience of the Bleſſings of his 
Favour deſcending upon us, is that ich fur- 


W- 


= Wheels, which happily move in the noble 
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Holy Scriptures. In theſe only we have the 


niſhes a Man with a firm Perſuaſion and com- 
fortable Aſſurance of the Safety and Goodneſs 
of his State. The Love of God is the firſt 
Cauſe and Spring, giving motion to all the 
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— Mora, = 4 
of Man's Redemption, the t Deſign of 
which was to make Reconciliation oy, Fu 
Chriſt, that we might be made the Object of 
Divine Love, which is a Happineſs indeed. But 
tho this be a Happineſs which admits of no _ 
compariſon, yet our preſent Comfort conſiſts | 
in our Soul's apprehending his Love, and know- 2 
og oN ſelves taken into the Favour of God; "i 
which will guard us againſt all the Inconve- _ , | 2 
niences of this preſent. Life, will recover us = 
from all our Faintings, and ſet us within the _ ., - 
Vier % .. _- -- - 1 
On the other hand, a Senſe of God's Diſplea- _- = 
ſure marching out againſt a Perſon, will fill him . , = 
with racking Fears and Perplexitys, not know- "#2, 
ing where to take Sanctuary, or find Refuge, _—_ 
to ſecure himſelf from the Batterys of that ter- oo 


ven frowning, our Conſciences ſtricken with : i 1 
lively Senſe of our manifold Tranſgreſſions, anc bl 
our Souls apprehendi So Indignation and 1 
a Wrath, juſt ready to be pour d out upon us! 9 
e This will trouble the Thoughts and change the =» 
. Countenance, looſen our faſteſt Tackle, ſet us ; 


4 
1 
J . 1 
1 rible Storm. To behold the Majeſty of Hea» . _ 
8 | _ — q 
* 
bs 


Y a trembling, and cauſe our Hearts to die with- 
in us, as the Hand-writing on the Wall did A 


dl tuous Courſe afforded, could yield 
is curity from Fear and. Diſtreſs, 
r- | thattheflying Arrows of God's Venge 
N- levePd at him, and his Fury marching out a 
fs gainſt him. The terrible r God's | 
tremendous Power above us, the tearfol Sha- p 45 
mil of the Earth the uh is ney, © —_ 2 or” 
ning as.a Senſe of the Divine Diſpleaſure © - Þ 
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Guns 2. 55 better than Wine. The moſt enlivening and 


» — orhers like Lead fink to che bottom therebf. 


Marte 
the bin Warmen 
a Pet ſon ap rice Ing bimfelf to he Fuel, on 
which: the 55 d's eternal | Ven ngcance 
indle! "If burt be 12 as the 
Pfalmiſt interrog gd "who tan fand before him # 
ets cars that Holy Mah Fa Fr. you 
1 vi 1 17 bim in Wrat 
3. 1. in s ſore Di aye, 
e REN ot Dots fo tors 
| ſhocking and terrible to a VN under the Senſe 
of it, than the Comfort and Confidence is 
| 995 which flows from ap rebending his Love 
E All the Extelſencys of this World, 
d with Divine tut fall infinitely 
2. of it; and that in the Judgment of the 


wiſe King Solomon, wh tells us, That hr Love 


; 75 13 the 
hs, 6 rour Fay 


theering Wine can't exhilarate and raiſe our 
eee e de 

_ 2Fis will ſetrle the Heart in a 7 , 
will keep us from Fear and Fainting under the 
moſt amazing Revolutions of Providence: Yea, 
this will fill us with Courage and Fortitude, 
when the Hearts of others die within em. 
is will keep Sur Na abe rhe tolling 
Biflows of raging and reſtleſs Watets, While 


'A Senfe of God's Love will carry us comforta- 
'bly thro all the Changes of the nt Life, 
"and aſſute che Soul that all things ſhall iſſue for 
the beſt, how croſs and counter foever they 
mobe in appearance. The Breathings of his 
'Love will fill the Sails of our A 8, and 
its ſweet Ha gentle Gates will waft us ſafely 
into our deſird Port and Haven. 
F kk. 16. If God in Kinduefg rag d os ent of our Jow 
'Eftare, herein we were idly compar'd to-a 
FRY | | wretched 
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: e e . 4 
End hy the Ap ys ths jr prays, is - that they LE. 
may be 1 bee, hend, made more Ver. 16. "tf 
firm and teddy 0pe, be! NR tore Anil groln. ver. 17. + 
fed in Loves 22 = doom 5 1a with all vel "vgs. 
the Pulneſs of God. which TRE 48 
evident, that a £m and ſti - 
fidetie'ot Aſſurance,” proceeds from the 
1 prehended by the Sw. wal 
Bar be 1 leave this Head, Ng ts be au- 
4painſt the ny E. 


Minds eaſy, d fading - themſelves ar 
God loves ei 11 rakes feat Delight indem 
and the Pleaſure they take in this grouftdlefd d 
ſuaſſon, they call the Senſe vf"God's Love, 
from which they derive their Comfort and 
Hope, tho in reality tis grounded only on 
# own Faney, Which will wretche 


LE a0 — 2 by falſe and deceit- 
ediums. any inquite ; *Y 
ay get's Fea! Senſe of this Love of G08, Which 8 
7 ut: "ah bam” our 9 


* 8 
» 


| neſs; ſeriouſly do 
things/and they can't miſs ofa com- 
A on of If, OY on 
. * Love God above all. As he isi 
h worchy in himſelf of thy Love, ſo eſteem 

and account him. Hate and leave Sin. Be- 


r "I 


pro 
L which IN have. Talents improv'd — 
3 . ad are multiply'd. Love expreſt in doing his 
> Will is the moſt ſure and certain way of know- 


ing our ſelves to be beloy'd of him: For this 
0 RE you have Chriſt's a who ſays, He that 
20, 23. « E Commandments he it is that 


em, 
E arg ery LEVER ſhall be lov'd of my 
IT will love him, and my Father will 
Tow bin „ 
2. As above all you muſt love and 
leaſe ſo you mult go out in your utmoſt 
fires after him. The Spouſe, who had the 
fulleſt Intimations of Divine Love, expreſt the 
TY moſt ardent Deſires of enjoying ng her Beloved in 
-* Cant, 1.7. ſuch Breathings as theſe : 2 O thou whom 
my Soul loves, 1 feedeſt, where thou ma- 
theft thy Flocks to reſt at Noon; for why ſhould The 
4 one that turns aſide from the Flocks of thy 
Cum. 8.14. ons? And, Make haſt, my Beloved, and 
be like the Roe or young Hart upon the Moun- 
tain of Spices. Perſons belov'd of each other, 
when abſent, are impatient of their Return; 
much more is a. gracious Soul vehement in hos 
Deſires after the Preſence and Company of her 
Ae And tis if we thirſt 
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great Loſk in the Fa 728 that of Ce — 

in Righteouſneſs, I and Ho pllnethy | 

and there's no poſſibility of his being rei 

| in Happineſs, dil be be renew d, and has the 
Divine Image impreſt upon him. I _ 
our Bleſſed Saviour has made Regeneration ne- 3:5. ol 

ceſlary to all them who have ſin” in their oe _ 9 

Perſons, without which there is no entring into 5 

Heaven, and conſequently no Aſſurance to be = 

attain'd. For, ſays. he, Yerily, verily, 7 ſay John 2. 

unto yon except 4 Man be born again of Water 3,3. 5 

and RE be Cannot ſee the Kingdons of Gad. 

In this now Birth, (which imports | no more 
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Diſpoſition and Converſation: For a8 pac 5 rx © 
and. fleſhly Fathers beget Children in their 
own Form and s, ſo does God our ſpi-⸗—t 
ritual and r Father. — 
In this Work of Regeneration there's a de- " 
facing of the Image of the Old Man, and a re- 
ſtoring of the Image of the New, as the Apo- | 
ſtle expreſſes it; Put off- concernin n 
Converſation the Old Man, which is AC- 22. 24. 
cording to the deceitful Luſts 3 and put on the New 
Man, which after God is created in Righteouſneſs 
n foe gre Parting « - the ola 
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15. Lu ke God 1 Holy, fert 


. 6. Mat. 0 
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"his 1 


acad Kindneſs he wil overlogk -gwes ek. 
ys Parten our daily: Miſearriagta, proten 
2 . bin: us under, karten 
nAify! Mis to us —_— us from 
Miſhaps, deliver — Treuble, guide us in 
all our Ways, and 5 us witk Succeſa in 
all gur jaſt and lawful 2 izes ; yea, he ar FI 
villa{lvre; vs of our Ri bountiful Pro- 2 
view which he has an his ia this Warld, 
and that: which is to mee 1s > 24:2 9 
Na there are four things comma % 
whoare.borg of God, by Which we may J 
of - our Relation 0 him. The I”; 200196) 1 
1. Is Love. It's natural for Ghildren to love 8 
their Father. He is an unnaturaf Chüid wo 
des nt; and tho there may he me: fuch nan of 
Nature, tis certain there are no ſuch in Grages pp: 
For as St. John ſays, Ever) gue wha:d- bern ef 1 John 4. 
Gods loves Gd 3 and be that loverh an , nes 7,8. 
Ceo, for God is Le r vT 8 
2. Such as are born of God do nat fin; 
Not that an be here vnderſtood tao aſſert Wo 
a Ferfettion from Sin, fince we have the Con- 1 
feſion of the Saints of old, concurring wi _ 
our on Experience, that there in ud Man wb 1 Kings * 
fins not. To ſay we fin not at all, is te drein 8. 48. 9 
eur ſelves, and to make God 4 Liar. But — of Joha - 
wha are born of God do not ſin, as other Men 
de, with : Ghoice, Delight. and Allowance, ha- . 
bitually and cuſtomarily; but their Sils are ata 1 
tended, with Reluctance, Remorſe and Repen- 7 
tance. And where a Perſon figs 'only/thra 
Weakneſs, God is ſo gracious as not to — 
or impute Sin, but is ready to forgive. | 
this ſenſe tis that the Apoſtle ſays, I . i «Job. 9. 
bern of God doth .not- commut Siu, and adds, He ':*. 
2 that 1s, he can't by © an vie . | 
END a happy preſent Incapacity he i isn 
thereto. 3 Such 
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Fe with Sin, * Soos poo ben 


4 Gives berat'd and i governs” by Nie: - And 


| what's more equitable than this? As be has a 


8 


5 


Right to us, we ſhould become his by Dedica- 
tion and folemn Surrender of our ſelves unto 


bim. Thus 1fac! did, as the Lord teſtifys, 1 


enter d ins Covenant with thee, and thou becameſt 
mine; and ſo St. Paul witneſſes of the Saints 
at Corinth, that they firſt gaveup themſelves to 
God, and then to the Church, to his 
Will. His we are from all manner of Conſi- 
derations, which can entitle kim to any E Perſon 
or Thing under the Sun. 

Therefore not to yield up our ſelves to his 
Service and Honour, is a great Wrong; and to 
engage in the Service of his avow'd Enemys as 
and the Devil, will not only be high Imprudence, 
dut the moſt manifeſt Injury which we can 


| = offer to the ever-bleſſed God. And 
u 


re I am, were we fo treacherouſly dealt with 


by our Children or Servants, we ſhould count 


*£m moſt baſe and unworthy, and ſcarce be re- 
| ſtrain'd from ſeverely ing ſuch Treaſon 
and Rebellion. Therefore let's conſider whe- 
[ther we have aQually and with free Conſent 
— * 1. 2 our ſelves to be the Lord's, to do his 
——_— ſuffer his Pleaſure? if it be not 

tis high time *twere; and the ſooner tis 

— the — 'twill be. Our Evidences for 
— may then be clear, and our Aſſurance 


ee undoubted Sig n of our being born 
of God, is 1 bim in the Practice of 
Ri hteouſneſs and lineſs. A Diabolical 
Life is inconſiſtent with a renew'd Frame. 
ene is che — in which every 


| Trads and Empls ment. i n the 4 
Jol is moſt expreſs,” both as to the Affirmative 
e 
m of God ; but ye know that dviry ont who dot 10. 
Ri Houſutſs is bun of God. 
of our Soul ſtuuds right in this particulat, 
in all we do to live to God; then 43 
the G of our Life will be a dear Vi- 
deny of the Life of Godlineſs in us, ſo our 
1 Pot God will comfortably aſſure us, that 


"q bird Ground from which this Aſſurance 
flows, is, ſincere Love to the Children of God; 
and tis ho difficult matter to know who theſe 
are, fince the Apoſtle ſo pla lainly diſtinguiſhes 
between them 4 dthers, by then and in- 
fallible Character of practical He Fineſs for in 1 John 3; 
this the Children of God are manifeſt, and the 10. 
Children of the Devil 21 He that doth ne Right 
neſs, is not of God. LORE A 
Love is a Chriſtian Debt due to alt Men 
ing, whether Good or Bad, Friends or 44. x tf 
mys, from the Sovereign Pleaſure of oo great IE 
Lawgiver, and the Examples propos d to us 
by God'the Father, - and a Lord ſeſus Chriſt. 
"uy Command is, Thou ſhalt love u Neighbour Mat. 2 
3 And our bleſſed —_— the Mir- 39. 
ror indne 


fs, ſays, Love your E A bleſs — 


p he noſe you, 40.2 Era oder ou, 
an them w ully uſe and perſecute 8 
on. 712% difficult The de . eee this * 


Precept may be, I will not as but 1 am fure 
it's poſſible; and tis Pity there is not a 
— re — neral Endeavor us'd by all who are 
iſtians, to ive in the Practice of it. | 
Theres, no Law which diſcovers. more emi- 
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Whoſorver dies not Nipbebuſueſads 1 John 3. : 
Now I the-Cont- d. 5 


living or dying we are the Lord. The Rom. 148. 
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perpetually bind us to love our Enemys, ſo as 
bt. to be no ways injurious to em, but wiſh em 


. 


30 SFr 4 Pr K 

Chriſtian Religion, nor binds Men more ſtrong - 
A to be-beneficial one to another in this World, 
| nor any thing which more clearly argues us to 
the Unthankful and Evil; whoſe exemplary 
EKEindneſs our Lord jeſus mentions as a Motive 
To induce us to imitate him, and to appear to 
be the Children of our Heavenly Father, who 
Ver. 45. . makes his Sum to ſhine on the Evil and the Good, 

uud ſend: Rain on the Fuſt and an the Unjuſt. 
But tho the Laws of our Religion firmly and 


— 


well, and do em good according to our Power 

on all occaſions z-yet we more e "nagar 

oblig' d to love the Brethren, as they are born of 

the ſame Father, belong to the ſame Family, 

tel und are Heirs of the ſame Grace and Glory 

Ads we our ſelves: and not only ſo, but as Sut- 

ferers with us in all our Tribulations. The“. 

Love of God and our Neighbor is the Sum of 
tthe old Commandment, but the Love of our ; 

John 13. Brethren is the Sum of the new; A newt 7 


,, ons 499 : 

3 And what's more neceſſary than Our doing a C 
this, contributing all we can to the Benefit and 
Comfort of each other? ſince *tis moſt certain of 


5 e ſhall be the Objects of the World's Hatred 


and Scorn, whoſe Enmity to the Children of and 

ö _, God will carry em out now as well as in Ages 
s - paſt, with Prejudice and Malice, to calumniate oa 
and traduce, to injure and oppreſs, yea to ſpoil 

| and ruin dem; on which very Conſideration he 
John 15. requires his Diſciples to love one another. This 
17—21. is alſo neceſſary, as *twill yield us a ſtrong Aſ- 

x John 3. 3 and firm Perſuaſion of Mind, that we 


42. are the Offspring of God, and redeent'd from 2 
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Manſions prepar d for us in our Father's Houſe." © 7 
This will evidence to us the Greatneſs of our | 

Dignity by Grace, and the Certainty of our 1 

Happineſs; whereas he who does not Righreouſ® 1 John 2 

neſs 18 not of God; nor he who loves not his Brother. 10. 

Beloved, ſays the Apoſtle, ler us love one another, 1 Ich. 4. 7. 

for Love is of God; and every one who loves is 

born of God, and knows God. He further adds, 5 

He who loves his "Brother abides in the Light, and 1 John 2. 

there is no occaſion of Stumbling (or Scandal) in - 

him; but he who hates (or layes not) his Brother, 

abides in Darkneſs, and walks in Darkneſs. Sun 

are at a mighty Loſs, not knowing how to or- 

der their Steps with Safety, being every mo=" ]?ĩ 

ment liable to ſtumble and fall into Sinand Mi- * ann 

{ery : But on the other hand, ſays he, We knom 1 Jolng, 

that we have paſsd from Death to Life, becauſe 14. 

we love the Brethren ; he who loves not his Brother 

bid 00 . c | 

To love the Brethren ſo as to ſympathize 

with 'em, is to be like God, who ſpeaking f 

Iſrael, ſays, In all their Afflictions I was afflifted. Iſa. 63. 9. 

To rejoice with them who rejoice, and weep with 2 Cor. 11. 

them who weep, is a Frame very well becoming 2% "WM 

a Ch of God, and what will manifeſt him og $26" 

to partake of the Divine Nature in ſome Con- RE. 

formity to the bleſſed Jeſus; who was fo ſenſibbte 

of the Perſecutions rais'd againſt his Church 5, 8 

and People, that he complains of em as if di! 

realy levePd at his own Perſon, ſaying, Saud, "© 

Saul, why erſecuteſt thou me? Whereas to live Acts 9. 4« - 

voluptuouſly, ſenſually and - carelefly 'ta the 5 

midſt of our Abundance, whilſt our Brethren 

it Home or Abroad are in a ſuffering State; is _— 

that which is very diſpleaſing, and may cut © 1 
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ſhort our own 1 This Temper the 
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3.0 n not for the Aſflicti. 
| .d To love the Brethren ſo as to delight in theit 
Society, chuſe em for our Companions, and 
danke pleaſure in their Converſe, becauſe gra. 
cious, tho poor and indigent; to become Com- 
Pfal. 119. panions of them who fear the Lord, as David 
= « did, and to delight in*em as the moſt excellent 
I. 10. 3. of the Earth; to love 'em ſo as to account 
| em intereſted in what we have, and/to-commu- 
nicate of our Abundance for their Relief and 
Cal. 3. 12. Comfort; will argue us to be ſuch as have put! 
thoſe Bowels of Mercy which become the Elect 
God, and aſſure us of an Intereſt in the Merc; 
and-Liberality of God; ſuch as he will pre 
vide for here, and gloriouſſy reward with thi 
Recompence of eternal Life hereafter : for » 
uo we are paſs d from Death to Life, becau 
we love the Brethren, ! 1 (no 
FTeᷣoourth Ground from which this Aſſurance 
Hope ariſes, is the Teſtimony of God to u 
tifying to 'em the Goodneſs of their Stat 
may reſt confident and comfortable in the cer 
tainty of it. If our Prince aſſures us by b 
Word of his Favour and Good Will, ſhall v 
gaaueſtion it? No. Much leſs then will we quel 
tion the Love and Favour of God, when 
gives us his Word for it. Now there is 
threefold Teſtimony or Witneſs of God, whit 
is very conducive to ſettle the pious Man in 
comfortable Aſſurance of the I ruth wal 
En Eo "55M 45S | ' tain 
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tainty of Things, to which he bears Teſtimon | 
| en have imagin'd a fourth, which Il 
name firſt, via. à Vocal Teſtimony, when | 
God teſtifys with an .audible Voice. Thus he Gen. 3. 9p, 
ſpake with Adam in the Garden, and teſtify d 11. 
to Iſrael from Mount Sinai, when he gave forth Exod. 20. 
his Law. Thus he witneſs'd to the Sonſhip of M#: 3.7. 
Chriſt at his Baptiſm and Transfiguration, ſay» © ” * 
ing, This is my Beloved. Son, in whom I am well 
plead. And thus Chriſt teltifyd to the Peni- 
ent Thief on the Croſs, upon his believing in 
him as the only Meſſiah, To day ſhalt thou be pc 22. 
with me in Paradiſe. Now whatever God rati- 42, 43 
's by this kind of Evidence, we may reſt 
rmly perſuaded of the Truth of it. We can- 
ot once bring it in queſtion, without arraign- 
ag the Truth and Veracity of God at our Bar. 
But. tho: God has vouchſaf'd to ſpeak after 
his manner with Man in former Ages, tis not 
o be expected he ſnou d thus teſtify now, ſince 
e has given us a ſtanding Law in the Goſpel 
of our bleſſed Saviour, which, ſhall endure to 
he World's End. Tis therefore to be deſir d 
hat chere were none in our days, as well as in 
Ages paſt, ſo diſingenuous and deſperate as to 
uſpect and call in queſtion the very Being, f 
od, and the Truth of his Teſtimony to Man; 
lſo that there were none ſo inconſiderate as to 
y þ efuſe Satisfaction (which ſome have done un- 
1 er Temptations or the Power of Melancholy) 
quem any other Ground than the audible Teſti- 
en Nony and Voice of God from Heaven. Let 
» is he Voice of God in the Goſpel and by his Mi- 
which ters ſay what it will, tis all too little to ſa- 
ain NfVy ſuch a Soul of the Goodneſs of its Condi- 
Ceſſon; Whenas if God would ſpeak with an audi-' 
ue Voice, and teſtify thereof unto em, they 
em willing to be. perſuaded and ſatisfy u. But 
* Sn $3 - _ whoever 
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* ha *. Trae Ge 1 > EY 8 
. cheriſhes ſuch 21 Veſire as this, let en 
0 1 Ef N N 
1, That it's unreaſonable to require 10 

- riots a Majeſty to leave the Order, and 8 a- 

de from the ſettled ways of his Grace and Pro- 
vidence, by doing ſomething above what is or- 
Fer to quiet and ſatisfy T ſo Worth. 
. lefs, peeviſh, and hard to be pleas d. Hon 
like are ſuch to a People i in our aide time, 
whom, on their requiring a Sign from him, be 

Nat. 12. ſtiles an evil and an adulterous Generatiun. 
= N 2. Tis uncertain, ſhould God ſtoop ſo lou, 
\ whethes: the ſingle Teſtimony of his Voice 
would ſettle us in a laſting Confidence of the 
Goodneſs of our State; becauſe no particular 
Man on Earth is ſo certainly Good, but he maj 
alter and become a bad Man. And the Com- 
fort of ſach a Teſtimony would not belong t 
us any longer than we continue in that goo 
Eſtate which God teſtifys to us of, as tis evi 
x Sam. 2. dent in the Caſe of Eli's Houſe, and alſo d 
30. "our firſt Parents in Paradiſe. Beſides, ſhou' 
not we be apt to disbelieve this Teſtimony 
' when we come under the Cloud and Darkneſs 
'a Temptation, as Peter did when he deny! 
Mut. 26. his Lord with Oaths and Curſes, altho he hear 
14. God's Voice, and ſaw Chriſt's Glory at hi 
En | Nemorf we ha Or when thro Weakneſs 
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Memory we have loſt: the remembrance of 1! 

or by ſome Sin or other are oy ads of th 
Senſe and Comfort of it? 

3. Tis ſinful, becauſe lch a Deſire parry 

without manifeſt Contempt of the Wiſdom an 

- Goodneſs of God, expreſt in thoſe Metho- 

which he has ſettled in the Perſon of our 

” 2 and Grace of the Goſpel, for the Enco 

ragement of poor Sinners, and Comfort of tl 

- Hearts es che are Hon] e 2 7 


our Backs on theſe Breaſts fal yn «te to com 
temn the Order which God has ſertled, to de- 
cline ts obſerve his Precepts/ und to believe His 


promiſes, which he has fil'd with Power and 


Virtue to ſatisfy the reaſonable Deſires of eve- 


ry pious Man; is to tempt God, and to ſin a- 
gainſt him. Nay, tis to provoke him to de- 
prive and leave us, with thoſe in the Goſpel, 


deſtitute of the Means of Grace, till we are 


taught better to prize 'em, and with a more 
becoming Reverence to uſe em: Like prudent 
Parents, who when their Children are peeviſn, 
— * with the Proviſion which they make 

and nothing will pleaſe and ſatisfy em 


— ſomething unſutable to their Nature, with- 


draw it, till by ſharpneſs of Appetite they are 
taught to receive it in a more childlike manner, 
and uſe it with Thankfulneſs. 


4. Should God thus teſtify wits an andiite. "If 
Voice from Heaven, whatever thou imagineſt, 
it may be ſo far from ſatisfying 11 furniſning 


thee with this Aſſurance of Ho as that it 
may turn thy Hope into Fears, fill thee with 


Horror and Amazement, clothe thy Counte- 
nance with a ghaſtly Paleneſs, ſet thy ſtrongeſt 


Pillars a trembling, and cauſe thy Heart to faint 


and die within thee. When the Almighty ut- 
ters his Voice, the Thundrings of it are too 


terrible for us. Alas! we have contracted ſuch 
a Weakneſs by Sin, as renders us utterly unca- 
pable (in a mortal State) of converſing with 


God Face to Face, as Adam in Innocency- did. 
) no more hear his 


We can (generally ſpeaking 
Voice, than ſee his Face. A Sight of his Glory 


would dim the Eye, the Sound of his Voice 
would ſtun the Ear; yea, either the one or the 


other —_— LON us dead.  ? Twas this.hich. } 
| Maite D 1 . , alle. Gy 


24-25 en hay his Mo 


= made gel afraid to go: up to the 
— 8 e 


15,1% | "God chey ſhonld die 
e | — Fir” es do aſcend and heat 
Deut. 3. What the k, promiſing 


uth, co 

they could not hear the Voice of God and live. 
The Voice of God is tos tremendous to be at- 
tended to by Mortals: which ſuffiaiently detects 
the Folly of thoſe, a under no ſmall Delußon, 
whom nothing will ſatisfy: unleſs God ſpeak in 
an extraordinary way 3 the tis certain, mould 
be ſpeak after ſuch a manner, that's not the or- 
dinary Teſtimony. e eee 
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tian Aſſurance. Ne 

For, 2. God has another. Voice, b by. which. 
he teſtifys to Man what his State is, and, affures 
the godly Man of the Happineſs of his Cpadi- 


tion, vis. his ſweet and ſtiſi Voice in the Goſpel 
eb. 1. 1,2. of the ever-bleſſed Jeſus; for od, wbo; ati / 
diy Times, aud in divers Mannere, ſnalis in time: 
paſt by the Prophets, bas in theſe laſt days: ſpoke: to 
7 by his "Song by whom the: Horrors o it (a 
*twas heard in the Mount) are remoy d, and 
this Voice of God (otherwiſe terrible) is — 
mollify'd and {weeten'd, that it over powers not 
the Frame and Capacity of mortal Man. This 
is the Voice by which God teſtifys to Sinners 
the Wretchedneſt of their preſent State, and 
the inevitable Miſery of the future in another 
World, unleſs a timely and ſincere Repentance 
in this prevents. And by the Goſpel-Teſti-. 
mon he ſettles: the truly godly Man in 3 com- 
fortable Per ſuaſion of the Safety and Happineſs 
_ of. is State, both here — 2 — 1 
The ſacred Scriptures are the Voice of God, 
the Words af his own Mouth; a perfect Draught 
and Copy of his Mind and Will, whereby be 
e Aurten * in-the Perſon and 
Miniſtry 
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Miaitry of belle, For, 28 che Voice. of | — 
1 18 the Herald, ſo the — + 
and. aſſuri 4 Babi 22 5 is in the Goſpe = 
What the Scripture ſays, God ſpeaks, wks pm 
middle.Perſon, as St, Paul intimates, ſpeaking _ 
of Goſpel-Miniſters: Now then we are Ei mbaſſa- a Oy 4 
2 yy. Chrifts 4 the god did befeech Jeu 25 bo.) OR 

we. þi Crit ieee be ye retoncild to | 
4 (dis /ord 1 Teſti. 
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e to walk i in it, 4 
— encqurages to ly Perſeverance in AC- - 
ſuragce of Ire and Eternal Life. y ©! 
"ny God. tells us of a, bleſſed Reward in fore, © © 
and alſo for whom it is reſerv'd : Perily, 0 PC 38.117. 
3 by Deuid, there is a Reward for the 3] 
tos 77 | IT 
Every.. one, ſincerely devoted to God, and | 
conformable to bim in Virtue and Goodneſs, WW 
y- reſt confident of being b in . „ 
Gasd n Dromiſes,” and of attainin een N 
neſs and Glory on continuing to the E 8 1 
according to the A re of Truth, may know Mar. 24. 
that whatever Happineſs is propos d.! ä em, 13. "2 
ſhall be. chen Þ hogs Gace they thus ſhe _ 
The Loyd is 4 OY A Shield; the Lo will xt 41% 
giue Grace and Glory, and _ no gad bent will he . A 4 
wills from them t why 72 . t6 1. fn lt. 1 
the Righecaus, it ſball he mell with 5 or, he. _ 
that 8 aud Fay Ds. ew; fays John 14. 
Chriſt, I will love him. Fat 0 | will love 255 "Ke " 1 
him, and mani feſt himſelf Hence they _. 
od, are ſtibd Bleſſed, mbo keep 15 Commandments, & 3 .. 
ht | they have Right to the Felicity of the ai 
he: of God. Such ſhall have a 2 : . 2 OY 1 
all Exil; for * Far a 5 
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are freely given him of God, but b 


. : 


- Nay, more than 32 


ver. 17. For thine Eyes ſhall behold the King in his Beauty; 


2 pet · 1. 3 as St. Peter a 5 at 1 up na 7 fot | 
011» 
1 Wo (the 


19. be miniſt er d to ſuch inte the ever 
Thus the Teſtimony of God's 
_ Scriptures) contributes to furniſh the deieing 


and obedient Perſon with a Chriſtian Confidence ; 


and Aſſurance of Glory. But a 
bird Teſtimony conducing thereto, is the 
| Witneſs of God's Spirit in us. Tis certain 
T hewho ha not the Spirit of God in him is none of 
bis; and that no Man knows the things whic 
the Evi- 
_ dence of his Spirit in him. By this Teſtimony, 
in conjunction with that of the Word, the 
truly pious Man comes to a firm Perſuaſion of 


the Goodneſs of his State, and that we abide in 


1 Joh. 3. Him, i. e, in his favour, and He in us. Among 


24 the many Ends and Purpoſes for which God has 


given us his Spirit, theſe e following are ſome of 
em: 1. To teach us the e of — 

Which we know not, by giving us Underſtan 
Anz in the Scriptures, which Man by. mere na- 
'-*- * tural Knowledg can oO uire; or to guide 
jd. 16. #9 inal Truth. 2. To affiſt us in the Practice of 
13. - thoſe Truths which he Feen and makes known 
to us; for which, without his Aid, we ſhould 
de utterly unable, as St. Paul confeſſes: Me know 
Rom. 8. ner what to 71 9 for 4 we ought, but the Spirit 


2. 5 helps our Infi eee and makes Interceſſion vr u 


8 291 9 ing to the Will of God, who in 
Luk. 11, compaſſion to our Weakneſs, has — 
13. Promis d his Holy Spirit to them who ask it. 
; Fe gk under der Kefer of his own 1n- 
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the eternal Views of God's 'Glory, and reap for 
ever the mature Fruits of Heaven's Felleity: 


* 


% * 


Os Ko 


I 5x8: 


| b 1 


will be Pert unfolded in the 
demption or Reſurrection. For St. Paul ex- on gi 


Se. © Whence take notice, (1.) Of the Excel- 
lency of the Inheritance, which i is ſecur d by ſo 
Taluable an Earneſt given us of God; ſince a- nag | 
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44 to God that he W 

bini from him. 3. Another ik 
orb e in a practical Con- 2 2 

formity to the he Die Will; and hence our Sa- _ 
viour ſtiles him the Comforter. 4 4 'To ſanctify whats 1 
us in Heart and Life, making us more like — val 
God, whoſe Image we profeſs to bear. 5- To M0 
ſeal and aſſure to us the Certainty of that H: 4 


ma which God has in ſtore for holy Souls; 


een 0 God, lays St. Paul, barely ye Eph. 4. 30. = 
42 to t 7 8 "Redemption. A 1 As the Seal n 4 

A ati, am ng Men, and is an Evi- '» 9 
TL to each Pa 7 concern'd ; ; To the Impreſs A 


of God's Seal upon qur Hearts, or the Indwel- 
linz of his Spirit in us, witneſſes to us our A- 


doption and Right to the celeſtial Iaberitance. 


For if by the Spirit we cry, Abba Father, we Row. * 
are Children; and if Cen, then Heirs, as the 2 T9 
Apoſtle dy argues. 6. *Tis'gi en as a 1 0 
Pledg and 5 and Earneſt. to ſettle our Souls in a firm ©” 

oli 


pectation of that Hap ppineſs Ae. | 5 f 
7 0 Co * = 


y tells us, tis che E. net "any Inheritance, Eph. 1. 165 * E 4 N 


mong Men Earneſts are but very ſmaſl Tarts In - . ZZ 2Y 
compariſon of the Whole. (2.) How fureand 6. | 
-certain this Inheritance 1 is made to. us, in that 
"we have the Spirit of Truth * WY, us as * 
Earneſt . * 

may be demande 
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But here it 


 kiow that we have this good Sp oe "rH us gt ; 
"God? the certain Rndwiedg whereot will ren⸗ 1 
der us comfortable under all Events, And für- 
' diſh us with Aſſurance of Hope ; "fince we are x len 4 
3 Fro EE * it de 85 God, it 
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3 deney & Its Votions. which is either to Nera 
8 Error in Biene! or Diſobedience, in 


efore the more 4 5 we know 
that we have the Spirit of :C the more con- 
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ce And if we are krious in Au 
1 e may come £6. the knowle ls 'of i 
R 4 by 


Ee by f ird Re Reſo ations to "proſecute the 
Mortifcation of of every. Luſt and Corruption, 
under W Conduct and Affiſtance. I pre- 
there are none who imagine they ave Frog 
Work of, this nature to do 1 . A 
125 We have a * in bur 
7 * c 2 5 ur Minds; - and 8 4 vitae 
ich. They 8 pirity, and the Spirit 4 5 | 
They are alter det Powers in us 0 885 al 
triving for Maſtery, and whe 
> oy: Vin che 8c e 
0 | Conflict in us, we conſent, to et 
| Cour Luſts ag a ſweet Morel, to gratify our ſen- 
n Appetites, and indulge. our vicious Incli- 
e nations, as Samſan did his Delileb, pf ſpare a 


= beloved? Toit or boſom. As ul did 
1 King. 15. Amalect with the beſt of the Sheep der, 5 
on 4 then we are Votarys for the: Fleſh, yiel to its 


Power oyer us, and ſubmit. our {el ves 755 Wc 
Rule and Dominion of it, and ſo ieve the 
if. 63.10. HR and. Provoke him to depart fr om us, AS 
r acl 
But, it on every ſenſible ſtirring 100 hci 
of Sin in us, we call in the Aid of theS 
Grace, enabling us to thruſt the Knife 105 2 
Holy Reſolutian into the N 8 ih pur- 
K with Conſcience to God ye the 
eh no 11 nd ac- 
| r 
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bt. the Spirit of God, ſince tis certain there 8 gh 
8 8 Sia but by fi = m0 
as e A in | 
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us clearly. to be the 


Vill be our Miſtake and Diſappointment ig 


x. apply. ps * the defrugion OT 
will. tably argue, that wwe 


. a FSqokg 


> but 26, 27. 


_ by Bet . comelk by 

will affure us of our Adoption, 
2 ab 8085 ber as Rom. 6. 

many. as are led by the Spirit of Gods, are the Song "+ _ 


God. A Privilege 5 and deſirable, hut 
— to the God _ carefully. walk in 


thoſe ways wherein the Spirit of God leads; 


* p f 
which are the Paths of Holineſs and Virtue. Prov. b. 20. = 


chalk d out in the Precepts of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. Walking diſſonant from that Rule. of 


Righteouſneſs, Is not to walk after the Spirit, = 
but after the Fleſh. z yea, to * on towards wi 


Death and Deſtruction. „. be ireſt. Shew and 


moſt plauſible Plea which any. can make to the 
Spirit of God, whilſt their Converſation is not 
correſpondent with the 4 
beſt but Pretence. igher our Pre- 


tence is from OY Appearance, the greater 


live in the known Neglect and Contempt of the 8 
3 Ne W us, e. 


, 


Heaven, is at A 


* 8 1 
oz 4 2 2 4 4 
1 4 Co 
o 12 


him. 


an y- 


9 4 


termine 


neceſfary than I do. But this I certainly know, 
that wherever the Spirit of God is, *tis not a 

| barren and fruitleſs Agent, a ſleepy and dead 
Principle, bat lively and active, working out 
Souls into a likeneſs to it ſelf, enriching us 
with its Gifts and Graces, that we may every 
day bring forth thoſe Fruits which proceed 
from the Spirit of God who dwells in us. Do 
we therefore love God and all who love him, 
however unlovely they be in the eye of the 


World? Do we love 'em for their greater 


Likeneſs to God, tho of differing Apprehen- 
ſions in ſome doubtful things, more than thoſe 
of our own Opinion, if more remiſs, careleſs, 
and leſs concern'd in propagating Piety than 
Is it our continual Care to live in peace with 
all Men, but more eſpecially with the Church 
of God; refuſing to judg and cenſure thoſe 
Who differ from us only in Matters of Opinion, 
as ignorant and wicked? Are we meek and 
_ Jowly, patient and long-ſuffering towards all 


Men, whether profeſs d Friends or open Ene- 


mys, under all thoſe Wrongs and Injurys which 


Devil's 


orks 
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they on any occaſion offer us? Not but that it 

-may be lawful, yea the Duty of a Good Man, 
to defend his Right and vindicate his Innocency; =. 

D _ SING ape app ar gyro 2 i 
ſecure our juſt Rights, and not in the leaſt wn ? 
hurt him with whom-we deal, tho we | had the 
aſcendant over him, and both Power and Op- 
portunity ſo to do. All our Works muſt 1 1 
manag d with Love to God, with Deſire of the Fu. 
Peace of the Church and State, and with much 7 
Patience towards all Men. If we bring forth 
theſe Fruits of the Spirit, we aſſuredly know _ 
that the Spirit of God dwells in us: for as the 1 
Apoſtle ſays, The Fruit of the Spirit 1s Love, Gal. 3. 22 
Jey, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 23. 
Faith, | Meekneſs, Temperance; againſt ſuch there 
is no Lam. I proceed to a 


| 
þ 
| 
| 
S Fourth Evidence conducing to ſettle the pious * 
J Man in a firm Perſuaſion of the Goodneſs of = 
d his State and Condition, viz. the Teſtimony of * 
0 his own Conſcience, provided it be regulated : 
i by the Teſtimony of God in the Holy Scrip- =. 
'& tures. For want of this, ſome Peoples Con- RM 
er ſciences give em wrong Ideas and a falſe ac- "= 
* count of themſelves, being 9 by Edu- 
ſe cation and an early imbibing falſe Principles; 
ſs, or being ſear'd by ill Habits and Cuſtom in Sin, 
an |} which, as might be ſhewn in many Inſtances, 
| makes Men flatter. themſelves with a Conceit 5 
th that they ſhall have Peace, tho they walk in the Deut. 29. 
Imagination of their own Hearts. But ſuppoſing 19,20 - 
oſe |] Conſcience unbiaſs'd and free from ſuch Incon-. 
veniences, if Men would calmly and impa . 
_ tially hearken thereto, it would diſcover and ©: _,. 1 
lay open the dangerous State of the Wicked in 
order to their Repentance and Amendment, f 
aud bear witneſs to a pious Man's Sincerity or 
og his 


= 
* 


, eg 
5 ; 
5 % 


/ „ 


* Rom 2.1 5-Propenty- And Office of : Conſcience either to 
_ accuſe or e xcuſe, aud ſo make evident the T 
of every Man's State to himſelf. - Would. 


. 5 * 3. the Apoſtle tells us, is greater 


own Hearts, with intention of 


would ſoon yk Id us ſuch a Teſtimony, as to 
reſolre us beyond all doubt and ſeruple, whether 
Abiding in the preſent State, and purſuing our 


Ercleſ. b. Sinner live a hundred 
12, 13. his Tranſgreſſions under the Forbearance of fin t 


7 . 5 5 * 3 . , 4 . Pr F - £3 K N $ . 
| : ** | * 7 3 
PH: . ase, 8 ie the 


ſeriouſly hearken and ſolemnly a to our 
g concluded 
about our States; they 


dy their Jad 


pteſent Courſe of Life, will end in Weat'or in 
Woe; lead to the Enjoyment of the Blifs and 
"Happineſs of Heaven, or plunge us under the 
Pain of God's eternal Diſpleaſure in Hell, 
; where it will to the utmoſt be reveal'd agua: 
| all Unrighteouſnef of Men. 

So faithful is the Witneſs which Conſtience 
gives every Man upon his Appeal to it, as fills 
2p Wicked with T Ferrours and Fears, more 

rievous to their Souls than Stabs and Wounds 
the Body. Guilt arms the Conſcience with 
wherewith it pierces to the quick; ſhew- 
ing the Miſchief of lrvin ſelf-condemn'd, and 
_ eſpecially diſcovering thoſe amazing and exqui-¶ ne: 
te Torments which God has prepar'd, who, as thi 
arer than our Hearts. Th 
Our Hearts are great enough to condemn us if Pe: 
we are wicked; but God 12 eater, s. e. able thi 
to execute the Sentence and « udemnation « 8 wh 
- Conſcience on every incorrigible Perſon. If 
years, and — fide 


- God, yet he ſhall not go unpuniſh'd. God has wht 
- undertaken the Puniſhment of ſuch as will not tell: 
be rechim'd, and none can deliver out of His our 


Vet 10 fooliih is every wicked Atari, tha be beet 
aaa his Conſcience deals 2 and _ f 
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e. greater than reſolvedly to go on in their 
ſinful Courſes, and take Conſcience to be their 
Enemy for telling em the truth! But *tis no 
wonder that they have fo little regard to Con- 
ſcience and its Teſtimony, ſince y. have no 


more reſpe&' for God, by whoſe Authority xy, 
Conſcience acts, than to ſay to him, Depart Job21.14. Wl 
from u, we deſire not the Knowleds of thy ways. 3 it 
But on the other hand, as there is nothing ſlo TY 
N, much eſteem'd as God by the truly pious Man, - | 
at ſo he has a venerable Regard to the Teſtimony * 
of his Conſcience. He'll ſacrifice his deareſt In= n 
tereſts, and quit all that's valuable, before he'll 
let go the Conſciouſneſs of his own Integrity, * 
as Job well expreſſes it; Till I die I will not re- Job 23... 
move - my Integrity from me. Let Providence  & 
work how *twill' for making me almoſt miſera- 
ble as to my outward State, and let Men judg 
and fay of me what they will from the Great- 
neſs of my Diſtreſs and Trouble; as long as 
this Bird ſings ſweetly in my boſom; I care not. 
The Goodneſs of my Conſcience preſerves my 
Peace intire, and fills me with Aſſurance that 
things will iſſue better than many think from 
what appears, as our Apoſtle aſſures us, ſaying, — 
if our Hearts condemn us not, then have we Con- 1 Joh. 3.21 - 
fdence towards God: Yea, *twill fill us with Joy © © 
in the midſt of our Sadneſs, and prove a Spring 
whence Joy and Aſſurance flows, as St. Paul 
tells us; Our refoicing is this, the Teſtimony of 2Cor. 1.12 
our Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerii%% 
rot in fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, uwe 
have had our Converſation in the World. A 8 _ 
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in brit, his Death and Mediation, That he 
* * died for all, according to the Scriptu 


menting Fears, and ruffling Suggeſtions of Sa 


13 - very ſecure) tor drawing a comfortable Co 


8 Ein Grount whence this Criſtian Ara 
_ ariſes,” is à knowing our ſelves to be intereſted 


ures, and 
taſted Death for every Man, is true; but ti 


as true that many, yea the moſt for whom he 


died, are void and geſtitute of knowing them- 
ſelves to be ſuch as have any 


tion in him Ind by by 


and Impiety may wn rye: — have none; it 


being certain that they 'who believe not in the 


1 18. Son of God are in a "ſtate of Condemnation, 
. 4. and ſo continuing, 


ſhall. die in their Sn. Had 
not * died to make Atonement, there had 
been no e 21 and now there is no other 
raden whereby Men can be 


Acts 4. 1 2. Name e 
8 ſay'd, but 1 1 Name of Jeſus Chriſt, Who is 
[7 13; Para one and only way to the Father, by whom 


alone we can eſcape chat fearful Deluge of fla- 
ming Wrath, which God will rain down as a 
terrible Tempeſt on all Chriſtleſs Perſons, and 
arrive at the Haven of Reſt and Bleſſedneſs. Sir 


„ An Intereſt in Chriſt not apprehended by the con 


Soul (if ſuch a thing can be), Will never furniſł 
it with Aſſurance- of Salvation; but *twill fill 
be uncertata, thro the perplexing Doubts, tor- 


tan, which often ariſe in, and trouble the Mind 
Indeed to have an Intereſt in Chriſt, and not 
know it, ſeems only proper to an Infant- State that 
and not to the Adult, except ſuch whoſe Peace] whi 
is interrupted and. whoſe Underſtandings arg] {els 
_ clouded by Melancholy, or ſome other uncom our. 


+4 


fortable ccident, which diſtompoſes the Mind no 


and diſabſes em (tho their State in Chriſt i]. 2. 


cluſioa · of ãt ʒ to which we ſhall ſpeak moi end 
, Particularly hereafter: But for Men, who at Chri 
3 © lis: 2s bappif 6 


«. 


E to 47 they: have Union with hid, 5 7 
72 an Intereſt; in him, implies knowledg that "i 
s ſo, or elſe they ſpeak of they know not _ 
wat, and fay not the truth; like many Who = 
build all their Hopes upon a bare Profeſſion. of -,.—_- 
him, without making any ſerious Inquiry after 

their Right to him: , whereas the Confidence "of  - | * 
ſuch will be wretchedly ſhaken when their Hope 


2 
t ſhall periſh, which, Bildad ſays, Jhall: be cut 3 Job 8. 8. * — 7 
\e 
Nl, 
Fol 


and. tly compares it to a Spider's Web and 14. 5 
who knows not how poor a Shelter a Spider's _ 
Web would be? And as little Security can $2 
ad the Hypocrite's Hope yield him, when the _ = 
er Batteriag-Pieces of the Aimighty ſhall be a +8] 
be charg d At him. 8 = = 3 | 
ic Now that nothing mort of an 13 in .,_ 
bm Chriſt, this Death and Mediation, can ſecure. us _ 
da- from Wrath, and render us ſafe and happy, „5 
s a will appear if we conſider, 1 
and 1. That God is never to * reconciP'd. to I 
Sinners hut in Chriſt, in whom he was and is re- 8 oY 
* conciling the World ta himſelf. There is no Peace 1 cor. 3... 
aiſh to be had but by him, who is our Peace- maker. 18, 1. „ 
Rin He is our Shield, to ward off the Blow, which ph.. 14. Y 
tor otherwiſe the Hand of Juſtice would give us, —_ 
8a. and ſtrike us dead. He is our only Sanctuary (or Gen. 1 . 
lind Zoar) by whom we are ſhelter'd from the ter- 22. 
| not rible Storms of Divine Vengeance, and skreen'd I 
tatel that the conſuming Fire kindles not on us, 
peach which will one day take hold of ſuch as are Chriſt⸗ 8 
$ ar leſs and Graceleſs; for to ſuch God will be, as Heb. 12“ 
com our Apoſtle declares, 4 conſuming Fire. T here is «lt. 
Mind] no Freedom from Condenination but in him. em. s. „ «i 
riſt . 2. Conſider we our wretched 'and . miſerable -*. + + 
Con Condition ont of Chtiſt ; for ſo we are hopeleſs Eph 15. ** = 
-mor*nd+ helpleſs. -- Of all Perſons, in the world a 
ho al Chriſtle * hg un Enjoyment of 
appill = whakeyct 
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of -- 1 mate. 
Eart him, is the moſt 
miſerable: (1.) As he is deeply indebted to 
God for Life, and the multitude of Mercys re- 
.ceiv'd every day from him; and that Debt muſt 
needs be very great, which is every day beigb- 
ten'd and increagd by freſh Parcels receiv'd in, 
and no part of the Account at any time paid 
off and diſcharg'd. Therefore our Bleſſed Sa- 
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merciful God, than tc 
mw” Tos a 


4 p * 24 A * Rr K — * 
- N 4 * 9 M " an 2 ** n N 
= N zip FRI . . Sel a a WONG re - EY TY r 38 an es nn. * \ 8 rn 8 F - N 4 * "= 
— ERS ORD. r r Wenn . II ERR _ c * r * 
* : 1 8 e 8 R N * N 8 n © RS es 3.90 AE Ie Ch * N . . n 4 8 
N Fenn * r ER 5-5 4 bs * 93% 3 — $f * — In e * 48. os U e 30 * 8 2 - 3 * 7 + 
* x: T2 A ea ; 24.6 : 9 9 2 Hons > N n coed 7 2 rg I 1 
— IS . 5 J TY 8 5 l JE > Ih 238 Fr 5 85 5 UE 7 . 7 K. N 7 * A 
1 * . 7 * R 4 » 4 . * * 7 7 
a" ; * 5 : 
N 


Vs 
i't 


5 59 „ Ty 

Tie Grounds of Aſſurance. 
be ſo ſevere : they rather think that from his 
innate Goodneſs he] be mov'd with Pity, and 
have compaſſion for his great Name's fake. 
No, Sinner, as we told you before, out off 
Chriſt God will never be reconciFd, nor treat 
with fal'n Men in any other way, nor be in- 
treated by em unleſs for his ſake. Therefore 
either intereſt thy ſelf in Chriſt, that he may 
become thy Surety and Bondman to the Juſtice 
of God, or conclude thy Miſery certain, and that 
'twill be ſpeedy. and unavoidable ; as Death and 
Hell are waiting for thee, twill not be long &er 
Death will ſeize and Hell retain and hold thee, 
and that as long as Hell it ſelf endures 

But (2.) Chriſtleſs Souls are miſerable on ac- 
count of their being Rebels and Traitors againſt 
God, their Sovereign Lord, his Crown and 
Dignity. _ Who of us but muſt acknowledg 
our ſelves guilty; conſidering how we have in 
à courſe of inning debas'd the Majeſty of God, 
and from an Averſion to be controuPd have in „ 
effect ſaid with Pharaoh, Who is the Lord that we Exod 3. 2. 
ſhould obey him? O how have we injur'd the 90 
bleſſed Attributes of God, kicking at his Om- 
nipotence by the a of our Rebellions, 
denying his Omniſcience by encouraging our 
ſelves in ſecret Wickedneſs, with the Antients 
of Iſrael: in the Chambers of their Imagery, R_- 
who ſaid, The Lord ſees us not; diſparaging his Ezek. 24. 
Holineſs, as intimating by our Impietys that i= , «+ 
God is no Enemy to our Sins, but rather a faa a 
tron and Abettor of 'em, a Friend to Sinners, wal. 2. 17. 


x 


* 


and like em; unworthily ſuggeiting from his 
Patience and Long - ſufferance with thoſe of old, 
as if God were altogether ſuch a one as themſelves. pſ. $0.21. 
How baſely alſo is the Goodneſs of God abus dd 
by us, when we ſuffer his Benefits to ſlip our 
Memorys, which we ſhould reckon as fo manv 
1 . 8 
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Bonds t to en > us. in his Mes "A 
worſe, . 88 We employ the Bleſ ngs of his 
= Goodneſs in the Service of our L 1 
=. plying our Sins a 2 the Lord as he . 
= ul 10.1. m his Mercys; like Iſracl, Who as God increas d 
the Fruits of his Goodneſs to em, inereas' d 


| A „ their Idols, as if he bir'd em by his Bleſſings 
* to kick more ſtrongly a ainſt him. O. brutilt 
ne Lend es baſe Ingratitu ide, N to e the 
Now becauſt there i is not. one of. as but has 
—_— | broken. the righteous Law of God, forfeiting 
3 thereby all eee wherewith we were 
_ ever inveſted, and by our Sin contracted a 
= Guilt never to be expiated, and a Filth never 
Rr to be purg'd but by the Death and Blood of 
= Jeſus; twas neceſſary, after he had fulßhl'g the 
1 w for us, by a ſtrict and perfect Righteot 
ky 2. E in the whole Courſe of bis Life, that be 
4 ſhould offer himſelf a Sacrifice in Death to God 
1 bor us, that by. virtue of his . the Fu 
. 17 reg fer the Unjuſt,, We mi hr he brought meh to Goa; 
8 1. e. be acquitted and juſtifyd from Fi our Sins, 
deliver'd from a State of Condemnation, and 
_ "6, it into a State of Righteouſneſs and Favour : 
8 fe. 9-22, fo r the Pardon. and Juſtification of Sinners is 
FRE” wholly founded in the Death and Blood of 
+; © 200.21 Chriſt, who: was made Sin for Us, who knuew no 
mr 72 that we (by believing), might be made the 
1 GTA have no Righteouſneſs but what we. have 
EY in the Lord Jeſus, which can ſecure us fron 
3 the Laſhes: of Vengeance. Should we appea 
_— in any other, the Juſtice of God would. find 
= Ila, 4:6. ſome flaw. in it, and ſo prove our Ri hteoul: 
= _ neſs. to be Uarighteouſneſs, All others, arc 
_  _ouly fitto be Exploded as hlthy, Rags And me 
=. {wes * ee ”"_ * rely'd. 20 fo 
Z G1] 5 8 1 N 
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n , As e "the ieren ng of 
1 igri, whom' ghly we have Kighteouſneſs 


ſufficient to ſet us at rights with God, thro the 


ds 2 of his Death aod prevailing larerceſſion, : 

3 4 4 and apply'd by Fagth: 1 And nor 2 
& 10, but to entitle us to the Bleſſiags of ; 
iS . Life: for if. Chriſt be ours, all is ours. 1 Cor. 3. 

5 Whence St. Sohn without the leaſt ſcruple ſays, 21, 22. 
ne He wit has the Sor, bas Life 3, and he who has not h. 3. 


be the Son, has not Life: No, be ſhall not ſee Life; 5 2 
has for che Wrath of Gad abides on him. Thus it” Joh Jo. _ 


ine appears that nothing ſnort of a real Intereſt i in 
ere Chriſt. Jeſus can ſecure the Soul from Wrath, 


L 2 and render it fafe and happy. 
| Kill we muſt remember, that WP. * 
NY tian Aſſurance riſes from the apprehending our 
1 ſelyes intereſted in Chriſt ; and it 2 * 
da weaket ig propottion to our Knowledg of our 
God Union with him. Suppoſe a Man be born a 
d Prince, and Heir to the greateſt Monarch in 
570 the World; his 1 to the Royaltys of his 
' Father's Crown, bis being born to be King 
and to paſſeſs a iy Empire, yields him 
little Satisfaction and lealbre. Neill he-comes to 
know that the King is his Father. Admit alſp. 
that there were left to ſome poor Man a Legacy 
of ten thouſand Pounds; as logs as he remains 


ignorant of it, he is deſtitute of the abundant REY 
257 Joy which e would ariſe from it: tho 
have his Eſtate is mightily better'd by fach Gift, yet - _ 
From his Comfort comes in, by his Knowing it to, be 


his own, and enjoying it as ſuch. And as tis 
1 in Femporals, ſo in Spirituals; whence St. Bak! 8 5 
bol determinꝰd not to acquaint himſelf with a 
1 of the Excellencys to be found amongſt the C- 

and to lem nothing ſave Jeſus dere 3 
— en 4. n hy Wes. on 1 


2 6] * Ae w | 3 ane. 
FEW | Wholeof his Deſire, the Sum of his x 
= vour, and that for which he was willing to 
part with them all, as it's that only which could 
0 aſſure him of the Goodneſs of his State; and 
1 this effectually did it. Chriſt i in us (ſays be 18) 
; Lo. 4. 27. he Hope of Glory; #. e. Chriſt amongſt us; inti- 
86.4 mating that 8. Soul, by pre N ſelf 
WT + To Hy in Chriſt, is 8 [amber . _ 

AT Fob Aſſurance of Glory. 8 
; _ V/e't now briefly inquire by = ales we 
| may certainly know whether we are ſo inte. 


. * 
ak mend A, woes end &B os as ooh 


=, reſted in Chriſt, as to have a well-grounded 
mm. Hope of Glory, "which is the blefſed Effe& and 

Fruit of our Union with him, or no. And 
5 Ii. If we are favingly intereſted in Chriſt, 
we we have ſeen our need of him, and have been 


i feaſible of our Wretchedneſs and Miſery with- 
_—_ out him, and how uttegly im * tis to ſe- 
1 cure our ſelves from the 'Storms of flaming 
1 Wrath ready to be pour'd N on us guilty 
Rebels, or to make the leaſt Satisfaction to in- 
1 cens'd Juſtice from our deep Poverty. Never 
13 was any ſo poor, i guilty, ſo filthy, ſo 
1 wretched as a gracious s Soul has ſeen himſelf 
to be, when deſtitute. of a a nrereſt in 
the Lord leſus. ä 
2. Such alſo have apprehended Chriſt, and 
in him a Fulneſs of Grace every way ſutable to v. 
LL - -theirWaats; and accordingly have own'd, re. ſi 
cCeeiv'd, and apply'd him to the Soul, and rely d is 
* | wholly on him for Pardon, Accepration, and « 
. Salvation. In him, and him only, they have ti 
"IP . experiencd- and found Reſt for the Weary, I: 
4 Health for the Sick, Bread for the Hungry, a 
Clothes for the Naked, Vaſt Treaſures to enrich tt 
ei in their deep Poverty, Pardon and Righ- fo 
- + teouſneſs for the Guilty, Strength for The de 
Is aud Life for ui Prad. 2 "ub from 0 
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tain, that he who is join d to the Lord is one Spirit. 1 Cor. 6. 
3. Such as are thus taken into Union with 17. 
the Lord Jeſus, have experienc'd a real and 
thorow Change in themſelves; they are quite 
metamorphos'd, they are other fort of Crea- 
tures than they were before, they are ſet on 
another bottom, . breathe in another Element, 
act by other Principles, and live to other Ends: 


Creature. New ? Not with reſpe& to the Mat- 17. 
ter of which he is made. We are not in the 
new Creation diveſted of the old, and cloth'd 
with a new Body, or inſpir'd with a new Soul; 
but new with reſpect to the Affections and Diſ- 
poſitions of the Soul, which powerfully incline 
us to lead a new Life, to mend what's amiſs, 
and to order our Converſations aright: Or elſe 
how can it appear that old things are done away, 
end that all things are become nem: © 


or, as Paul ſays, he who is in Chriſt is a nem 2 Cor. 3 
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vain do we pretend to an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
— ſince the Holy Ghoſt is ſo expreſs, that he who 
d is in him is a new Creature; intimating beyond 
d contradiction, that ſuch as are not new Crea- 
e tures are not in Chriſt. For ſuch as are, have 
„ experienc'd a Removal of the 61d Frame, and 
V5 a Production of the new; know that whereas | 
h they were once carnal, they are now ſpiritual z 
1 formerly of a ruffling and turbulent Temper, 
now of a meek and quiet Spirit. It takes us 
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8 83 and merciful. It raiſes us to 207 holy | 
| <-.- ©. Contempt of the World, works in us Conten- 
| ES . tation in every tate, and Reſignation. to the 
. rige Will. It defaces 1 in us the Image of the 
+, earthly Man, and moulds is into the Image of 
Mr 88 3 1 heavenly: yea, it tranſlates us out of the 
3 hg gdom of Satan into that of our Lord je- 


where Chriſt is own'd as our Head and 
FA, where we are ſubject to his Laws, and 
by ſincere Obedience anſwer to his pure and 
Holy. Precepts,. 28 in the N Face anſwers 


> — — 
7 W 
$2 


A fourth Rule by which” we may know our 
CRM {elves to be favingly intereſted in Chriſt, and 
RR ſequently be aſlur*d of the Goodneſs of our 
wo e is our Conformity to him, or N 
1 2 him in all things, by Hving as he Jiv'd 3 


1 10. 2.8. he who ſays he abides in Chriſt, ought alſe to alk 
"TM even 46 he png. Tis incumbent on every one 
1 to do. To profeſs Unit n with Chriſt, and 
we - fixe! in Sin, is dlabolical and deluſive. A Parti- 
** N 25. cipation of the Grace of Chriſt will lead us 
ſhew forth the Virtues of Chriſt: "Which 
|; brings me to je a e 
„Sixth and Laſt, thing which I ſhall name, ras 
4 Ground whence this [Chriſtian - Aſſurance 
1 Ces: and that is Prackical Godlineſs, Righ- 
1 teouſueſs of Life and "Converſation, which 1s 

ws Hors always a Fruit of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
imputed yt Aon Nl the Effect of the 
Righteouſneſs of Sandtification,” wrought in us 


px the Spiritc of Holineſs. If this be wanting, 
= Ve can't on any good ground conclude our ſelves 
= -Tafe. We may pleaſe our ſelyes with fond Fan- 
ee and by airy. Speculations and enthuſiaſtick 
"24; ations, betray our ſelves into Deceit and Mi- 
1 Os | s on en 1 as of Confo 
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mity to God i but tis this Walch 
| 85 3 infallib 95 eee to. us that ee arg ihe. 
Claren of unleſs. St. Fobn be "miſtaken, 
who tells us expreſiy, that; this t fs. 
God are manifeſt, and the Children of this Devil ; 10. : 
He who does not Rightebuſneſs i n not of God, What 
can be more plain, than that they who are not 
the Children of God are the Children of the * 
Devil; and not only they whodo Unrighteonſ. 
neſs, but he who does not Righteouſneſs is not 

of God! ? Nothing ſhort of Godlineſs' of Life 
can aſſire us that we are the Childre 


Ne 


7 | | * 
and this will do't, as tis an Evidence of at 
being form'd in his Image: for, ſays the Apo- * -. 8 
ſtle further, If ye know that he 5s righteous, Je I. a, 
know (or know Jy). that « every one who does 29. 

00: ſneſs is born of him. 

T ince by ſo ultqueſtionable a Rule it may 
de Jain to every Man's Conſcience what 
his State is, and to whom he belongs (which 
we may know if we ſincerely N our own 
Souls, whether we are Doers or not vers of 
r we'l for your more particular 

Help in this Matter ſhew you, (10 What we 
mean by Righteouſneſs of Converſation, and 
wherein it conſiſts. (2.) That it's necella „ 

render our State ſafe, and our Souls comforta- CO. 0 
ble, 1 in the Aſſurance of the Safety of our State. 3 

As to the former, Righteouſneſs of Life con- 

any in 1 all the Powers of 10 ol 
ſiſting all Temptations to Iniquity, in guardin ES. 
_ nd all the Weapons ep nat. of Un- > . 
F n in mortifying all evil Habits and  ; 1. 06 

Diſpoſitions, and breaking off all vicious, Prac- g Fg 4 2 
tices in the Courſe of our Converſations: For =_ 
the Dehn of Sin was the Son of God ma- 1 bse, =" 
nifeſted, ard all” the N Gy N NA 3 
= nh nb Which 
F; Oe” = | * W. # 1 


1 
n 


1 of your Doing 
vil, learn to do well. Again, 


* 5 WT 5 8 Ye. Double-mitded. Hearts and. Hands, 
4 _ "Aﬀectiogs and Converſations muſt be made 
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OY 5 1 bits, . and alſo a reforming of evil Practices, 


nication, UVncleanneſs, inordinate A Aﬀettions, evil 
Tune iſcenge and. ovetouſneſs, which it Idol 

Theſe, and ſuch like things, declarę us tobe 
the Servants of Sin, and bring down the Wrath 

of God upon the Children of Diſobedience. 
„ Peu what we will, tis very plain 
Wickedneſs of Heart and Life "maſt be remov'd 
and abandon'd, elſe we 22 never have an 
comfortable Aſſurance that we belong 
ap. - Jahn tells us, that he w ho commits Si 245 of the 
Devil; 1. e. ſuch as commit Sin, ſo as to abide 


. 
2 ” * 


ves; or ſuch as allow themſelves in the fre- 

duent Practice of any known Sin, tho but one: 

i er there is ſuch a Contrariety to and Enmity 
againſt God in the Nature of Sin, that to in- 
dulge our ſelves in any, ſo as to commit it with 
"'Delltiration and Allowance, will argue the 

5 1 to be greatly deprav'd and alienated from 
Now of fuch only the Apoſtle ſpeaks, when 
= he ſays, He who commits Sin is of Ich 

tber Vile *twou'd lay the Hopes of the moſt ho- 
ly Men in the World a gaſping : for there is 

got one who lives and fins not. But tho the 
righteous Man fins, tis not with - Allowance 

And Delighy, but thro Weakneſs and Inadver- 

8 tence, with Reluctance and Remorſe : ſuch be- 


* Folie jor The ku” N 


een, before, my 
Sinners, and purify. your | 


clean. There muſt be a Removal of evil Ha- 


Mich is plain from St. Pays Injiinfion; Ar. 
| c. 5,6. tify your Members which. are upon the. Earth, For- 


- » and continue ſinning in the Courſe of their 


Devil; o- 


lt * — 


any. 
| 9 Pm 0: he, the Force 
5 of à Temptation, he remains not nor * 
Nen « Femp generally gains a Recovery 
by the Aid of Faith = Repentance, and after 


with Sin and Temptation; inſomuch that he 
is now purpos d to offend no more, at leaſt not 
preſumptuouſly: And if ſuch fin thro Weak- 
neſs,” and ſincerely repent. of it, they need mot 
deje& themſelves as if there were no Hope 3 * 
for God bas provided a Remedy for em, in 
that believing and pious Men have an Advocate 
wih the Father, Jeſus Chr) t the Right eos. 
5 on This Righteouſneſs" of Life conſiſts in 
forming and governing — ſelves by the Rule 
's righteous Law, maintaining a Confor- 
5 to Or in all we do, employing our ſelves 
conſtantly i iy that which is good, coming up to 
that Pitch 
Word, and to that Pattern of Righteouſneſs 
which he has: given us in himſelf, and iff the 
Perſon of our Saviour, ſo far as tis poſſible in 
our mortal State to do; having our Minds con- 
tinually depending on him for the Supplys of 
his Grace, faithfully endeavouring to improve 
all Grace receiv'd to his Glory, by yielding - 
bedience to his Commandments in all our Ac. 
tions: This *twas which denominated Zacha- Luk 16 


Buy Righteonſneſs of Life we don't mean per- | 
fect and ſinleſs Obedience, which was peculiar ., 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but an actual and fin- =» 
cere conforming our ſelves to God's Command- 
ments, living up to the Obligation which we 
are under, and performing all Dutys incum- 
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Reſtoration becomes a more reſolute Wreſtler 1 5. 8 * 


9 
1 Joh. a. 2. 
0 * 
8 I 


Piety which God requires in bis e 


rias and Elizabeth to be —_—— Perſons. Va 


bent on us. (1+) In expreſſing Piety towards: rer. 4 


45 en ig, () 'vy Wi gall the Go 
= can te = ara fret o doe 
« 12 dans us, avoiding. all Un- 
k ; nanagingou * with Truth 
1 18 Juſtice, v id ef ying, Deceit and Fraud; 
* dats: being kind and: — doin thoſe 
Offices of Reſpect and Courteſy, whereby we 
| may b& profitableto-the Souls or Bodys of o- 
"ih imitating the ever-bleſſed Jeſus, who 
Acts 10. en about” doing goad. (3.) In Maintaining 
38. Tempe and Sbbriety in the Courſe of our 
Iivesz a Virtue, Which if generally practis d, 
„wound be of univerſal Advantage. Twould 
make Men content with a little, and keep em 


many run into: Who by breaking the Hedg of 
God's Commands, itilaviſhly ſpending their Pa- 
trimony on their Luſts and [Miocene { often 
come to Want and Penury; and then being 
ſenſible. — their former Grandeur muſt fall 
into che Duſt „and themſelves into Contempt, 
a tlling more irkſom to many than Death it 
5 For preventing this, do betake them- 
| ſelves: to wretched and unrightedus Courſes. 
Some, under the Diſpuiſe of a religions Pro- 
feſſion, wrong and defraud thoſe with whom 
they have to do, by equivocating, lying, and 
many other Artifices: Others are not aſham'd 
more openly by Force to take away the Right 
of thoſe they meet with, without any regard 
to that Righteoufneſs of Life, which we told 
Jon oanſiſts in 1 from Evil, and dving 
- Goods . 8 
And now as ne cond things” that this is 
* neceſſary to render our State ſafe, and our Souls 
comfortable in the Aſſurance of it, will ap- 
Pear fràm the -unerring, T — on — 25 
"NO ue VIdend 


back from that Injuſtice and Oppreſſion which 


ST — 2 


rw 


1212 — hö 
Ril'd-s Preacher of Righteouſneſs by his Dog 


— —— — 


the Sedomites,” amongſt — — bd 


Rone, which deſtro 
Citys. Nay, -*(mith- reverence be it ſpoken 


teous Servants, and 


are out of the reach fem. 1 © 


* 
T2. 


char 1 8 —.— Walesa 
conſider Naahb, 


which fell like Dew. from Heaten en the 
and ungodly World: But when God ſaw — * 


neſs he thought fit to uſe with that Generation, 
and that they would not be reſtrain'd from fol- 
lowing their wicked and; vile Intentions, de | 
bro the Flood upon em, but firſt orders : - 
at rk to preſerve his righte Sen. J. 1. 
"Alſo Tot, whoſe rig hren Send mas ver d and 2 Per. 2. 
grier d from day to day 6 


by virtue of his Righteouſneſs, which diſtin- 
guiſh'd him from the Wicked, ſuch à Sanctua- 
ry and Intereſt in the Favour of God, as ſe- 
cur'd him from thoſe Flames of Fire and Brim- 


yd the People with their 


boch is te Re peer which God has to his righ- 4 
AQOINCETA: for their: Safety, **s 
as reſtrains his Hands from executing his juſt Cen. 19. 


Judgments on the Wicked, till bis Ones 22. 


Another Witneſs you have in the Prophet 
Ezekiel, teſtifying the G oodneſs of 4 righteous 
Man's State, in the'vaſt Difference which God 
makes between the Godly and the Wicked. IF 
And as he ſhews every 3 re onhis ,_ 
continuing in Sin, that he muſt die ſo he. 
ſures the pious Man, on his perſevering in his 
Righteouſneſs, doing the things Which are 
right and good in the Sight ot the Lord, that 
be ſhall live, as the ag th and 33d Chapters new 
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this day ever calld in queſtion; or 


1 
Lo” 
#} * 


bad * 4 
2 


ue 1. & and happy State of Zacharias and Elizabeth, by 
walli in the Lord's Ordinances and Command- 
Wh mem blameleſs;, i; e. uprightly ? And *tis cer- 
aw” "tain, all who ſincerely devote themſelves, by 
1 an actual Conformity of their Actions in the 
. general Courſe of their Lives, to the Obſer- 
1 vance of God's Holy Laws, arrive at a State 
1 uo leſs ſafe and happy; as the Apoſtle aſſures 
1 Joh. 3. y. us, He who does Righteouſneſs it Righteous, even 
| 4 God is Righteous + which he introduces with a ' 
Caution, charging the Saints that they "ſhould e 
uu 0t ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduc'd by the So- b 
Ss. _|phiſtry of any, how high ſoever their Preten - f 
_—_— des were to Faith and Rnowledg, whilſt they n 
'  ' . were looſe and wicked in their Converſations. - 
V 
tc 
ri 


S_ _—_— —_— ng V2 


* * 
huts, OM 


* - Such there were in the Apoſtles Days call'd 
1 Gnoſticks, who were Men mn Light and 
_ high Pretenſions, but wretchedly looſe and vi- 
= _ cious1n their Lives, like him from whom they 
—_ 7 Pane. viz. Simon Magis, as ſome tell us. 
And truly tis deſitable there were no ſuch in Ml !y 


| . © our day, as tis to be fear'd there are too ma- 
ny who decry all Creature - Duty, make a Noiſe of 
of Faith, and reſt in the Theory of Religion 
and Godlineſs, whilſt they manifeſtly neglect er 
Righteouſneſs of Life (the very Life and Power MW + 
wdW.)!kereof) But whoever they are that thus lie in NI 
= wait to deceive, believe em not, leave em un- wh 
_.. der their Deluſions; pity 'em rather than be tea 
TY perſuaded, either by their pernicious Doctrine WI. 
= — - ar corrupt Example, to negle&t Holineſs of {W'* ! 
= Ife; ſince he who does Righteouſneſs is born 00 
_ + of God, being righteous as God is righteous. 5 
= g Moreover, that Righteouſneſs of Life is ne- bi 
= ceſſary to render our State ſafe, and our Souls Ito 
1 cCamfortahle in the Aſſarance of it, will be 
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er evidenc'd by the following 


1. It appears from mtr. of Satan's 

Working, which is either to keep us in the 

Fetters of our Iniquitys, and from turning to 

God, or elſe to turn us from our Allegiance to | 

God, and the Obedience of the Juſt ;. which is 2 Cor. 4. 

evident from his Procedure with our firſt Pa-.3» 4. 
rents in the Garden. r 

e 2. Tis alſo e from the Sentiments of the 

5 Wicked themſelves, whoſe Foundation is no 

„n {WW ſooner ſhaken by Death's preſenting it ſelf to 

a em, but they quit all their former Holds, let 

4 go their old Confidences as vain, become ſenſi- 

»- ble of their wretched Miſtake, in living ſen- 

1- M8 frally, and loving the ways of Unrighteouſ- 

ey neſs; and therefore with Balaam they vehe- 


s. mentiy cry out, Let me die the Death of the Numb. 3. a 


20 Wl Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his. If a 16. 

ad Way may be ;ade'd Good or Bad by the End 

-j. WW to which it leads, then no Courſe ſo ſafe as a 

ey {Wl righteous Life, | ade 0 
3. Tis clear from the judgment of the God- pf. 19.134 


of their Prayer to God with Holy David, that oy a3 git 
he would deliver em from all Evil, and lead 5 9 
em on in the way of his righteous Judgments. _ 
4. As the Advancement of Holineſs is that John 13. 


teouſneſs; and in his Death, which he ſuffer'd, ng 

with intent to redeem us from all Iniquity, ant 

to purify us to himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 5 

good WW, or ks. | Re es ; | 
5. *Tis the great Work and Buſineſs of the 

Spirit of Holineſs to illuminate and lead us in- 

to Truth, to purge and ſanctify us, to aid and 

aſt us, to confirm and eſtabliſh us in Ri — 15 


ly, that practical Godlineſs or Righteouſneſs of blass. 3. ⁵ 
Life is neceſſary, ſince they make it the Matter 2 Tim / 


which our bleſſed Saviour aim'd at in his Life, ! $ „ 
wherein he was a perfect Example of all Righ- Ar !:? 


13 * l — into-the- Divine 
Likeneſs, by imprinting on eur Souls (as the 
Uh - the . the enen or Amate of 
elf -:-+ 57 445: 2g ent TOE AS 

6. To make us Holy" i is. the great Delight of 
- theGoſpel- The Precepts of it are 48 f0 ma- 
nu Lines drawn for us to walk by, which give 
us a Glance of the perfect Purity of God, whoſe 

4: $ they are, and ſhew us to What a Pitch 
me of Godlineſs we ſhould labour to arrive, and 
"a. that it ſhould bear ſome Proportion to his Ho- 
I 2 Per. 1. lineſs, who ſays, As be who has call d you is Ha- 
$8 . 25, 18. Sec ye Holy in all manner of Cunvenſatiom. 
3 pel-Promiſes are given us to uo other End, 


— nor I the Apoſtle uſe em to any other pur- 
= * "ae poſe than to encourage Righteouſneſs of Life 
N and Converſation, calling on the Saints poſſeſt 
e of dem to cleanſe themſelues from all Flthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit,- and to perfebt Holineſs in the 
= 5 Fear ef God. And that compendious Account 
F © which is given us of the Grace of God, which 
1 FY hath appear'd, and brings Salvation to all Men, 


I—_ Ss wot eo ae ̃ - 


—_ 


AE” has no other Intendment than purely to teach 
=—_—” Fit, 2. us, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Lajr, 
i hf * ö on I live ſoberly, righteouſly. _ godly in 
__ tbis preſent evil Mord. ; 
1 "0 8 29-4 To promote Holineſs of ** is the mani- 
EL N Deſigu of God in his Dealings with Men, 
4 both by his Mercys and Judgments. By the one 


— 2 — 


"Yb on” be would reſtrain us from our Rebellions, and 
by the other allure us to Obedience; and from 
pfil. 10f. both would oblige us to obſerve his Statutes and 
45+ keep his Laws, who condeſcends-to reaſon: and 
See Ezek, expoſtulate with us, ſaying, Turn ye, tun ye, ra 
+ Chap. 18. 1. 5 ye die, Q Houſe of Iſrael? A plain Mm 
& 33 Indication, that if we turn ſrom our Wicked- 
—_ = and do that which is lawful and right, we I ex 
= _ fall ine ; for Koike dr n Pleaſure 15 the Ce 


with Sin, the only Can heir dying. But 8 
from the Purity of his Nature he loves the Righ- .- + 
teons, and with Pleaſure beholds the Upright: t: 
Nay, he accounts highly of em, and will glory © xx 
in em as a Man will glory in his choiceſt or-. 
naments and moſt excellent Treaſure, and a- 
cordingly will uſe em. To ſpeak with reye- _ 
rence, he will not only diſplay the Splendor ob 
their Glory to others, but he himſelf will take M8 
em as a Crown and Glory. They ſhall be a —_— 
Royal Diadem in the Hand of their God, and —_ 
for their Comfort he Il give em a new Name, MW 
Hephzi-bah, lignifying is Delight in em. If. 62. 2, 
4 Righteouſneſs of Life is neceſſary, as tis 3» . 1 
the way wherein the pious Man may moſt. cer = 
tainly expect to meet with God. Tis the 
Highway, the beaten Path in which he moſtt 
frequently takes his Turn with the Soul; as the 1 
Prophet ſpeaking» to God ſays, Thou meeteſt Ila. 4. . 
him who rejoices and works Righteouſneſs, and re. 
members. thee in thy Ways. As Princes have their 
publick. Walks, ſo they have their more pri- 
vate Ways'to meet and impart themſelves to: 
ſuch of their Payourites as they. pleaſe ; even 
ſo has God his private Way to meet and ſolace S _— 
the pious Soul, which is done by the quicken- n 
ing and comforting Influences of the Holy Spi- 0 \ 
rit blowing upon em, whereby he is many 
times with*em before they are aware, cauſin 
rom il their ſluggiſh and droſſy Spirits delightfully to 
and mount up Heaven-wards,filling the Sails of their ___ + 
and WW Affections with pleaſant aud refreſhing Gales, 
e, raviſning the Heart with Joy, and that in ſuch a 
lain manner, as they can give no certain account of. 
ked- W But tho moſt, if not all the ſincerely Godly, —_ 
1e experience it to be ſo; yet the way in which © © . 
; God moſt ge arr and meets his People, _ 
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14- himſelf in his Love and Grace to the Soul; 
therein he leads and guides for gracious Ends 
and happy Purpoſes : and if at any time fuch 
are at aloſs, and mourning under a want of 
the Divine Preſence, the moſt certain way of 
meeting with him is that of his own Inſtitu- 
tions, as we may learn from his gracions An- 
ſwer to the enquiring Spouſe : Tell me, fays ſhe, 
O thou whom my Soul loveth, where thou fredeſt, 
where thou makeſt thy Flocks to reſt at Moon; for 
why ſhould I be as one that turns aſide from the 
Hoc of thy Companions? If thou knoweſt not, 
replys he, O thou faireſt among Women, go thy 
Mt forth by the Footſteps of the Flock, S feed 
ty Kids by the Shepherds Tens. 
An active Attendance on God in a religious 
_ Obſervance of his Commands, is the moſt ſure 
and certain way to meet with kim, and that for 
the moſt excellent Ran we. enjoying Com- 
munion with him. Communion ſprings from 
Likeneſs, and is always an Effect of Love; but 
how. God, who is Righteouſneſs it ſelf, can 
; hate Sin (which he muſt neceſſarily do) and at 
the ſame time indulge the Sinner under the Do- 
minion of his Luſts, is not to be 'imagin'd. 
-  » Thereis ſuch an Enmity in Contrarys, as ren- 
ders it impoſſible to reconcile em whilſt the 
Enmity remains : either God muſt part with 
the Purity of his Nature, which is impoſſible Ml; 
to him, or clſe the Sinner muſt part with his 
Unrighteouſneſs, without which there can be 
no Communion. For faith St. Paul, What Com- 
munion bath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs ? 
M hat Fellowſhip hath Light with Darkneſs ?” None W 
at all. There is always an Oppoſition between 
the Fleſh and Spirit, between a rightegus God ©: 
and an uorighteous Soul. Was it nor. Sin 


1 


r , we . 


. 


further evident, 


"» * 


Kh been ide Dificrence between: 'God and 
Man? A: werving from original Righteo 
which turn'd the Angels out of Heaven, 


our firſt Parents out. of Paradiſe ? And will not bn 
the Diſtance, maintain | 


_ which firſt begat 
n where tis not ſincerely repented 
57 And if fo, tis as reaſonable to imagine it 
le for God to enter into a League of 
Friendſhip with the Devil, as to have Commu- 
nion with an impure Soul. 
Our Communion with. God i is founded on a 
Removal of the Unrighteouſneſs of Sin, and 
ractiſing Righteouſneſs in the Courſe of our 


| Fives; flowing — Union with a n 3 


and of this — Lord bimſelf aſſures us, 
Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, 


EN tho they be red 
like Crimſon, rhey ſhall be as Wool. For a Man to 
fancy, whilſt he is in a State of Unrighteouſ- 


neſs, that he is a Favourite of God and in 


Communion with him, is to deceive himſelf un- 
der the cleareſt. Light and fulleſt Evidence 
which can be to the contrary. If we ſay that 


we have Fellowſhip with God, and walk in Darkneſs, * 1. 


Light, as God is in the Light, thes have we Fellows © 


we lie and do not the Truth ; but if we wall in the ®7 


ſhip one with another, and the Blood of Feſus * 
bis Son cleanſes us from all Sin. 

9. That Righteouſneſs of Life is neceſ ary, is 
in that we can have no com- 
fortable Aſſurance of our Election of God with- 
out it. That there is an Election of Men and 
Women to Salvation, according to the Grace 
and good Pleaſure of God, is moſt certain, 
but to ſuppoſe or preſume that we are of thas 
number, whilſt under che Dominion of . 
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ether ; and then come — I. wy * i Y ” - ; 
and let we reaſon top tho your Sins be as Scar- "T1 18. 5 
let, . your 
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| it; eme e, dees 
we gratify a ſenſual Appeti 
Lontrary. For tho the Ble& of — 
in Chriſt before the Foundation of the World, 
in the Apoſtle's ſenſe; and to know out ſches to 
de the Subjects of Blecting Love, is Grace" fo 
great, that it ſets us but one Step ſhovtiaf Hea- 
ven, and gives us now and then a Glimpſe' of 
the Glory of it: yer we can never noch our 
Tok 1. 4. ſelves de ſuch, but by being Holy' ant 'wichour 
Blame before him * Love; which is the thing he 
has in Chriſt moſt immediately choſen us to, 
and which the Holy Spirit teſtifies to Man of. 
- Nothing, I ſuy, can aſſure us of our Blec- 
4 tion, bat Holineſs of Heart and Life; and that 
"uy © e will, as the infpir'd David. acknowledges: | 
| "KH - TE Know rr the Lord: as" ſer apart him who. i; 
_ ' Godly fer himſelf; which is expreſt, 1 
: comfort he'd odly under the | Diſcou ts 
which Arbe x — "The * various a _— 


; Spirix of God bas 
| And St. Paul uſes the Conſide- 
WE Tation of our Election as a Motive to induce us 
54 Col. 3. 12. to Holineſs, or to grow and increaſe more and 
i 0 more therein. We may as well dream of / find- 
3 ing Eaſe in Hell, as fancy tb have the Privi- 

* leges of the Elect of God, whilſt we — 95 
8 5 the Mire of any of our Iniquitys. 
10. Nothing can truly avail and profit 
85 white we are deſtitute of Righteouſneſs'of Life; 
”  _. _. efpecially when we come to ſtand before hriſt, ch 
| 4 e Z ab 188 8g" = 3 e fin 
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3 4070 6h a Man dees t My that 


he ENTS, d, without a Progeny of good Works 


7 the Truth of his Faith? Can Fazth 
es arks ic dead. Tis but an empty Sound, 4, 17+ 
n alry Speculation, a dead Priiiciple. being as 

Me. Next to an litereſt ih-Ghriſt, a well- 
ſpent Life will contribate moſt to our Comfort 
in Death, and to furniſh us with Boldneſs in the 
Great Day, whed Chriſt will appear cloth d in 

onfneſs, and prepat d to execute Judg- 

ing Intereeſſſon, as our High 
ceaſe, and all portunitys 
5 ting Grace will "hi at an end j r moſt 
nent „ melting Im rtunĩty, and 
dnate Cry $ will then prove fruitleſs. How 


rain then wit be all Pleas urg'd from Profeſ- 


7 Privileges? Being Auditors of Chriſt's 


y: Diſcourſes, eating and drinking in his Pre- * f 


. . out Devils in his Name, and do- * 95 3 1 
e many wonderful Works will not avail, Iii 
upon the Scrutiny, which he will then make; 


we be found Workers of Triquiry. The Cry o 

our Sins untepented of will be more eiche 
to our Condemnation, than the Plea of our Mi- 
racles, if we had em to urge, will be for our 
Acceptation; of which our Lord has ſuſficient- 


ven "but he that doth the Will of my Father who is | 
in Heaven, &. 
11. That a C. ifbrmity to God in Holineſs 
is neceſfary to render our State ſafe, and our 
Souls comfortable, is certain from the Advan- © 
tage-which fſirall accrae to the Righteous under 
all Oeentrences- Let Wind and Tide move as 
they z let Ctoſſes and Afflictions come like 
Bic hd of ay OE, IM on k The New a 
4 4 


4 No, it will not, it catinot, for Faith Jam. 2. ; 
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jp We bet Men Wa pi onſpire,. and 
all things in human judg ent, run_counter to 
1 _ the pious Man's rt, "_ he is mW 
lſafe and happy Man in the World. 
1 aud omni potent God ee . 
1 rity and Welfare, who muſt be diveſted of his 
1 OO . e a boner ſuf- 
r Da y m erce 7 
Storms 1 can be rais d againſt em: 
of this he would not have em rut, cha: 
I, 3.10. 10g, his Prophet to aſſure the 8 that it 
all go well with em. It can't go. otherwiſe, 


* 28. things for their Gad. 


WE: - Fus. 6. No the Plalmiſt aflures us, that. the Righ- 
=. teous ſhall: be had in everlat ing. Remembrance. 
_ God Will never forget em, he will always have 


em in Mind, not only to ſuſtain *em under Miſ- 
1 49. 15- fortunes, and deliver em out of Troubles, but 
neb.6. 10. gloriouſiy to reward their Work and Labour of 
Love, which they haue ſhewn towards his Name; in 
taking em to the Enjoyment of a Kingdom 
| we for 'em, where hel place a Royal Dia- 
dem on their bleſſed Heads, and clothe em with 
8 Jlory more bright than the Sun in the Firma - 
ment. Chriſt will welcome all the Righteous 
dt... > 25. with a Well done, and Come ye Bleſſed of my Fa- 
[ 7 ' # * ., ther, inherit the Kin King ao prepar 2 for yon. The 
ſiuhall he make good (if not ſooner) the Truth 
rr 1 85 . of David's Arteſtation,, Verily there is Aena 
for the Righteous. 


Is * 


BE < | Thus we have ſhewn vou that Righteouſ: 
=_— neſs of Life flowing from Purity of Heart, the 


certain Fruit of Union with Chriſt, is neceſſa- 
1 ry to render our State ſafe, and our Souls Com- 
7 fortable in Aſſurance of it. O-+ therefore fol- 
low after Righteouſneſs, and exerciſe Yor ſelves 
4 t to e. 5 ou Goc 0 


222 
Py 
Band 35, ' » 
Fg >. 4 " 
4-75 . 3 > 
* wc 2. 
' . FN 3 
4 E 3 KEY {> 
5 
1 
1 


| Rom. 8. ſince God has engag d to order and diſpoſe al 
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ſincere Obedience thro the whole Courſe of your 
Lives, owing your ſelves in no Sin, nor in 
the Qmillion of any part of your Duty; and 
he wall afſure your Hearts that practical Godli- 
neſs is more than an airy - Speculation, as hav- 
ing the Promiſe of the Life which now is, and 
of that which is to come. Thus have we dif- 
ONE true Gr $ whence Chriſtian Af- 
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ue Thing which I propos'd to do; and 
tis to aſlign ſome of the PROPERTYS 
of this Aﬀfarance, that ſuch as think they have 
it, may, by the moſt probable and certain Rules, 
know. whether it be of the right kind. But 
becauſe I have been fo large on the Grounds 
whence it ariſes, where enough is ſaid n | 
any Man who will deal candidly with himſelf, 
whether he be aſſur d of his Salvation on a right 
bottom or not, PII ſpeak more briefly of the Pro- . - 
pertys.and Handmaids of Aſſurance: And the 
Firſt is Admiration of the Grace and Love of 
God, and our Lord Jeſns Chriſt towards us. 
This fills the Soul with Wonder, upon its ſoar- 
a- ing aloft in Contemplation, and taking a View __ , .. 
us by Faith, as from Mount Piſgab, of the match» ' © 
4 leſs . Excellency of unſeen things. Every 
en WM Glimpſe we have of God, every Taſte of hin 
th Love, and Remembrance of his Mercys, muſt . 


* 


6— , , ˙c ar ee IE 
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rd needs lead us to admire both them and their uk 
8 thor, Many things happen in the World unn. 
uſual and rare, which we are apt to wonder at: Jax 
but a pious Man marvels at nothing fo much as * za 

the Love of God, manifeſting himſelf ſavingly _ 

in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, and aſſuring tus * 

Soul of ſo high and excellent an Happineſs as 8 
that of Heaven and Glory; the conſideration 
he Mind with Raptures, ad 
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1 enen in an tay "of | 

| Ex 9 altonift d) Kh th 99 5 5 

John 14 dr N h Jul er. 
and not unto the World? To us as Vile as 
whe have fin'd againſt thee with as hi 
— s others, and have merited Hell as well 
po porting How is it that thou haft broken our 
Fetters, pluck*d us as Brands out of the Burn- 
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tions, _ deſtray'd our Enmity, taken us into 
Favour, adopted us into thy "Houſe, hag trea- 
ted us as Children? 155 
Grace never to be thought of by us wh 

_ "> Wonder f A Senſe whereof diſpoſes an inge- 
= nuous Soul, in whom this Work of Grace is 
wrought, notwithſtanding all Powers obſtruc- 
ting, to Tife higher in Joy, and with more tri- 

Tech. 4.7-ump hant Shouts to cry, Grace! Grace ! untoir, 
Ezra Ezra than the Fews did in Ezre's time, on their be- 


4 + aff at which the old Men 7% Þ * Joy, and the 
1 young Men ſhouted aloud, the Noiſe 


 toadmireit, and to ſay with the Apoſtle, 4 
| * 4 4 Jahan. bold! what manner of Love has the Father beſtow! 


, that we fbould be called the Sons er 


| 4 Or with David, in the Foretaſts of Heaven 

| WW Bo” and Glory, which pious Souls have in the Aſſu- 

rt 31.19. rance of it, O how great is thy Goodnefs which 

#4 thou haſt laid up for them that loue thee, for them 

4 4 0 Eph. 3. 18, who truſt in fly Mercy Or with St. Paul, 0 
: Bo 19. ' Heighth and Depth, Br tadth and Length -of the 

| | Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth Knowledg ! 4 0 Grace 


_ both boundleſs and bottomleſs, fever th be 
1 comprehended but to be eternally d! A 


Second Property is Thankfulnefs. *& Holy 
Soul, under the Senſe and Sight of Grace and 
.. 1 Love a _— is firectly intent de e 
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ing, rais d us out of the Mire of our Corrup- 


1 13. holding the Foundation of their Temple laid, 


MM was Beard afar off. I fay, 12 it leads us 


4 4# 2 ? * 
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only to en n 5 and n 


| and 
. eller 
3 thereto. © Praiſe is the Work of Hea- 


of Him e gre omen and to the Lamb Rev. 4.8, 
who ie worth 


hold the Face of God, ſo they inceſſantly adore A 


Work and Employment of Holy Souls on nx F 15 
and height of Praiſe; nor is ** 


this Body of Fleſh, ſhould be ſcrew's up ſo high, 
as to yield Notes as clear and harmonicus, as 


Saints, and refin'd and pure 8 


"Bs toatrive at the ſame Happineſs; and then 


wondring at, to Thankfulneſs for che ſame. 
Thankfalneſs is a religious and grateful ac. 1 
knowledgment of all the Love and Kindneſs of + © 
God — Praiſe and Glory. Chriſtian Aſſu- —_ 
rance furniſhes the Soubwith manifold Motives + 

a} laducements to Praiſeand Thank. 
fulneſs, and ddes mighti ite and difpoſe 


The Angels, who are happy inthe Vi- 
— Fruition of there, are wholly © © 


taken up in framing Hallelujahs to the Honour 


That holy Choir of Cherubims 9.40.4 « lt 
and bleſſed Seraphims, as they continually be- = f. 1. "on 


and praiſe his Perfections. Praiſe chere is the 
only Note of Small and Great, of Saints and 
Angels, from the loweſt to the higheſt Form 
an Order of em : even ſo it is very much the 
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Earth, tho they do not come up to that pitch _— 
the Affections of our drofly Souls; whilſt in . > 3s 


thoſe Which are chanted _— 'by-plorify'd 8 
11 85 "i yer they "ub Pp Wt, bt, 
will riſe as high as they can in a delightful cele-. — 
brating the Praiſes-of God and the Lamb, imi- "KY 
tating thoſe of the Heavenly Region; tho as 


yet they can't reach the Degree and Perfection 1 


of their Praiſe. Tis confeſt that they above 
bave got far before us, but holy and aſſur d ae. | 
Souls are following hard after, and hope e. 
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- In the mean: tics pt =; 


- the Soul to Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, 


3, 4. the God aul Father of o Lord Jeſus $1 who 
cecending te his e ex, bas 


aAguin unte à livel 3 
2 Chriſt from Dead, to an Inheritance in- 
rruptible, undefil d, and which OI not away, 
3 refered in Heaven for us.” endeavour to 
Pal. 103. Excite their Souls, as David. did, ſaying, Bleſs 
22 the Lord, O my Soul, and all that it within' me 
2 his' Holy Name. And this he lays down as 


* ial Property of aſſur d Souls, Who of 
- toſs del neareſt to God, to be ſtill-prai- 


* * * "he 
. gn. th k 4 
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13 — the Hearts of his Diſciples 
e rſonated- the Church of God) but we 
— 24s W 3 returning to Feruſalem 
31552, * oy, and remain'd contin praiſmg 
245 the ery Emblem o ; Heaven 


K 


+? caſting our Eyes backward we may take a view 
=: of that deep Miſery into; which we were — 
„ by Sin, and how ſeaſonably God remember d 
auc rais'd us out of that low Eſtate; how. — 
wee once pining away, and ready to periſn for 
Hunger, and how he in great Mercy ſhower'd 
_ down his heavenly Manna upon us · to keep us 
av” from ſtarving : What Slaves we were to our 
Ss ' . -  Luſts and Captives to Satan, in danger every 


Prey to our Enemys; and how we were mira- 
culouſly reſcu'd by Chriſt, the Captain of our 
„ u. 7 . 20 RE * = 3 of * 


Woot 
Pen 


and 


x Per. 1. conſtrains us to ſay with the Apoſtle, Bleſſed be 


Hope iy the Refurreftion — of + 


x 8 10 Alſo the ever - bleſſed Jeſus had no 


1 Souls, like 1 Borderers on two 
Kingdom, can't look either backward or for- 
ward, but they ſee what raviſhes the Heart 

with Joy, and fills the Mouth with Praiſes. By 


moment to be haul'd to the infernal Den as a 
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_ this Grace of God, in daſhing to pi 
Enemy with his own right Ha 


_ triumphant Songs of Praiſe to him? yea, we wil Exod. 13. 
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- ſide of the deep Waters from the Fury of our 
Egyptian Purſuers. And ſhall not the Senſe of 


A £5 


out Arm, fill our Mouths as well as /fae{'s with 


ſing to the Lord, who bas triumph d gloriouſly. _ * 
On the other hand it muſt an” Praiſes, if 7 
we look forward into the Celeſtial Country, 1 
the Heavenly Canan, whither holy Souls are 1 
haſtening; and take a View by Faith of the Im- . <<, 
munitys of it, where there is neither Sin nor 
Death, Sickneſs nor Pain, Hunger nor Thirſt, - = 
nor any thing which afflicts the Inhabitants - i 
thereof: when we alſo conſider its Royaltys, _ _— 
that. there's Light without Darkneſs, ſhining 
forth in an everlaſting Day; that there's an un- 
interrupted Peace and Joy, unfading Treaſures 
and never-failing Pleaſures ; that there's a Ful- - 
neſs of Satisfaction to ſolace the Soul, and an 
eternal Delight in Fruition ;; that there the In- % 
habitants are every one crown'd with a Royal _.. 1 
Diadem, and cloth'd with Glory more bright  '- 
than the Sun in the Firmament: there we may 
hear ſuch Melody, as will even raviſn the Heart 
with Joy, and powerfully invite us to Praiſe ia 
confort with them, who have every one their 
Harps, and ſing forth Praiſes to God and the 4 
Lamb. This indeed ſeems to be the very End =» 
of God's furniſhing the pious Man with Aſſu-  _ _ " 
rance, as the Royal Prophet acknowledges, . ' l 
ſaying, Thon haſt turn'd for me my /Aourning in- pſal. 3 6. 
to Dancing, thou haſt put off my Sackeloth and 11, 14. 
irded me with Gladneſs, to the end my Glory (or 1 
Tongue) may ſing Praiſe unto thee. And there. 
fore his Reſolution correſponds with God's. 
Deligu herein; for he adds, O Lord my GG., . "nl 
I * * Thani fo thee for euer. ofa —_— 
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et he'l riſe higher than that of Hypocrites. 


Joſh, . Thus good Jeſbus having the Promiſe of God's 


- Joſh. 24. 


. 


Pf. 30. 23 


ſuch as order their Corvet ſations aright ſhall ſee 
er enjoy) e 


* 


and aſſur d Men, as you have heard, will do. 1 
„%%% a ID 
Third Property, which is Humbleneſs of 


things, that for due poizing the Soul, and keep- 
ing the Balance even, Aſſurance is fo ar 0 


that it furniſhes us with Matter not only of 


Tbankfulneſs, but Humiliation. As it lifts the 


* 
* 


Soul high in Admiration and Thankfuloeſs, fo 


4 p 

2 

2 „„ 
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„ SpanE #2 EPs 
1 ad. 


we 


it lays it ld. in Humility. The more e fre 
and know” of God, taſt the Sweetheſs of Bi- =_ 
vine Love, are admitted to the Views, ane 
comforted in the Hope of Glory to come, the # 
more humble ir makes us, and hearty in re. 
nouncing all Self- worthineſs; ſeeing „ _ 
Grace, and nothing of Merit. | = 
Aſſurance of the Love and Favour of God 5 . 
works quite contrary to what the generality of - os 
Men think, and to the Excellencys of this . 
World, in thoſe who are poſſeſs'd with dos 2 
If a Man be reputed Ras for Phil v. = 
nown'd for his Parts and Learning, an high i in - * 

the Opinion and Account of others; how offt 
does he ſtrut and ſwell 'to a mighty bigneſs i in wu 
his own eyes, behave himſelf proudly from a 55 
vain Conceit of his own Worth and Excellency? .. = 
1 _ OW rich in the World, they are often 1 
, or elſe St. Paul had not directed 1 Tim. 6. & 

— to charge the contrary. But tis the 17. == 
Nature of Grace to make lowly ; and thehigher 8 
2 Man riſes in the Aſſurance of Glory, toe 
lower he ſinks in Humility and Self- Abhorrence.  . = . 
Abraham was a Man high in favour with God. 1 
had many undoubted Notices thereof, dignify 4 
in his day above others, being ſtil'd the Friend 
of God; uns God accordingly manifeſted him- 
 felf to him by the Viſion and Miniſtry of An- 
gels, and would not hide from him the thing F iy 
which he did. Yet when he intercedes witg 
God on the behalf of Sodem, he us'd a Phraſe 
moſt abaſing and humbling : 7 have talem upon Gen. 18. * . ; 
me to f ak to the Lord, ſays he, who am but Duſt 27. = 
and Aber. Under all the choice Diſcoverys of 
God, he retains. a Senſe and Remembrance of | 2 
what he was in his Original, 5. e. Duſt. _ = 
That an eminent Inſtance have we of clit l in - = 
il Io" whoſe 28 of che Goodneſs 5 1 
8 ag ba * 3 
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his State was inferiour to that of none then 
3 living. The Lord himſelf teſtifies there was 
I cb 1. 8. none like Job in all the earth, who fear d God and 
3 eſchewed Evil. This good Man the Lord ſuf⸗- 
fer d for wiſe ends to be grievouſly vex'd and 
afflicted by Satan, his vip a, Enemy, who 
in his inſatiable Malice ſtript him of his Chil- 
dren and Subſtance, which was great; he tor- 
mented him in his Body to ſuch a degree, as 

; krender'd him more miſerable than Death could 
n do; blaſted his Honour and Reputation, brought 
him into Contempt with the very Abjects, and 

was ſome way inſtrumental to influence his Wife 

to tempt him, and the Virtuous of his day to 

miſtake his Caſe, and to interpret him to be a 

wicked Man and a Hypocrite; and that was 

more grievous to his righteous Soul than all the 

; reſt: But when the Scene of Job's Afflictions 
was withdrawn and over, God bleſs'd him with 
—— a2 a double Portion of what he had before, and of 
isa more than uſual manner diſcover*d himſelt, cl 
3 his Love and. Glory, to him: 7 have, ſays he, H 
lob 42. heard of thee by the hearing of the Ear, but now 
8.6. mine Eye ſees thee; which Viſion of God ſunk ric 
BELT» him inte the greateſt Self-abhorrence's Where- or 
YN | fore, adds he, 1 abhor my. ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes. w. 
„ _ How great an Inſtance alſo have we in that po 
N ious Man David, to this purpoſe, who was Ws 
"4.4 ſignally favour'd by the Lord, Pn him in 
from the Sheep-fold to inherit the moſt glo- N vi 

+ rious Throne then in the World; and that Wh 
wich is more, was renown'd for being a Man Nu 
after Gos own Heart. But notwithſtanding bin 

, this Divine Character, and Advancement to {WE 

8 ſuch Royalty, he remembers the Meanneſs of the 
5 his Birth and Extraction in great Humility; lag 
3 ſaying, when he was clad in his Princely Pomp 
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What en I, and what a my Father's 1 Chron. "oi 
Houſe, that t hom baſt brought me hitherto? 17.16,. 
Tas thus likewiſe with the Prophet Iſaiah; 
who of all his Fellows was hleſs'd with the cle ] 
reſt Diſcoyery of the Meſſiah and by the Spirit of = 
Chriſt heip'd to expreſs himſelf in a more Evan- © _- 8 
gelical Strain than the reſt ; when he aw the 

Viſion of the Lord Chriſt ſitting on the Goſpel- _ 
Throne, his Train filling the Temple, Sera 
phims attending, and that glorious Choir ſin g- « , 
ing Anthems to his Honour, ſaying, Holy, Hi. 
h, Holy, @ the Lord of Hoſts, This glorious = © 
Sight and Hearing, one would think,” might  "- 
have” raviſh'd his Heart, and fi! him with 5 
Raptures of Joy. But alas! the vaſt Diſpro- _- ,, = 
portion between him and thoſe holy Creatures 
put him on a Review of his own Vileneſs; unn 
der the ſenſe whereof he in deep Hutnility  _ 
cries out, Wo i me ! I am undone; 7 am a Mau Iſa. 6.3. 
of unclean Lips, and I dmell among a People of nun. 
in Ls for wine Zyes hve Jen the Ld of 
Alſo St. Pau, who for Revelations and glo- 
tious Manifeſtations. came behind none before WM 
or ſince, . being taken up into the third Heaven, 
where he ſaw Viſions, and heard Words nor 
poſſible to be utter'd, and was furniſh'd of God 

{ abundantly with his Grace and Spirit, that 3 
in point of Service and Suffering, he could 
without Oſtentation ſay, that he had done more 1 Cor. 1. 
than all the Apoſtles; yet ſo mean and low 10. 1 | 
was he in his own account, that he confeſſes « _ 
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himſelf the leaſt of all Saints : which hümble Eph. 3.“ 
Expreſſion of fo great an Apoſtle can be no o  _ ʒðͥ _ | 
ther wiſe true (as 1 conceive) than as procegd-  _.. 
105 TIL Apprehenſion of his qwn Vawor= _ © 
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ut to conclude; How fully is this verify'd 

Alin dur Bleſſed Saviour, who was the only be 
* = | of the Father, had clear and undeniable 
158 Proofs of his being the Son of God, was a 
* Perſon of infinite Worth, whom all the An- 
ez of God did rightfally worſhip; which 
+ 4. 4. might haye rais'd him above entertaining any 
— »& Thoughts about ſd vile a Creature as Man: 
pet notwithſtanding this and more, he humbled 
; HER himſelf to do the meanelt Office for his Diſci- 
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” 4- Phil.2-78 All, he took on him the Form of a Servants and 
bY” fs became obedient. So that you ſee Perions under 
= tte higheſt Aſſurance have been very humble; 
and whoever by their Profeſſions or Poſſeſſions, 
. Privileges, Parts or Dutys, are made proud 
(whatever they = their Aſſurance is not 
of the right kind. I is no better than a Pha- 
riſaical Preſumption, and the Confidence of a 
Oo OS Ge a a 
Fourth Property is Love. The Soul bein 
on one hand tranſported with joy and Praiſe 
to God, and depreſs'd on the other under 4 
Senſe of its own great Unworthineſs; muſt 
needs at laſt be filfd with Divine Love, the 
Element in which Chriſtian Aſſurance breathes. 
It can no more live in a Soul that's deſtitute of 
Love, than a Fiſh can live out of the Water. 
It originally proceeds from God, and abides 
only with them who love God. Every Heart 
Wich has it, is ſet on fire by ſome of thoſe 
Sparks which fall from the heavenly. Torch; 


as St. John ſays, We love him becauſe he firſt lov'sd 
. And when a Soul exerciſes Love to ſuch a 
| degree as cvidences its Reality, God frequently 
-  - __ makesthoſe Viſits and Diſcoverys of humſelt, 
* that it uſually grows up to Aſſurance; as our 
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Joh. 13:5. ples in waſhing their Feet. Tho be was Lord of 
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lee hem, and mill come and manifeſt himſelf to him. 

© Love. is a Virtue which bas an Rxcellency in 

it above others. How negeffary ſoever Faith = 
and Hope may be to us here, when we come 
to Heaven, Viſion and Fruition will raiſe us 


but into Heaven it ſelf: and there the Saints 


they are under more ſenſible Obligations; far 
the more we taſt of Divine Goodneſs, and the 
learer Views we have of God's tranſcendent - 
Beauty and Amiableneſs, the more ardent will 
our, Love be towards him. Now when the 
Beams of God's Love dart ſo powerfully on us, 

as to perſuade our Hearts of the Goodneſs of- 
our State, that we are ſavingly intereſted in 
the Lord Jeſus, and are the adopted Sons and 
Daughters of God ; tis certain there will he a 


know God, nor are his Children. © J,. 
Having premis'd thus much in general, tat 

Love is the inſeparable Companion or Property 

tbe ef Aſſurance, tis now requiſite that we pro- 

thes. ceed to ſhew when our Love is true; for Love 

e of bas its Counterfeit. There is ſomething which 

ater. looks like Love, but is not what it would ſeem 

bides to be. Wherefore the Apoſtle ſays, Ay little 
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thoſe ber in Deed and in Truth. Should a Man take 
rch; "—_ but Counters for Gold, he would find 
loa himſelf wretchedly miſtaken in the end. | 
ach al Now if our Love to God be true, and not 
ently Ml deſervedly to be ſuſpected, „ „„ 
aſcit, 1+ Seneral and comprehenſive. Tis not a 
our purblind Virtue, which can ſee only a little 
our way, but af piercing Eye and Jong Sight. 
e H 4 9 MY 
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above the Nerd and, Uſe of em; but Lore 
will coompany us not only into the Suburbs, 2Z2 f 


Return of Lore, without which we neither 1 Jah. gs 
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. 2 tate on his Word with Delight, and walk in 
7 his Ways with Pleaſure, eſteeming them above 
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Ft. 19. 10. Bleſſedneſs, Love accounts of em above Rubys, 


1Jch. 4. 20 2 of it as a thing not probable or poſſible, 
5 ta 


| Mat 22, Vea, if we love God truly, we ſhall love 


©, _ Luke 10. explain'd it in the Parable of the good Samari- 
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thing; but a noble and generous Grace, ex- 
ee ſelf to all for their benefit, rendring 

us thefeby like God, from whom it originally 
-flows| Particularly, if our Love to God be 
true, we love his Word and Ways; we medi- 


all others. And as they ape lead to Life and 


and deſires em more than much fine Gold. 
Alſo if our Love to God be true, we love our 
Ich. 1 3.34 Brethren, the truly Godly, whatever Denomi- 
f nation they go under. Hence the Apoſtle John 


Man ſhould love God whom he has not 
ſeen, if he loves not his Brother whom he has 
Teen. All Saints are our Brethren, born of the 
ſame Father, Partakers of the ſame Divine 

Nature, and Heirs of the ſame Glory with us. 


39 .cour Neighbour becauſe God has commanded it. 
1 Joh. g. 3. And St. John tells us, this is Love, that we 
| keep his Commandments. Now by Neighbour 

we are to underſtand any Man, as our Lord has 


tan; tho he be no way ally'd to us, but as he is 
of the ſame nature with us, we muſt do him 
all the good we can. Nay, if our Love to God pa 
be right, we ſhall love our Enemys alſo, ſo as if de. 
to avoid all Revenge tho we have the upper- WM pei 
hand of em, to Grave Injurys, to ſnew em tin 
Kindneſs, and to pray for em; wherein we of 
ſhall ſhew forth the Virtues of our Holy Reli- 
gion, and appear to be the Children of our Fa- H. 
ther who is in Heaven. Tis certain, the Love 7, 
which Aſſurance works, fixes not on God and be 
Chriſt as its only Object; but it expreſſes 2 NW. 
L 5 . OA 
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el, Propertys of Af, 
Charity and Good-will towards Men, baniſh-. = 
| ing all Diſpoſitions of Mind, which render Men „ 
noxious and hurtful, and nota Bleſſing to one | . 
another. For St. Jumes tells us, Where Strife jam. 3.14, 
and Envying 5s (which are direQly oppoſite to 13, 16. 
| Love): there i Confuſion and every evil Work; 
things which have their Spring and Riſe not 
from above, but from beneath. Thoſe who * 
are of an uncharitable Temper towards Men, 1 
whatever they imagine, ſhew that they have - . 


© 


not true Love to God, and therefore can't pre- 
tend to good Grounds of Aſſurance. —_ 
2. *Tis ſincere, genuine, and hearty, in op- 
1 to feign'd and hypocritical Love. Grace 
e with all them who love our Lord FJeſus in Since- Eph. 5.24. 
rity : Thou ſhalt, ſays our Saviour, lode the Lord Mat. 22, 
| thy God with all thy Heart, with aq Soul, and 37. 8 
mth all thy Strength. Sincere Love ſeats it ſelf _— 
in the Heart, and like a conquering Empreſs __ 
takes poſſeſſion of, engages it for, and preſents „ 
it whole and intire to God. Twas Iſraels 
great Fault (like many in our day) that their Ezek. 33. 
Hearts and Mouths did not accompany each 31. 
other. But how evil a thing is it, that the _ ... 
Heart, by reaſon of its dull and flow Motion 
God-ward, ſhould by the Profeſſions of © the 
Mouth be fo ſhamefully out-run! Iſrael was 
partiaÞ in their Love. Their Heart was divi- 
ded between God and Baal. They halted, as = 
Perſons unreſolv'd whoſe Votarys to be. Some- 1 Kings - 44 
times they were for God, ſometimes for Baal. 18. 21, 
Of theſe God might have demanded, with inn 
finitely more reaſon than Delilah of Samſon, Judg. 16. 
How canſt thou ſay, I love thee, when thy Heart is 15. 
not with me? What greater Evidence can there 
be, that chy Love is not genuine and hearty ?. 
Were it cordial, *twould engage thee to make - 
him a Preſent T thy Bos Heart; and no In- 
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teren whatever could abide: it, being united 
the Bond of ſincere Love. Souls which love 
a Jod will cleave to him as Iron to the Load- 
A Der and under Diſcouragements will expoſ⸗- 
"LH" tullate much as Rath did with Naomi, Taying, 
N 4 treat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
bllowing after thee; for where thou goeſt I wil 


_ Co: ge, and where thou lodgeſt I will lo > and ego Feo- 
= dle ſhallbe n and nourht 

- oo Part thee Theſe are Ex rellen Re 
——_ all ſpeak forth the Truth of 1 5 and that 


Love which gives not God the whole Heart, is 
8 not ſuch as it ought to be. 
3. ?Tis Sovereign and Superlative. tho a 
3 Criſtian is oblig d to love many Perſons, and 
- Things in the World, from the Ties both of 
1 Grace and Nature, as Father, Mother, Bro- 
"I. Ther, Siſter Houſe, ands, and the like ; Jet 
IR he loves God only =Y a ſupreme Love, and al 
I Y other things in ſubordination to him. - Nay, 
he would be lov'd, tho out ward Enjoyments were 
on the Wing, and leaving him; the fix'd Re- 
 Jolution of a gracious Soul being that of Habal- 
Fuk - Tho the Fig-Tree bloſſoms not, and there be 
no Fruit on the Vine; tho the Labour of the, Olive 
ts, and the Fields yield no Meat; tho the Flock 
be cut off from the Fold, and there be no Herd in 
the Stall; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and joy i 
the God of my Salvation. If our Love ceales on 
the Stream of Mercy running low, and the 
hleſſings of God's Goodneſs bein with-held, 
E fo that we have not ſuch ſenſible Taſts and Ap- 
_:., enſions as r when the Candle 0 


een r 2 1 fr _ 


Sad 


dhe Lord ſpin'd in the Soul, and Wind and 

1 © Tide conſpir'd to waft into the Hort of our 

En Poſleſſion a1 deſirable, Got d Things. or if oo 
N Love to God ariſes only from ide flowin 
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A... "Ihe rip, f . * 
are we not mercenary? Do we not love our 
ſelves (at leaſt) more than God? 1 
We may lawfully, yea tis our Duty to lore e ten} 
God for K manifold Benefits; and the more n f 
number and excellent in nature they ar 775 
higher ſhould our Love mouũt, under ſuc A 
! manations, towards. him; as it did in 5 28 wo _ 
who ſays, 7 will love the Lord, becauſe he bath Pl. 116 . 
7 heard (or anſwerd) m Supplications- _ 
b doubt that Holy Man ſoy'd God before in 
x Truth and Sincerity ; but from this renew'd 
- WH Grace and. Favour, his Affection mounts, and 
4 he's rely, if poſſible, to love him moxe than 
ever. Alſo you have 8 Spouſe riſing in her 
Love He the ſame Conſideration, atteſting 
that ehe Virgins love Chriſt, becauſe the Savour 9; Cant. 1. 
his good Ointment was 2 227 forth. But tho God 
is to be beloy'd for the Reling of his Good- 
veſs, yet true Love will eye God in Chriſt as 
its only Object: and a Sight and Kgowledg of 
his . Beauty — 5 Excellency FT to 
ſuch a degree, as that in compariſon of him 
an aſſured Soul will flight and contemn every 
thing ſhort of him, and conclude with Aſaph, . -_. 
of nothing in 8 but God, and nothing on 
Earth to be deſir'd beſide Him God muſt * 
| ſupremely lov'd, if truly lov'd. 
-4- Iis Active and Obedient. The great 
and conſtant Deſign of an affectionate Soul is to 
pleaſe God, who f. 18 the Object beloved: and all 
ove which runs not in rg Channel, is deſer- wo 
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* Ads 1 be rumd a 5 
A naturally we hayean Averſion to (whilſt 
under the Dominion of the Fleſh) is made de- 
25 ben and the loving Soul will vote with 
es. 3-17 Wiſdom, and pronounce her Ways Way Lg Plea 
| ſunneſi, and her Paths Peace. 
Love facilitates hard-things, fills every. Cap 
Ijſo £18 with a pleaſant Reliſh, expels Fear with whe 
=_ * 8 Torment of it, makes long and tedious Services 
Nſiem ſhort and eaſy. Love ſweetly diſpoſes the 
Soul to move againſt the Torrent of all Ob- 
8 ſtructions, like the Fiſh which ſwims againſt 
the Stream, and makes us active in the "oc of 
| danger. If God commands us to offer our J. 
Gen. 22. ſaac, we ſhall with Abraham do it. Tho Prayer 
9, 10. to God ſhould not only open Heaven, bur the 
Lions Den, andexpoſe us to be caſt as 4 Prey 
B40, to thoſe deyouring, Beaſts' with Daniel; Love 
- "will direct its Supplication to him; for, fays 
44 Chriſt, He who loves me not, keeps not my Sayings; 
= Þ Mg: Sayings which. thwart 6 carnal Intere 
442,  whichcallus to deny Self, and require us and 
. 7 our Enjoyments to be at "his Diſpoſe, are dif- 
| regarded only by diſloyal Souls. - 
5. *Tis, or ought. to be, durabl and laſting; ; 
- Bol 6. 4-0 like Ephraim's Goodneſs, which with the 
morning Cloud and early Dew paſs d away; 
but it remains and abides. There's the fame 
+ Reaſon in God, why. we ſhould love- him now 
gs ever; and "twill always continue without 
Change. Therefore we ſhould be conſtant in 
Ea. the Exerciſe of our Love towards him; and 
* F 1Cor. 13,8 aſſured Souls will ſo love him: for Charity. never 
is | Gi 9.7. fails; neither can Waters quench Love, nor 
the Floads drown it, True Love is a Spark not 
do be extltpuiſh'd,” but increaſes into a Flame, 
3 . Which triumphs over the Waters of AfiQion, 
LS. A Soul maintaining Love in the Habit and 
1 8 J an it tox [3.000 ene roof, 
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a A the Gun-ſbot of Aae * „ 
pet ſuaded that nothing c: can = it from the Rom. 8, . 
Love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſws., Tho God 37% 
ſhould ſeem to caſt away a Il Bowels, make his 
Rod lie heavy on us, feed us with the Bread 
ind Water of Affliction, and make our Caſe 
as lamentable for ſore and deplorable Diſtreſs, a 
as that of God's People formerly; yet we 
ſhould be like them who ſaid, Tho al this een * 
73 upon us, we have not forgotten thee," nor dealt. 
in Þ thy Covenant : Our Hearts are not _— 
ak, 2 have our Steps declimd from thy w 
Thus may we try whether our Love be ich 
a5.accompanies Aſſurance ; and if at any time 
we find it declining, and our Souls abating the 
actings of it, let us uſe the Goad of heavenly 
Contemplation, taking a view by Faith of the 
Lovelineſs of God and Excellency of Glory; a _ 
ſight whereof will atreſh ſet the Heart a burn= 
ing, conſtrain us to love to the end, knowing 
from Aſſurance of Hope that in the end we "hal e 
love without end. A | 
Fifth Property of Chriſtian Aﬀkiranoe. is 
Labour- and Induſtry after a higher pitch of 
Holineſs, both of Heart and Life, than we 
have yet arriv'd at. As Aſſurance fills the Soul 
with Love to God and Chriſt, fo Love ariſing . 
from Aſſurance will not let the Soul reſt, nor 
lie idle and unactive; but lets us know, hüllt She 
we are ſhort of the Happineſs of Heaven, we 
have the Holineſs of Heaven to aim at. And 
tho we can't attain to the perfection of it on 
this ſide that bleſſed Re 5, jun yet Aſſurance of - 
that happy State will oblige us to come up as 
rar, and to reſemble the Holineſs of ” 
Heayen as near as *tis-poſſible for us. As the 
le gts ds our View the pure, one. | 
feet Night X not of 9 wherewith 
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ben all our, Spots ſhall be. purg'd, and. no 
pat of Siackaye to us when all Inclinatichls 
90, Evil will be drop'd by us, and abandon'd 


| | Py 5 he ers moe: we ' 
Fo. a, nally delight in che Views of him, for we ſhall 
1.5. — os he is: ſo the Perſuaſion of this Hap- 
. pineſs above the reach of all human Conception, 
_. : will put aſſured, Souls upon thirſting after, and 
engage em to the uſe of all Means to obtain 


2 ver. 3+ It; it bein 


F 


a 


this Hope in bim, to puriſy himſelf as God is pure. 
An aſſured Chriſtian is an aſpiring Chriſtian. 
He accounts of the ſmall Degrees ” Grace and 
' Holineſs whereto he has arriv*d, as little or no- 
thing, a Pitch too low to be reſted in; and 
ith , holy Paul forgets the things which are 
_ 24 hind, and reaches forth. 55 the things 
u 3.14. before, 8 the Mark. Mind, he 
WHT refſes forward, like a Man in a Croud, who 
labours to force [himſelf thro. There are 
- Frouds.of Impediments and Mounts of Oppo- 
_ © Rh ktion- in a Chriſtian's way, arifing from the 
3 Temptations of Satan, the Allurements of | the 
World, and our own fleſnly Luſts, inordinate 
KA ffections, which to conquer and break thro, 
do as not to be hinder d by em, requires great 
Application; we muſt be actively induſtrious, 
19 . W xeſolute under Diſcouragements, and mult con- 
ſtantly pray and ſtrive. 1 


* 


| and bleed, as ſometimes Men in a Throng do. 
Ihe Mark is before him to which he is pur- 

pos d to dome, and he reaches forth and preſſes 

tor ward in order to his coming at it; and. the 
Mark which aſſured Chriſtians. do. thus yigo- 
ag 5 labour tg me to, is chat Renfeet Fitch 
d Purity and Holineſs which they mall attain 
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all becloth'd in che day of his appearing, 


all be like him, and eter- 


che Property of every one who has 


es, a Chriſtian (if occaſion be) will feat 


lineſs is partial and imperfect, our Happineſs +l 


1 be ſatisfy'd, when I awake, with t 3 


fy*d Frame, and We into a 


Neceſſity of it. 


which is neceſſary to prepare us for the Hap- 
can 2 Enjoyment of it, muſt needs be eve- Heb. 22. 
is agrecable bo 


Male the Tree 


and Life, whoever they are, notwithſtanding 


into everlaſting Burnings. 


x e pr 
F * 85 


6 FR Fier, of n No "Ka fu 
ſhort of that will content em. While our Ho» 


is like-to be ſo: but as the Views and Aſſurance 
of no Happineſs ſhort of the heavenly Felicity 
will atis) ſuch, ſo they breath forth ardent 
Deſires after the Holineſs of Heaven, and 1 
to be ſanctify'd throughout, in Body, Soul, 
Spirit; can be pleas'd with no ee and Mea- 
ſure ſnort of that of beholding God's Face in 


Righteouſneſs with David, — 1 Then (hall pf. 1% 


dM 


. It being thus evident, that Ho OD Heart by þ 
and Life is what an aſſured Soul vigorouſly la- 1 
bours for; that we may maintain a more agi. „ 

ing our ſelves = — 
convinced of the a 1 
And 2. reverently uſe. the + 44,, 5 
Means afforded to attain it. e 
1. Let us know that it's neceſſary... "That _ 
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mity to God in Holineſs, 7 
as he is pure, let us, 1. 
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pineſs of Heaven, and without which. there 


ry way: n Aſſurance of it. This 14. 2% © Bond 
to the Maxims of Philoſophy = a 

and Divinity; hes aur Saviour. — xa 
d, and the Fruit will be * 

for the Tree 1s "i its Fruit. The feet 
Fruit. of Aſſurance will never be hrs growing 
on corrupt Trees; i. e. Men corrupt in Heart 
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their preſent Advantages,” if they ſo continue, | 
may know themſelves to be ſuch as muſt ſhorthy * 
be cut down, and caſt (as they will pawns! =— 
The Unholy ſhall Maz.3-10- - - 1 

Nr ga * . the Unclean * no - = 


> 4 2 


i The. a 
I in his Kin 
=_ - Unclean, and Abon 
WW - Rey.21.8. and Portion in the 1 ale which burns with Fire 
_ and Brimſtone. 


2 for the Filthy, 


. Souls may reſt confident that Heaven is a Man- 
ion prepar'd and reſery'd for em, as they are 


= i ment of it, and for Communion with the holy 
= Inhabitants of that bleſſed Region. Tho God 
"Pha Pla. 5-14 has determin'd that the Unholy ſhall not dwell 
**+* © with him, yet the Holy ſhall : for the Queſtion 
© P2434 you -put, Who ſhall aſcend' into the' Hill of the 
| „ and ſt and in his holy Place? the Anſwer 
zl | 8 is „ who has clean Hands, and a 
A br” &: Which is verify fy'd by our {os d Jeſus, 
= | Mar. 5-8. teſtifying, That che pure in Heart are bleſſed, . 
—_ - 85 ſhall Jer God. This, with what's Lid 


* 1 * 
* 


m o internal and external Holineſs. 
3 No that we may attain it, let us with Dilj- 


8 ot e Che Soul, as a Glaſs does in the Face 
1 of him who beholds himſelf in it. The Apo- 
om. 7. 5. ſtle tells us, that he hd not known Sin, bur by the 
Ta. The Law will make manifeſt to every 

1 Man the Truth of his own State, the —_— 
Hons of his own Heart yet remaining as ſo 
any Blots to be purg'd away, which ariſe in 
1 us from unmortify'd pride, Paſſion, Worldli- 
1 «neſs, Self-Love, rnfdelity; and the like. The 


_ Reaſon of Iſrael's great Defection from God was 
1 22 _ ., their not uſing his Law, as a Glaſs tg view their 
. — Eearts and Lives i in. Had er compa * them- 
CTU 77 IEG Ha git 21 2 "res 
. "a 
68 1 | 


inable, muſt have their Part 
But on the other ha 4. mortifyd and ar 


| the only qualify d Subjects fitted for the Enjoy- 


e Heart, 


is ſufficient to convince ũs of the Neceſſi- 


> ret and Reverence uſe the Means propos'd, 
— "x;  Confeientiouſly to compare our ſelves with 
. | God's Holy Word. The Word will diſcover 


= — Aa fk co oe fro or Mo ice @waoa ii... ac. oa... + 
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God's Law as à Rule of Life, than to fall into 


groſs Errors and ſtrong Deluſions, or into open 
and notorious Profanenefs ? Is not Contempt 
of God's Law, as it's contain'd in the Sacred 


Scriptures, the great Source and Spring of 
Deiſm, which leads ſome to the Neglect of all 
Worſhip, and to live as they liſt; and others 


to ſet up an Idol within, and worſhip they 
know not what? And as God has given us his 
Word, to make every Man manifeſt to his own 
Conſcience, ſo alſo for a Rule of Life to direct 


us aright how to govern our ſelves for the ac-. - 


wiring a good degree of Purity and Holineſs. 


gives the Queriſt, demanding by what means 
a Toung Man may cleanſe his Way; which is par- 
ticularly inſtanc'd in, becauſe the Luſts and 


Propenſions 'of i Young! Men are more lively, 
ſtrong, violent, and impetuous, not eaſily bro A 
ken off, nor the Pollution of em ſo eafily a. 


voided. Well, tho it be more difficult to maſ- 


ter and ſubdue the Luſts and Paſſions of Young 


Men, whoſe Blood is hot and Spirits vigorous, 


yet here's a Remedy ſufficient ; which, if con- 5 
ſcientiouſly attended to, will prove eſſectual, 3 
viz. by taking heed to his Ways according to God's pf, 119. ; 


converting the Soul; the Teſtimony of the Lord ie 9 
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This appears by the Reſolution which David 
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tom Sin and the Defilements of it, Tho we 


P A Ä»dX Ts — HD ABT — — 


5 be ro Salvation, theo Faith which is > 

- - Clirift eee 
But 2, the Law og. a School-maſter to 
bring us to Chriſt, let us by its Conduct be led 
to waſh and _ our defl'd Souls in the Blood 
of Jeſus by Faith. Our Remiſſion and Sancti- 
ication are both founded in his Blood, in which 
we may waſh and be clean. Tho his Blood, 
err is wherewith we were redeem'd, be infinitely 
more valuable than Silyer or on yet poor 
believing Sinners may freely y apply and make uſc 
of it; the Blood of Chriſt being that Foun- 
| tain'which God has ſet open, to "the end Sin 
Tech. 13. r and Pollution may be purg'd ; And *tis certain, 
Anleſs we waſh in his Blood, our Filthineſs will 
| Johns. remain; we ſhall die in our Sins, and be miſe- 
25, 26. rable without a ſaving Lot or Intereſt in him. 
Sin makes too deep a ſtain to be purg'd away 
by any thiss ſort of the Blood of Chriſt, 
Which only has power and virtue to cleanſe 
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F. 2. 22. Waſh our ſelves in Nitre, and take much Soap, 
*twill not do. The Blood of Bulls and Goats, 

Reb, 10-4- che once valu'd and celebrated Sacrifices of the 
x7 Law, is not ſufficient. Nor is there a Purga- 
- tory after Death, which ſome in their Delu- it. 
ſions dream of, to purge and take away. Sin: 8e 

| Ecclrr.3- for as the Tree falls, ſo it lies; and as Death ru 
leaves us, Judgment will find . „„ lie 


—  As-nothing but Blood can purge Sin. out of m 


the Soul, ſo tis only the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt I {ti 
ban nas, ak — there's Pome ſe] 
| — , Enough 


* 


Js -of.-4 

the greateſt Sing po vi 
rge the deepeſt Stain. So that anion, W 1 
org tho their ary many and might 1.5 1 
for N the moſt filthy, on the appli = 
cation of it by Faith, as the Apoſtle teſtifies to 
the Saints at Corinth, ſome of whom had been 
Sinners of the higheſt Rank; Fornigators, 1do- Cor.6.9, 
wer, on: ye Effeminate :: yea, Sodomy te, 
d amo em, they 2 Abuſers we. N 

W x 3 Mankind, Thieves, Covetous, ©... 
Drunkards, Revilers, Extortianers, Fay" the like; 1 
ich ſuch were ſome F Jou, ous lays he, but ye are waſh'd, | 
dd, Nl Ji d, and 5 How ? ?Tis wn the |.  _—_— 
ely Wl Name (or Blood) of Jeſus Chrift, aud by © _ 

| 


nough to maſter 


2or Spirit of our God. Nor ſhould the moſt 'H _ 
aſe © preſume on any meaſure of Sanctity to hic Z 
un- they have attain'd, without a Participation f 
Sin I the cleanſing Virtue of his Blood; which St. | 
un, John ſays 05 eaking of believing and holy Per- i Joh- 17. 
will * h us from all Sin. Let us therefore, _—_ 
iſe- when we are conſcious of Filth contracted b RR 
any Sin, reverently and believingly have re:. 
courſe to that Fountain, that we may be found 
of that number of whom the Elder - ſpeaks, _ 
nine. Theſe are they who have waſb'd their Robes, ker. . 1 1 
* em white in the Blood of the Lamb. 

As ever we would attain to Purity and 
Holines, let's * a * * . 1 
otherwie we profane that holy Blood, Heb 10.4 
wherewith we were ſanQify'd. What avails oY 3 
it, if after we are waſh'd we return with the _ 
Sow to wallow in the Mire and Filth of Cor- _ 
ruption ?. Tho. Chriſt's Blood cleanſes Be- 
lievers from Sin, yet it does not totally re. 
move the Being of Sin, but twill be ſometimes 12 © OF 
ſtirring and ſtriving to bring the Believer him _ © - 
ſelf 1 into, 1 to the Law of. i nber _ 
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| ey excellent an end, he diligently practis'd him- 
Wi  axCor.g.27 ſelf, in keeping under his Body, and bringing it into 
3 ſubjection; 11 on, | ; 

= | preacl/d to others, he himſelf ſhould prove a Caſt- 
ava.” To thidadd in ther 7 ToETTS 


= th place, Fervent Prayer to God, whoſe 
_ Bleſſing | 


is needful to make all Means effectual 
= for ſo pure a purpoſe. Thete's no Increaſe, 
1 but of and from him. He alone can teach us 
TWo profit by the Word. He only makes Chriſt 
icor. 1. 3o Over to the Believer and penitent Sinner, as 

| well for Sanctification as Juſtification ; and the 


5 whoſe Divine Aid our ſincere Endeavours in 
Ich. 15. 3. the Work of Mortification are made ſucceſl- 
ful: © that without him we can do nothing. 

* O be earneſt with him to give thee his holy Spi- 
* rit, by whoſe bleſſed Operation the Rubbiſh of 
Corruption will be more and more caſt out of 
Wo uk 2.5; OY Soul. Pray that he would ſprinkle clean 
-— 3% Water upon thee; this he has promis'd; and 
mt 51. 7, with David fay, Create in me a clean Heart, and 
| 40. © renew à right Spirit within me; purge me with 
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that by any means when he had 


Spirit of Grace is wholly at his diſpoſe, by 


1. ws 8 


T5. Prijerhys of Aﬀſultants:' | 
Hyſop, and I ſhall be clean. And if our Prayers 
run parallel with Chriſt's Interceſſion in Hea- 
yen, we may comfortably conclude; that God, 1 
who has promis'd, and is faithful to perform, Heb. 10. Wo 
will, by his holy Spirit, purge: all our Pollu-?* - it 
tions, dave us from our Uncleanneſſes ; and ac- _—_ 
cording to St. Paul's Prayer for the Theſſalo- _—_ 
ans, ſanctify us throughout in Body, Soulf, 
and Spirit; and ſo fill our Hearts with Aſſu - 
rance of that Happineſs, which he is in a way 

of Holineſs preparing and fitting us for; But 

Sixth Property, which is, longing of Sou 

and ardent Deſire to be with Gen Lou fee 

Love is reſtleſs, and pleas d with nothing ſnort 
of Enjoyment. The twelve Spys, who were peut. 1. 
ſent to ſpy out Canaan, on their Return brought 24, 23. 
with ?em ſome of its Fruit, by which they did 
not doubt to kindle in Jſrael ſtrong Defires afk l 
ter that good Land; ſo doubtleſs the ſweet. Z 
Fruit of Aſſurance is given to work in us De- _—_— 
ſires ſutable to the Goodneſs of the: heavenly. 
Country before us, where we ſhall be lodg'd in 

the Boſom of Love, and eternally delighted in 

the Fruition of that God and Chriſt which we 
are now longing for. When Peter, James and 
John had a Glimpſe of Heaven's Glory at the 
Transfiguration of our Saviour, how were 
their Hearts raviſh'd and overcome with it! 
Their nearneſs to Heaven, and the Sweets Which 7 
they taſted, made em very loth to deſcend the = 
Mount; and not being willing by any means to 
be remov'd thence, ſay they, Tis good: for us to Mat. 15.4. 
be here. And St. Paul, who was taken up into 3 
the third Heaven, was ſo fir'd by what he aw 
and heard, that it wrought in him (when ſet 
dowa on Earth) never-dying Deſires after a 
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'Bieettitig Place in that. billed egion- How 
1 much "oaks the Intereſt of Chriſt and Weal of 
_— his Church might ſway with him to abide here, 
1 rifle. 23. yet the Affectlons of his Heart were eſtlefs, 
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242.1. Again, As the Hart pants after the Water-Brooks, 
. ſo pants my Soul after thee, O God : hen fhall 1 
1 come and appear be fore thee ? And the Spouſe no 
IIleſs deſirous of her Beloved, you find * 
| ly ſuing to him, Tell me, O thou who tor Oges 
loves, where thou feedeft, where thou thy 
Flockstoreſt at Noon; for why ſhould I be as one 
who 255 ä by the Fl u * thy 8 ? 
: _ 
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iy - and the Motion'of his Defires conſtant towards 
e Chrift, knowing that to be with him was beſt 
of all: Even thus holy Souls, furniſm d with Aſ- 
mmliunrance, breathe ral their longing Deſires to 
3 be with Goch in whom they center; and to en- 
1 ef Preſence, which alone can firisfy- em, 
Hotz in his Ordinances, and in his Glory! 
8 1. They deſire his ſpiritual Prefence in: his 
+ . Ordinances; knowing that theſe without him 
wi can yield no ſpiritual Nutriment. Serious and 
i — pious Souls have a mighty Veneration and E- 
1 feem for the Lord's Ordinances an . e 
1 ments; as we may learn from David's Com- 
1 : laint in the time of lis Exile and Baniſhment, 
F.. 120. 5. faying; Wo is me, that I ſajourm in | Meſech, and 
_ that T dwell in the Tents of Redar þ This Com- 
118 4 plant is grounded on his want of the Ordinan- 
12 ces, not — as they are the Signs of God's 
1 Preſence with His Peop ge the Ways wherein 
133 he manifeſts his Love and Glory to 'em, as he 
= PL: ir. elſewhere declares: O Lord, thou art my God; 
. early wil I ſeek thee, as in 4 dry and thirſt Land 
19 where no Water is. And why is the Prophet's 
i 33 ire and Reſolution thus? Tis te ſee God's 
+ er and Gliry, as he had ſeen it in bis Santtuary. 
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Nel aiet.or ſatisfy a gracious Soul but, W 


the Preſence of Sai 

2. The Defires of an aſſut'd perſon are alter 
the full and laſting Enjoyment of God in Gle- 
This is all his Deſire, or the Top of it. 
nere holy Souls are often comforted with Bis | 
WH Preſence, taken into his Embraces, careſs'd with Ne 
WH che Kiſſes of his Mouth, ravifrd with his Heart- 
, I gladding Countenance, refreſ'd and fatify'd - 
with his Love. But, alas! this does not always 
continue. Our Beloved ſometimes turns aſide 
by reaſon of our unworthy Behaviour towards 
\ him, and that cauſes Bitterneſs of Spirit, Grief 
1 of Soul, working Sickneſs of Heart, which 
„nothing can cure but a freſh Viſit, and another 
I Merzig with him; and therefore David can- 
- not content himſelf with any degree of. Eu- 
„ joyment ſhort of that in Glory, Where there 7 
4 ih be no parti ing: H for we Fi behold' 1 . 
-H in Righteouſneſs, Pp ſhall be ſatisfy'd when I 3 
„ale with thy Likeneſs. Then, and not till 
„chen; will the Deſires of a gracious Soul be ful- 
in ly fatisfy'd; as is further evident from the Tem- 
ic per of the Primitive Church, who when Chriſt 
l; orte enthron'd in the Heavens, publiſnes 
14 the joyful News of his ſudden: Return, ſaying, 
>: WH Behold, I come T; in Reply, ecchoes forth . 
P; her Deſire, A. even fo come Lord Feſus. 1 Cor. 1. 7. 
„ Pious Souls wait for his Coming, and earneſtly Tit. a. 13. 1 
, deſire it with rbe Spouſe, who thinking him —_ 
/ 1 I long, and impatient of his Return, ſays, Make Cant.8 ule, 4 
no — my Beloved, and be thou like 4 Roe and Jorg * \ m4 
art upon the Mountain of Spices. © 
oul Thus have we done with the Propertys of _ 4 
h Affurance, and ſhall now come to the laſt thing . _- i 
ne propos d, which is to offer ſome Arguments, 1 

? te: move ſuch as want 1 to ſeek it, and 
ng OO - oh i to 
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do perſuade ſuch as have it to prize and keep it; 
and ſhall then conclude with Tome Directions dy 
for obtaining it. The Arguments by which 1 an 
would prevail with you to ſeek, prize and th 
| keepit, are taken from the Neteſſity, the Ex- an 
cellency, and the V/efwlneſs of it. Id 
Firſt, Seek it | becauſe of its Neceſſity. | 1 ll cl 
would not be here underſtood that Aſſurance is da 
ſimply neceſſary to Salvation, as if none could th 
dbde ſav'd without it: for doubtleſs many, who fa 
were dear to God, have, when Death approach'd, of 
and ſet: 'em ſenſibly on the Borders of Eter- ti: 
nity, had their Underſtandings fo clonded, that ov 
they could fee no Light; and from their grow- Re 
ing Fears have been ready to give up the Ghoſt, | 
Ezck. 37. proclaiming with the, dry Bones, Our Hope is Je 
11. Joſt, and we are cut off. Now, ſays the poor th 
Soul, I ſee my Aſſurance formerly boaſted of H. 
was but a vain and groundleſs Confidence, 1 pr 
maſt quickly inhabit the Confines of outer Dark-' us 
neſs, make my Bed in everlaſting Burnings, and an 
there ſuffer a juſt and deſery'd Damnation for to 
ever. Such an Apprehenſion as this many of 
good Men may be under, being too apt to 905 
draw falſe Concluſions againſt themſelves to Je, 
their own Perplexit x. e 
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Sometimes this is occaſion d by the Workings che 
and Temptations of a buſy and malicious Devil, MW. ve! 
ho well knows his time is ſhort, and e'er long ne- 
the Soul ſhall be rais'd above the reach of his do 
longeſt Weapons; and therefore he levels his MW ©c 
Battering- Pieces, and makes theſe his laſt, Ef- Ine 
forts with the greateſt Rage and Fury, reſolv- ou 
ing to diſturb where he cannot deſtroy. And Sta 
ſometimes we are brought into Darkneſs and Ius 
Doubtings by the Power of Diſeaſes taking % 
hold on us, which do not only weaken ware „ 
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dy, but ſpoil the Underſtanding, and produce e 
= A nta Change in all the Naeh G © 2 
the Soul ; and ſo being driven into Diſorder _ Ro 
and Confuſion, various and frightful are the - 

Ideas of acraz'd Fancy, by which we are in 
clin'd to conclude of our ſelves according to the | 
dark Aſpe& with which things then appear, tho 

the Judgment which we then make is often _ 
falſe: For however dark and cloudy the State 
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Mark, examine and prove your own ſelves, 1 

s there's the Precept commanding; and ſure e- 1 

|, very Man in his right Wits will acknowledg it 1 
neceflary to obſerve the Divine Statutes, and be 


of God's Children may appear to. be at ſuch a 
time, 'tis certain they are by Grace beyond their 
own Expectation ſoon taken into the bliſsful 
Regions of Light and Glory. — | 


But tho Aſſurance be not ſimply neceſſary, 


| yet it's requiſite that we ſeek and keep it on 


theſe two Accounts: 1. In Obedience to God. 


He who has graciouſly provided Heaven, and 


promis'd Salvation in the end, would not have 
us live without the Comfort of it in the way : 


and therefore he has given many Commands 


to ſeek and keep it; or elſe what's the meaning 


of thoſe Expreſſions of the Apoſtle, Examine 2Cor.iz.s. 


your ſelves, know. you not your . own. ſelves, that 
Feſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be Reprobates ? 


do our Duty, that by examining our ſelves, 
&c. we may know that Chriſt is in us, whoſe 


Indwelling in the Soul muſt perſuade and aſſure 
our Hearts of the Safety and Goodneſs of our 


State. In like manner St. Peter preſſes this on 
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d us as neceſſary above other things, ſaying, Give 2 pet. 1.3. 
2 all Diligence: for as it's no way becoming Saints — 
- MW who are cald to Glory, and made Partakers Ver. 3. a 
of the Divine Nature, to give way to Sloth and 1 
** Qareleſneſs, 
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eſneſs in Duty j 30 tis uifite, in Obe⸗ 
dience to 8 that we apy er ſelves" with 
tile greateſt Induſtry to ſeek Fling maintain an 
Aſlurance of Heaven; to which end he repeats 
Ver. 10. the Injunction, ' Wherefore the rather, "Brethren, 
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Þ 2. Aſſurance” 1s neceſſary, ' becauſe * without 

9 8 iche beſt of Men live in a 85 lex d Uncer- 

tainty what their Condition be for ever. 

This World does little elſe tk bs chime Chan- 

T ges on us; and every day's Experience tells us 

3 that nothing i is certain, but Uncertainty ; that 

= there is no Hxedncſs of State to be 2 

Pf. 39 5. below the Sun, and that Man in his beſt Eſtate 

1 is but Vanity; z. e. ſubject to be cut off in the 

beight of his Profperity, tho he fancys with 

Pf. 30. 5. David that his Foundation ſtands ſure, and 

Fed 28. chat he ſhall not be mow'd; or with Joh, that 

> be ſhall die in his Neſt. © But tho good Men 

#4 ſometimes exerciſe ſuch a Confidence as this, 

from a Series of Succeſſes, and Confluence of 

© good things attending em; yet it may be ſaid 

rk all earthly Proſperity, © that *tis uncertain 

TY and certainly ſhort, ſince Fulneſs of Trouble, 

2 Job14 1. and Fewneſs of Days, is the Lot of every 
"=> Man that's born of a Woman. 

1 How ſoon did David's Sun ſet in 4 Cloud, 

Who had no ſooner utter'd his Confidence from 

: his floariſhin ng Condition, Lord, by 19. Eqvour 

_ thou haſt made my Mountain to ſtand faſt > but 

with the next Breath he tells us, that G0 

Fl. 30. 7. hide his Face, and he was. troubled. And are not 

the beſt of Men ſubje& to the like Viciſſitudes 

and Changes ? No Fink Excellency, as Roy- 

, alty, Wiſdom, Power and the like, can gari- 

22 us 8 Tr a and Diſa 50 
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How faddenly , oft-times is our Calm turned 

into a Storm, and. bluſtring Tempeſts blow our + 

Sn ſerene Minds into Diſo er and Fear. And 

when we are under ſuch Diſcompoſure of Spi- 

er, rit, we are apt to perplex our ſelves with Con- 

4% ceits and Jealouſys, as if with Aſapb we had FI 73. 13. 
cleans'd our Hearts in vain, and that it's to no 

purpoſe that we have waſh'd our Hands in In- _— 


Now as an Anchor is. neceſſary, to keep tze 
Ship ſteddy and ſecure, whilſt lying among 
Rocks in a ſtormy and tempeſtuous Seaſon; ſo i 

we ſay of Aſſurance, as David of Goliah's 1 Sum. 1. 
Sword, None like this. None like this, to keep 9. 1 Ry 
us calm and quiet under tempeſtuous Storms, . MM 
fretting Perplexitys, and galling Diſappoint> _—_ 
ments; none like this, ſweetly to perſuade the _ 
Soul, that it ſhall go well in the end. Where; 19. 3. 10%; 
fore the Apoſtle tells the Chriſtians, that they = 
have Hope as an Anchor to tht Soul, both ſure and Heb. 5. 19. 
ſtedfaſt, vntring within the Veil. The Wicked, » 
[ confeſs, may know what his State ſhall be 
hereafter without difficulty, ſince St. Paul ſays _ i 
of the UWnrighteous, that they ſhall not enter into 2 Cor. 6. a2. 
the Kingdom of Heaven; and the Royal Prophet 
is politive, that the Wicked ſball be turn d intb pſal. p. 17. 

Hell. But tis not ſo eaſy for a pious Man ian 
hurrying Revolutions, when between Hope 
and Fear, to reſolve himſelf in a matter f 
ſuch Moment where Aſſurance is wanting. + 

Moreover, that it's neceſſary is evident from = 
David's praying ſo earneſtly to God for it 
Reſtore to me, lays he, the Joys of thy Salvation, Pi. 31. 1 
and uphold me with thy free Spirit. Oh tis this, "7 
as if he had ſaid, which ſhall rejoice my broken 
Bones, reſolve my Doubts, revive my drooping — _ 

Spirits, and comfort me in a weil-gronaded „ 2.23 > F_ 
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. of. avoking | in God's Likeneſs, and 
+ emerge ſatisfy'd in the ef 

; N od. I paſs now ten 047 
> "Fay les Argument, to ſeek and keep this -AL- 
n 2 taken from the Excellency of it. W hat- 
5 gn ever we deem excellent, we'l take Pains to get 
4 it; for the very Notion of Excellency,” in any 
thing which we want, makes us willing to do 
® any _ or part with any thing Jeſs excellent 
or valuable to gain it; as when St. Paul under- 
-" ſtood the tranſcendent Excellency which is in 
_ Chriſt, he was willing to part with all his boa- 
ted Privileges, his o- ãZ — pretended Righte- 
douſneſs, with whatever had been or was re- 
puted gainful to him, for the Excellency of the 
Nuowledg of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord; and accounted 
all as no better than Dung, that he might win hin: 


Wo thatthere is an Excellency in this Chriſ- 


tian Aſſurance, I ſhall make plain in ſhewing, 
11. What tis tous. 2. What it does for us. 
A4 s for the former: (1.) *Tis a ſpecial Cha- 
racter of the Love of God, an Earneſt of the 
Inheritance which is purchas d by the Blood of 


whereby we are ſeal'd or ſettled in a comforta- 

dle Hope of Eternal Life. Tis an Evidence 

do us that we are the Children of God, of the 

= _ Heavenly Race, that we belong to the Family 
=. above, and have our Names written in the 


Book of Life; which to know, is Ground and 
Matter of more abundant Joy, than if the 


luke 10. Devils and all the Powers of Darkneſs wore 


N Tubjet to us. 

Aſurance is the Morning Stur which Chriſt 
2 | has promis'd, noting to us the Approach and 
Dawning of an everlaſting Day, a Day which 
ker. 28, ſral! be ucceeded ” no 3 of Darkneſs or 
1 * ouble. 
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Jeſus, and a Seal of the Spirit upon our Hearts, 
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The. . — a 4 of Aſſara N 5 
Trouble. Tis the hidden Manna, more pre- 
cious than that which Jrasl partook of in the 
Wilderneſs, whereby we ſhall be nouriſh'd and 
comfortably kept to the Day approaching; 
yea tis that white Stone, with a new Name 
engraven on it, which none can read or know - 
ſave he that has it. In fine, tis a ſure, Pledg + 


* * « A af ad by 


of our Marriage-Union with God and Chriſt, __ 
which is by far a more bleſſed State tan 
Crowns or Kingdoms could put us in. And aas 
is our Condition, ſo is our new Name, Hepbb. 
zibah, which ſignifys God's Delight in . All If. 62. 4. 
this, and more than this, is the Aſſura nce of mw 
the Love of God to us, and therefore excellent: „ 
Ang its Excellency will further appear if we con- | 
(2.) What it does for us, which in ſhort is 
more than all the World either will or can do 
for us, as it's an Evidence to us of our heaven- 
ly . Deſcent, that we are the Sons and Daugh- - 
ters of the God of Heaven. This will bring I 
us within the Views of the Celeſtial Glor ; 
not to Sinai, where God ſhew'd his Glory, and N 
utter'd his Voice in the Terrors of Lightning Exod. 19. 
and Thunder, which made the Mount to quake, 16, 718. 
and the Hearts of the People tremble; nor to - 
e Mount Tabor, where the Sight of Chriſt's Glo- r 
J ry in his Transfiguration, and the Voice which 1 
e was heard from Heaven, ſtruck the Diſciples war. 7. Ml 
d down, and fill'd *em with Confuſion and Fear Mm 
c but *twill place us in, and make us inhabit the 
e very Porch of Heaven, whence by Faith we 
ſhall caſt an Eye within the Veil, and there be- 
ſt hold the Face of God ſmiling on us, the Arms 
dot Chriſt open to receive us, and hear the 
h Melody of Songs ſung in the height” of Sen; a 
Sight and Hearing which will ſtrangely charm 
. FF 
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a Nice: hexpreſidle 75 F 
You know tis common for if ORs to 105 
8 on their Children, to ſhow em 
ir Glory and Riches, and to tell em, this is 
al for them. Much more will God, who has 
FAY begotten aſſur'd Souls to the lively Ho of 
2 Pets 1420 Inheritance incorruptible, and referv'd in 


Hleaven, admit 'em to a Sight of it. This is 


f 5 | 1 
d 0 L 7 - ; ts 


intimated! by the Evangelical Prophet, Who 
1555 ſays, Thine Tor ſhall. ſee the. King in his Beauty, 
dA4ud behold the Land which is 5 7 of. 1 con- 
; clude this with the Apoſtle's nt, in another 
Phil. 4. 1 Caſe, If there be any Virtue, if there be any 
. think on theſe things. © 8 be any 
Excellency. in this Aſſurance, let ſuch as want 
1 ſeek it, and ſuch as havei it prize and keep it. 

paſs to the 
Third: Argument, which i is taken from the 
Uſefulneſs of it, which indeed is a further Evi- 
_ denceof its Excellency; for the more uſefu] 
any thing is to us, the more we value it. Let 
us therefore ſeek and pr ize this Aſſurance, as 
till be very ſerviceab eto us "or theſe follow- 

ing Purpoſes. 
. mightily wean us in our Affections 
from the things of the World, and help us to 
account of em as poor, mean and worthleſs, as 
_ things not worthy of our Love, to be doted on, 
or follow'd after; as things, without which we 
may and ſhall be happy. Aſſurance will not 
only ſhew us the Emptineſs of 'em, but that 
they may prove pernicious and hurtful; as the 
young Man in the Goſpel, Demas and many 0- 
thers, found by Experience. Twin have a 
mighty Influence on us in the two great and 
Amon N of our Lives, viz. Proſ- 
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View choice Monuments, and rare Sights of va. 


| ſur'd Souls much more ſay of the Pleaſures, 7 
fits, and the Glory of the World, Theſe are not 
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. dee f Aſwine. 14 | 
perity and Adverſity: In Proſperity twill bal. 
laſt the Heart aright, that it ben't overſet by 1 
the pleaſant Gales of a flouriſhing State, and — 
moderate its Deſires after lawful things, as kx wa I 
having things infinitely more valuable in Proſ- 70 4 
&. And in Adverſity, when the Waves and 
Billows of Affliction riſe and lift up themſelves, 
even then*twill keep us from ſinking into thoſe 
i ge Fears, tormenting Griefs, and ſin ful! 
Deſpondings, which are common to ſuch as are —_ 
not under the happy Effe&s of Chriſtian Aſſ- '- "= 
This will ſtrengthen and comfort their —_ 
Hearts in ſuch a ſeaſon, in effect ſaying to 
believing Souls, Fear not: Be of good Courage: Iſa. 41. 1%/%/ Q — ? 
Hope in God : He is thy God : He will ſave thee. Pl-27-14 
"Twill help us to know that we are Strangers & 22. 7. W | 
1 * 7 & 55. 16. 
and Pilgrims here, ſtrongly perſuade us of a ö 
better Country to come, and fix our Eye upon 
the Celeſtial City. 1 have read of a devout 
Pilgrim, in his Travel to Jeruſalem, who paſ- 
ſing thro many Citys, which preſented to his 


rious kinds, overlook d em all, and without „ 
any regard to em, paſs'd On, ſaying, This i 2 ge” foe . * 2 7 : o 
not Jeruſalem, This is not Jeruſalem. So will aſ- TY 


the Pleaſures, Treaſures and Glory of Heaven, 

the Country towards which they are travelling 
They'll contemn 'em, and with holy Paul in 3 
ſome meaſure affirm, I am crucify'd with Chriſt, Gal. 2. 20. 
by whom I am alſo crucify'd to the World, and the 6. 14. 
World to me. I fay, this Aſſurance is -uſeful ' * | » = WM 


to mortify our Deſire of the World, and the „ 
ae eee at J 
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2. Tis uſeful to quiet and ſatisfy us under il g; 


| © all Loſſes and Hardſhips which we may ſuſtain m 
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and ſuffer for the ſake, of Chriſt and the Goſ- if «1 
pel. O this will ſweeten every bitter Cup, ME br 
lighten every Burden, fit every Voke to our Ml 
Shoulders! This will turn our Wormwood and . NM 
Gall into Milk and Honey; twill procure us cr 
lllberty in Confinement, and fill our Hearts ra 
1 with Joy, and our Mouths with Songs of MW {: 
1 Praiſe, tho our Loins were galPd 3 1 i de 
=. Shackles, and our Feet made faſt in the Stocks, 80 
24.16.25. as Paul's and his Companions were. This will WM Go 
= Lag pt N make us content with a little, and not only ſo, Ml co: 
Ez: "vg 10 but to take joyfully the ſpoiling of our Goods, Ml in; 
1 knowing that in Heaven we have a better and more th. 
| ending. ne. ot 
Aſſurance will be an Antidote againſt Diſ- IM 6+ 
Content, while it gives us a Glimpſe of Heaven, s 
| of a firm and unſhaken Kingdom there, of an f 
unfading Crown and Inheritance there; and the 
per ſuades us that tis a Country worth our moſt WM lo 
painful Travel, and the Things of it worth 
bur Suffering for, and which will make us a- | 
ES. - mends for all our Loſſes, Hence”twas that St. 
Rem. 8. 18. Paul, and the Saints of his day, rectbon'd the Suf- 
erings of the preſent time not worthy to be com- 
. par with the Glory which ſhould he reveal d; and 
_ aid, their light and momentary Afflictions 
2 cor. 4. work'd for em 4 far more exceeding. and eternal 
17, 18. Weight of Glory. Nay, this animated our bleſ- 
_ ſed Saviour himſelf, of whom we read, that 
cb. 12:2. for the Foy which was ſet before him, he endur'd 
.:  .theCroſs, and deſpis'd the Shame. And that He- 
. Heb. 10. roic Servant of his, Moſes, eſteem'd the Reproa- 
2542-* cher of Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures of 
Egypt, while he had an eye to the Recompence of Re- 
ward. Thus Aſſurance is uſeful to us in ſuffer- 
_ ing Times. 3, Lis 
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"The Uſain F 8 


35 Tis uſeful to advance Piety, and to en- 
gage us in a ſtrict and conſcientious , Perfor-. 
mance of Duty towards God. A Soul, made 
glad by Aſſurance of the Divine Love, cant 
but e of God's Ways, that they are all Prov. 3. 15. 


. Ways of Pleaſantueſs, and Paths of Peace. No 

|. Wands lead to ſo. bleſſed an End, no Work is ; 
s Ml crown'd with fo glorious. a Reward, as Aſſu- 

s I rance perſuades us the Work of God and Duty 

{. Wt ſhall be. Tho Puty is by moſt counted a Bur- 
Len, tis not fo. in the Judgment of aſſur d | 

„ Souls: For, ſays the Apoſtle, This is the Love. i 0 Jabs 
Cod, that we keep bis — and hs 
„ | Commandments are not St. Paul, ſpeak- 
„ WM ing of the Reſurrection — the Dead, tels us, 

re that from his Hope thereof he exercitd. bimſelf Act. 24.16. 


always to have a' Co tence void of Offence jowards- 
.d and Men. * 1 Je 


n, The ſame Apoſtle. elſewhere favs. The \Love 2Cor.$-44, 
n Wo chriſt conſtrains us; Whereon PII give you 
id the Comment of one whom I have tead as fol- 


ſt WU lows : “ Why art thou ſo painful a Miniſter 


— 


:h paul : Why knoweſt thou no Man after the 
a- © Fleſn? Why not led by carnal Intereſts and 
zt. J“ Affections? Why ſo buſy and n 
( that all the World counts thee mad? W by, 
u- fays. he, Love will not let me reſt. If 1 


"ll b would be lazy, or carnal, or fold my Hands 162 1.093 


os MW to ſleep, the Love of Chriſt always ſounds 
this in my Ears, That I was dead, and he. 

TY 0 died for me, that henceforth J ſhould not 

at live to my ſelf, but to him who died for me- 
„This allo is the Uſe which Zacharias. made of 

le- the Aſſurance which God had given by his Oath- . | 
to their Fathers, That being deliver d our of the G 
of Hands 
the Da) s * therr e 
80 Aſſu- 
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their Enemys, wor. ſhould ſerve him in 74, 73. 
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ae will fe us; + hip e ; 
| Wn: us ſerviceable or any Ht, a He 


whoſe Heart is affected with the Aſſurance of 
Heaven, is qualify'd for Ly place, whether of 
Plenty or Scarcity:; alfs to fojourn 3 
J 
fane, hel lovingly tell Tos the danger of 


cee that tie lead downto Death3 and i 


2 they will not frain, he prudently” reprove 
. I HD. their Works of Darkgefſs. - r World ings, 
Fhoſe Diſcourſes are about, and Endeavors af. 


1 Ur Perl erde the things of the Earth, he! 
F.. . with Dav that Divine Option, Lora, 
A 1 Fits of thy" Countenanice on me; tis 
| 8 at in Which T' rejoice more than in Corn, 


= Win an Oil. And as it fits us for any Com- 
=o pany, fo twill. make us ſerviceable and benefi- 
an _ _ cial, by wholeſom Counſel and Admonition 
meer. g. 1. (as Nah to the — World) by holy and god- 
1 4 | "rig mx iro many may be won who 
= will not by the Word; by fervent 
3 - Plt06.23 and prevalent e like "Moſes: franding in 
| 4 | £ fo. | the Gap to turn away Wrath from a rebellious 
=_ 1  Tfrael; and by a liberal diſtributing of what 
x 5 „ we have to refreſh the Bowels of the Needy, 
= and make their Hearts to ſing for Joy; and ſo 
| Job2g.12, like Job, becoming Eyes to the Blind, and Feet 


. $ 18 to the Lame, and eminently uſeful in our Places. 
1 5. Aſſurance is uſeful to our Growth and 
pPerſtyerance in Chriſtianity and Godlineſs, and 
5 to keep us from all Apoſtacy and Defektion. 
(PE. Thus St. Peter argues, Grve Diligence to male 


your Calling and Election ſure; and if that be 

done, ſays he, ye ſhall neither be barren" nor un- 
Fuitſul. No, no, aſſur'd Souls will retain the 

v 98. 12, Juice of Grace, will be fat and flouriſhing ke 
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dil ac 2 1 
Tho Storms and — perhaps 
bring down the ſtrong and — even 
the moſt flouriſhing Profeſſors in Ap * 
aud Mo ferious' Lale to the very Mouth of 
— — yet then will Afſurande enable theſe 
their Heads with Joy, and ſtand faſt; 
gr moſt bloſtring Hurricanes beat upon 
'em, they will not be mov'd: N Whoever 
does, they will never” fall: - A Soul living within 2 pet. 1. 
the Views of Heaven and Glory, will rather 8, 10. 
rejoice in Tilton, Wan Urn i Backs on Rom. f. 3. 
the Hope fet befbre em, tho all S ace . 
tereſts f old ſollxite thereto. Pol - 
 £-AFſurance of Heaven and Glory wn 
ſweetly:diſpoſe - us for a Journy: thicher, and 
incline us willingly: to die that we may. 
that happy Region. A niger: like 
ſurance to guard us againſt the fiery Sting, 5 | 
arm us ugaiaſt Fear, to diſrobe Death of all its 
Tertors, and to preſent that terrible Rxecu- 
tioner ti human Nature, with a leſs frightful 
Aſpect than in common he appears. The great 
Rea fons why fo many Chriſtians ate unwilling 
to die, are the little Acquaintance and Com- 
munion which they ——5 with God, want of 
believing Views of the excellent things pre- 
Win Heaven, and the Weakneſs. 
chat thoſe things are prepar'd for chem; 
but Aſſurance of this would make us willing to 
de gone, and cauſe us ro ſay with good old S 
neon (having Chriſt in his Arms) Now letteſ Luke 2. 
thou thy Servant; depart in Peace, for mine Eyes 29, 30. 
have | rep thy Salvation. And whatever may be FRE 
our Straits about beloved Relations, and othey "\ ] 
Intereſts here, which naturally we are loth to . —_ 
_— a Aſſurance r the 3 El. 
Cellency 
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1 of IR” and "will ſion. bring 
the Soul to a determination, to deſire; with St. 
_ Phil. 23, Paul be did and to de wien h 
3 b > 15 5 | * beſt of all. ay Wt ann N em | 
liebe done with the b 'by 
—_— .  mhich-1 would per ſuade ſuch as want Aſſurance 


_ to ſeek it, and ſuch as have it to prize and keep Wl. 
_ "= it; for amongſt all other things I dare venture 
r to ay this is the one thing needful, as tis 
—_ - uſeful and beneficial in every: of Life, and | 
— 25 in Death it ſelf, as you have heard. | 
—_ 1 ſhould now paſs to the Directions, and: fo 
_ —— HY the firſt general Part. But -methinks Wl 
1 here lies ſomething worthy to be reſolv d and . 
= remov'd out of the way before we proceed, Mi, 
* doing which may be ſerviceable to many we BY | 
3 | grant, from — has been ſaid, that Aſſurance g 
2 B a very deſirable thing, and worthy of our 
_— - whole Induſtry to get and keep it; but Jet are Wl: 
* ohjed. ready to object, That tho it were poſſible to r 
. arrive at this Aſſurance of Hope, yet tis hard, d 
nmnay impoſſible, to maintain and keep it, as we 
may gather from the Outerys of many ſancti- 
_ fd and holy Souls i in our Day, who under the 
OY Torment of Fear can't poſſibly be comforted, 
= : | but draw fearful Concluſions againſt themſelves, 


* Haying, The Days of Darknefs are coming on a- 
pace, tis not long e er I muſt, fink down under 

he weight of God? 's wrathful Diſpleaſure, and 

make - Bed in everlaſting Burnings. My 

Sins are too heavy for me. God has forſ 

me. My Hope is periſn'd, and I am loſt. 

Yea many ny the choice and moſt eminent 

Saints of God in Ages. paſt, we find upon Re- 

cord pouring forth their Complaints in like 
as manner as Fob, Oh that twere with me as furmer- 
9, when the Candle 1 the Lord Sine . 92 


127 My God, 
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1 YT P'S, 1 
* Light 7: 
rep quite alter d; for, fays. he, Nhe I 


lod for 
bil + reſted not, I went 1 ing without | be 
Sun. I am a Brother to Dragons my Skin is bla 
upon m, i Harp is turn d into kN at 
my Organ. wto the Voice of them that weep - 
David alſo ſays, I am forgotten, lite 4 den. 
lan eur: off mind I am like a broken Veſſel. 
God, why haſt thou i forſaken rr 22; 1. 
ert thou! fo far from 7 me? Hu N 77.9. 
w vrgottert to he gracious, hat er 
up his Pender Mercy 77 And the Church barpsup- — _ 
on the ſame. 185 » Wherefore deſt thou forget Lam. 5] 
wi fortuer, and forſake 1s ſo long time? Thou 0 225 
haſt: mtterly rejefted u, and art very wrath. > 
gainſt . Thus it has been with many dear to 
God in days paſt, and thus it may be with ma- 


ny nom; their Hearts are ſet a trembling, their 


Faces cloth d with Palenefs, and their State * 


deplorable, as they conceive. 3 4 : } 
Nom for the Cure and Removal of this Ma- * _ 
lady, which renders the Spirit of ſerious Sous 


ſometimes very diſconſolate, we ſhall, T. En- 
quire into the 3 — * of it. 2. 8 
tion againſt a things which are great Hin- ; 
drances to this — . of Hope. _— 
3. Proceed to the Directions requiſite to de ob- 

ſerv*d for obtaining it. 

We are firſt to enquire into the common 
Cauſes of this diſconſolate State, Why — 
= godly, and it may be ſome of the great 
Eminency * Piety, do fall into ſuch uncom-. 


Mele ID draw Concluſions {> falſe, as they 
0 ten 


24 


walls hy Darkneſs! now . 
r. then Trouble came, my 2 „ » + 


fortable.. Reaſonings, and in deſpondency ff 4 wt 


ws heck. 'of * * r — 2 2 Co 


y * N. 


1 


not from God. N not er. 
Wie — the Got 'of Peace, _——— 


* 


Wies, Der Gedligeg is Neth Wc. 
thing elt dan devotiug our ſelves to the Seve- 
n ig of u ſtrict, auſtere, and melencholy Life. 
mr * afefs, che Precepts of Chriſtianity art le- 
=. rde and-form'd with\defign te take us 
7  _ off fromatſeQingthe Jollity, Mirth, and Pie 
<= nging from a ff Courſo, — 
Joy very Lrantent, ate ws 15 Trouble but 
then there is a Peace and Pleafre fic 
more valuable to be enjoyd therein. 
Godlineſs is the moſt pleaſant Air 01 
breathe in. It maintains a healthful Conſtitu- 
"Rt tion, furniſhes us with every thing necellary to 
1 i. Tins an Intire Satisfaction, as it has rhe Promiſes of 
1 this Life ani that which 4340 come. It proeures 
Prov. 12. us a Reputation, and clothes us with an 
. Excellency above that of others. "Tis un Evi- 
8 dence of our being like God, and a Witneſs th 
1 us that we pleaſe him; which 
ke u 2 and pleaſant, and alſo 8 
3 "keep, us in chat happy Frame and T. 5 
30M is plain from God's own' Teſtimony, aud * 
Experience of all who have obſerv'd the Up- 
* be. 119. ſhot of a godly Life: For, ſays Davidy Great 
_ 165. peace have t they who love thy Law, leg 
pi. 27.37. ori offend em And, Mark the perfect Aan, and 
x behold the upright, for the end of that "Man i 
—_ Nat But on the contrary, whatever Peace a 
wicked Man may poſſeſs in ſinful ways, tis not 
8 r of that EY as PIP 1 


terfeit, 


Fey is hol og, wild Wicked. 

* Men therefore at any Clip fall 
into ſoch- uncomfortable. Deſpondencys, flows, 
not from God or Godlineſs, Who then is ijʒt 
from? Satan ? No. He has Will to do that 
ra 16 but his Head and Power is broken 
by the Captain of our Salvation. He 
2 the Foweriof tempting left him. He's 
utter ly "unable to withſtand the: reſolute Eu- 
counters of a belleving Soul ;̃ for if we reſiſt, Jam. 4% 
be floes. He can't hurt us without our Con- 
ſent. Therefore I ſay, tis wholly in and from 
our ſelyes, and is generally owing to ſome of 
theſe four things, viz. Unbelief, or N 
of Faiths Adelancholy ; the Trregularity o 
Paſſions, when touch'd with ſome ſad Accidents 
of the, Kir wing ef Corruption i us. 

belief is a great Spring whence Sad⸗ 

refs and Miſery flows, as it lays. eren open 
to the Frowns of an angry God here, and liable 
to the Diſpleaſure of incens'd Juthes for ever: 
But by Uabelief I don't, now mean the total 
Abſence» of Faith in God and Chriſt, but 4 
caſing of the Acts and Exerciſe of it in cer- 
tain reſpects in the Soul: The glorious Effects 
of Faith are many; it enlightens; 2 41 
trengthens and comforts, whilſt we live in 
the actings of it. But nothing can be. more 
eonducive to weaken our Hands, eee 
dur Hearts, and deſtroy our Hope, than ſink- 
ng into Unbelief, by remitting the Exerciſe ß 
that heroick Grace in the Souls When God 
treated with erłing Judah, under the Encou- | 
nagement of 'taking dem el? mage into his Fa- i 
2 2 Uabeli ao tay; * 74 leu 15 1 
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e Deſpondin 5, are from | the Weakneſ * ou. 
has 14. thad baliev , A Ces prog N walkin 
39, 31. on the Sea, to ſink into Fear and Doubting, 
As his Faith fai'd, he ſankg*Tis this wha 
takes us off from our Hope in God in a time of 
Bang er; this, ſounding a Retreat, cauſes tie 
Soul to deſert and leave him, the only Foun- 
tain of Life and Comfort. Hence the Apoſtle 
neuf. cautions the Saints againſt it; Tale heed; Br. 
tren, leſt there be in am ef you an evil Heart « 
Vnbelief, in departing from the living God. Neg. 
lecting the Actings of Faith, is the firſt Caulc 
to which a Chriſtian ſtands indebted for all that 
ruinous Work made in his Aſſurance by Fea 
N Pilous api; 5, 
_ Secondly, Another Cauſel is Melancholy, : aver 
common and uncomfortable Diſtemper; 55 
the Malignitys whereof, the cleareſt Under 
ding is ſo clouded, that Perſons of The be 
dement are wholly. uncapable of making 
True and ſafe Judgment of themſelves: For thi 
black Humour, — — it prevails, extending 
it ſelf thro the whole Body, thereby affects th 
Spirit, and preſents every thing to the Min 
in its own Colours. It . all within int 
a Chaos, ſpreads a dark Cloud over the diſcet 
a A Faculty, fills the Mind with Fears and Je 
louſys; fo that it never, or very rarely, fram: 
an Idea, but what is diſmal and frigh al. Th 
1 Sem. 16. Humour in Scripture ſcems to be call'd an Ev 
14+ _ +Spirit, from the evil Effects which it produces 
aud where ie predominates, the moſt. pleaſar 
3 Sehen and ſweeteſt Melody can yield little 0 
"21 $4,161,580 Relief, ↄr at. beſt but for 'a little 2 
1 - "fixes Errour 1 in the Underſtanding, a e 
44 | . * et 5 


: 8 


Our W 5 2 Impoſitions of a 5 — 
In aſcribes an evil Eyent to a Occurrence, ' 
ins MM fears every thing which preſents, without anf 
ng, cauſe. It torments Perſons ny. r of 2 
at a diſtance, and which per never hap 955 | 
land turning Good into Evil, mh inders/em f om 
rejoicing in the Good they enjoy. 
Melancholy ſometimegfills good Mens Minde 
rith horrid and monſtroùs Notions of God, 
if he were cloth'd with nothing but what ren- 
ders him dreadful and terrible; as alſo, of 
themſelves, as if they were blaſphemous. 
retches, little. better than Devils: and in, 
the perplexity of diſturb'd Minds, they ſpend.” 
their time in endleſs and unneceſſary Scruples. 
In fine, it renders em unfit for Prayer to 
and other holy Dutys, and then interprets 
t Averſion ta be a Mark of their Reproba- 
tion: and ſuch often and clamorouſſy cry out 
in this their great Dolour) God has forſaken 
i N a great many more Complaints f 
without any reaſon but what's pure. 
j hy. cir fantaſtick Conceits. 05 
which perſuades us only 19 
elieve what i is not. However, tis but a Lamb 
na Bear's. Skin, which frights more than it 
urts: and tho the State of ſuch as are af 
ifed with it is much to be pity'd, yet their ” 
entence and-uncomfortable Cancluſions are not 
0 be credited or. regarded, they themſetves 
cing of another mind when the Diſeaſe is re- 
nord; which argues beyond contradiction the _ 
uſe lies in the Diſtemper, ſince the Effects 
anjſh with it. The Cure of this I leave to a 
umble waiting upon God by Prayer, with 
uh and. Patience, and to W. l 8 
ul 1 ſhall direct. 
8 nah. 8 


of State. e are 55 
"x07 pal * N en it's us, that *twi 
1 e and ch Lieder wet in fach 3 
Te þ map the more prieyous tis to be bronght 


N to Coli og "Danger 
. ge 
* The Orc of 


3 5 of in even rag rhe 8 
elves; ſo that Ning driven into Diſorder by 
the Power of ruffling Paſſions, they have in at 


Ae. Mood ſpoken Things, 1 unadvis'd and 


. Aſaph when aMiftcd wax'd enviow a the Prof: 
erity of the Wicked, and raſhly concluded that 
eligion and Godlineſs were mere Vanity; 
N. 1˙ s uuns, Heriiy I have cleans'd my Heart in Vain. 
Nor by e 17 faulty in this pang 7 

1. 22, him acknowledges 3 aid in in 
s * off from beſbre 25 ; 1 fol 1 it I lade 


dy both theſe was falſe, as they! themſelves i in 
| Bc af confels'd, . 

Again, you have 46 + monrnful Bxpoſh 
ation ring u up to a haſty and raſh Concluſio! 
intimated in his Interrogations : Will ghe Lo: 

PC = 1 * off for ever; and will be be favourable no more 

$, 9,10. Is his Mercy 704 gone for ever? Does his row! 
Fail for OS ? Has God Te; to he 
bus? Has be in anger ſhut up his tend 
Thus for the wx he concludes; but 3 2 
recovers himſelf, and corrects his Miſtake, Tay 


Nach i " OY "OP 0 8 ributes it! 


- 22 on, 9 5 one's with e fi Koei: 


ot es ot bed an OO © oo mm run A 


1 but tWwas in his haſt} ae was concluded 


a Pali. 8 you Aber r 
good N 1 into Extremes,. thro Un 
rennen of \ Temper and Power of Paſſions  '- - 
which Todd renders: not only Reaſon, be 8 
Faith i t oh a time antenne «he Sonn. 
— 


5 4 — * I . . 7 
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e ſperous State, howapt em = 
we to ſoar” aloft on the Wings of Peace and _—— 
Joy, 34 in Aſſurance * Hape! But _ 
if we are touch'd ſenſibly with any Croſs, how | +. a 
flat do we fall! Our Hope vaniſhes,” and Fear 
takes place. So that whilſt we are ſo fickle and 4 
une veñ in our ſelves, there's no reaſon to ina. 
ine that our Aſſurance ſhould be even and con- 1 
ant, any more than that one and the fame 
ſhould proceed from contrary - Cauſes 3 
with ſhews that this Unevenneſs of Temper 

Ade en to the 1 ace and Joy of 
1. "Da - roy do 9 are 2 1 
their Fathers on earth (tho poſſibly more 4 ä 
Humour than Reaſon) conclude they'll diſoogn n. 
and throw em out of doors? No.” May net 
God then correct a Child, without caſting him 
1 ? and chaſtiſe a Son, without nh ins _— 
2. Should not our Relation to God as: Chil- :-, — » 
dren, oblige us to Patience under every; Cor- .- + * nl 
rection; fince he never corrects, but there's 1f ,,, 9. 
need of it, either for purging away our Faults; Heb. +3 5 7 Wl! 
or wo 1. our 8 4 — r 

3. at y wrangling a ing . ny "2K 
with our Parker cc correcting us, unleſs more an- „ 
857 a rn Wen Srrokes from ann 5 


* 5 ” 
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£ s Will in correctin 8 D 
| ty to the eſi 


1 provoking to Pride and Vain-glory, wWhere- - 
dy we. arrogantly aſſume that to our felves 
1 which belongs not to us, and think better of 
= * our ſelves than we ought to think; ſome⸗ ; 
_ a times to Wrath and Anger, to Cruelty and 
= _ KReveage, to Levity and Filthineſs in Conver- f 
sction, to Rioting and Drunkenneſs, to Cham- W 
bderiag and Wantonneſs, to the Love of the 
Þ World, and an Indifferency in Religion and 
l Godlineſs. Ef „„ 
H bbeſe things, ſays the Fleſh, we may do, 
1 as well as ſome of the Godly have done in Ages 
before us, and continue the Children df God 
zs well as they did. Theſe ſorts of Luſts ſtir 
in us; and O how do they grieve a pions Soul! 
and bring Fears and Faintings upon the Spi- 
lit, like formidable and mercileſs Adverſar s, 
who not only beſiege the City without, but 
feecretly lurk and take up their Quarters with- © 


| ito ee of the 8 8 1 


riſh, as David Kurd be Would by, th 4 
Saul. Theſe are thoſe Sons of Zerviah who. - _ 
trouble us, diſturb our Peace, and ſp poll _ , "ki | 
Joy. But tho theſe Luſts ſtirring in 5 SO! 
may find us ſome Trouble, ſome Work and E. wt 
erciſe to mortify and prevent their giving  ' 
that Diverſion from God and Duty which They” 
would; yet they need not terrify us with Feats, 
or, occaſion us in Diſtreſs of Soul to conclude, 
that becauſe they are preſent with us, God will 
leave us; becauſe they. cleave to us, God will 
forſake us. . Notwithſtanding theſe Fogs and, 
Miſts which ariſe from the Puddle of Corrup- 
tion, we may live within the Views of Heay 1 
by Faith, and 1 our Aſſurance ſtrong and 
rien c 
For Coder, 1. That the auriog of Luſt 
Corruption is common to the moſt Sancti - 
yd and Holy whilſt here; nothing has over- 
taken us therein but what's common. to the + Ros 
Saints and aſſured Souls. 7 _. 
als = 


2. That theſe Luſts ſtirring in us, if we ms 
lom not of dem, are not our Sin, or at leaſt ſuch +», 
a Sin as God will impute to us; but a Sum- = WM 

to rally our Forces to encounter i 
which if we do in the Strength of Chriſt, the 
8 4 of our Salvation, they'll: not ſtand, © 
but retreat and ſculk into their Holds. _*- * 
3. That we are aſſur' d of the Aid of God's 
N Holy Spirit, whereby we ſhall not only force 4 he 
em to a Retreat, hut ſometimes efſeQually baffle © N 
and ſubdue em. 5881 that if we ! en — 
3 Ry We. an "OY em: d = . 


„ 


ws we die together" In the Bartel, we mal ſhave 
* 5 * dem in 9 they ſhall He no more to 
x _ moleſf' or oo us. When this Corruptible 


nees of Chri n e 
F is Sin. That's a Soff which Affurance 

- never grows in. If Men allow themſelves in a 
: deliberate Courſe of Sinning, whether more 
3 The! 28 Perſons bo, or ee flity 
| @ Ad cio . as t ypocrite des; the Effects 
"0 2 reof are like to be Trouble and Fear, An- 
F Diffrefs, and ſo they'll find one time 
ther, For Sin is the Womb of Sorrow, 
= Nurſery of Grief and Sadneſs. Sin 
7 - Couſcience with Guilt, and Guilt 
1 * e Conſcience wick Terrours, Which fear- 
fully ſting and wound the Soul, ſpoil our Peace, 
3 filk us with Horrour. SGuilt haunts the 
Sinner wherever he goes; it hes down wh 
7”. dim, and breaks his deep; it riſes 
mim, and torments his Mind 3 it dothes his 
| .þ Counrenance with kalen, nd, makes a Man 
-_ _ Fetielsig imſelf. 2 FOR 
+ Moreover, Sin repre its oo ever bleſſed 
5 8 God, in whoſe Favour is Life, as the moſt 

-  Ereadful of all Briggs; would baniſh him, if 
ſible, out of our houghts; and makes the 

255 1 deſire nothing more than that he would 
bene depart from lim. Nor is it ſtrange that they 
thus account . ng he is not 2 

in . 5 3 #04 has de- 
not dwell mith 
| uw 


. E] 


2 * gi. Pan * " ., 
Sin breaks all Leagues of Friendſhip between 
God and his Creatares, and cauſes hi: ; vl 
their Enemy. It expoſes us to his Carſey Dent. be” 8 
and thoſe who are curſed of him, ſhall be cur" | 1 A 11 
off. Their Peace, their Joys, their Comfor 5, PL. 37. % "li 
their Hopes, anc without a deep Humiliation, Ws 
———— 3, will be cut off, | For what the Moth | 15 = 
| n E the in the — it feeds 1 
„ on, and inſen waits Peace . eu 17-6 _—_ 
| 1 of the Mind.” "2, 
O the Power and Bamity of gin! What - | 
can't it do Has it not brought Angels out 
of Heaven? our firſt Parents out of Para- 
diſe? Has it not tumbled Princes down from 
their Thrones and Dignitys, and ruin'd the 
| = Governments? Has it not brought 
ngdons under Devaſtations, Churches under 
waitin „ Familys and Perſons into 
and Does it not cauſe Men 
32 3 to another? and that chick 
"ts worſe, it makes a Man an Enemy to him- 
"for: which ſurel iy is reaſon enough why we 
ſhould be caution d againſt it, as the yroue Ob- 
Rrudte f our Peace and Aſſurance. 
N peak nor of Sins of Frailt 
the Godly for tho in that reſp 
3 Men __ they could wiſh, yet t 


ine Covenant of Grace, ſettled is ae # ib 
diator, Chriſt Jeſus ; and can ſay with Davil, 
The my Houſe by eb with God, yet be has made 2 Sam. 034 


E Thu e Sin 
hority of wry Work, a the 


3 


% 
F 


$5 


common. to 


5 
* 
4 
* 


n 


K i into Which we have been hurry'd by the Power 


* 
25 


| 1 _ T W op "oy 0 e 


* 2 3s * 5 D 
. K 5 * 8 n 
s b q 8 * 
5 1 3 : * F 
x. - - 
„ 3 17 
R 2 * R 2 1 
2 5 6 XY * : 
1 1 
Vo - . 
A — 
. 
* 


RR. without Remorſe 32 — 'a ital Of 


of Corruption or Violence off Tem 2 5 
N Reproach is brought. to God's: Name 


— Ss Inn 


* 1 8 * and Way 8. 


oy . N pardon ſuch Sin, yet he may for the 


1 —.— of his own Righteouſneſs. reſolve 
Fengiaoee on our Inventions, by exer- 
1 — us under bodily Afflictions, Perturbation 


28m. 12. of Mind, or otherwiſe. Did not David's Sin, 

9. 10, 11, tho'pardon'd, entail the Sword upon his Houſe 

1 * 51.4 all his days, and make him to comp 
* 


2 of - byo- 
ken Bones on 3 Was 10 * _ 
true Spring s Maladys, of whi 
ſhe complains, as if God had utterly rejected 

| her? Yea, ſhe charges all upon Sin: The Crown 

kan ß. 16. % fallen fromour Head, Wo unto un that. we have 
fined: That's the Cauſe. of God's withdraw- 
ing and hiding his Face, which introduces Trou- 

ble and Fear, viz. ſome unworthy Demeanour 


. ours towards him: Be caution d therefore 


againſt it. 


_ Secondly, Let's be caution d againſt all Miſ- 


takes about Terms of the Goſpel, which 


Arert from a ſtedfaſt Belief of theNeveſlity-of 


Repentance, Faith, and Obedience to Salvation. 
For tho God himſelf and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
urge theſe upon us, that we may be comfortable 

here and happy hereafter ; yet how is it to be 

. * bewail'd, that many (otherwiſe) worthy and 

good Men (as ſome term em) have entextain'd 
Opinions which lead into very groſs and fatal 
Miſtakes, in theſe very weighty and neceſſary 
things! The Breath of theſe Mens MON, 5 


aint 


4 i * 


ug "ethic Miniſters preſſing — — 00 8 


| md dana, humble, and. mortify'd: : 


an a Matter which we are wholly i 


ners is a pious; Fraud ; and that ſome, Men 
whilſt they live in Adulterys, — Blai 
— 4 Murders, and all manner 

have as much Right to eaven as the 


d and ſettled. Terms of the Goſpel, 
made of no effect. And if it once comes to 
this paſs with us, there is nothing left, that I 
know of, but à mighty Confidence (and — 


with reſpect to our ſelves) for ſuſtaining us 


any us produce Grief and Sadneſs of Spirit, 
as not know 


we mult be happy or miſerable for ever. We 
deprive our ſelves of all Comfort flowing from 
the Promiſes of -God, whilſt we thus light and 
.conteran his Prece 
caution d againſt, as 4 Rock upon which many 
precious Souls ſplitting, have been betray'di into 


, =—_ and Deſtruction; - . 


Thirdly, Be eaution d not to meddle with 
d Tools further than you may and ought; 
they who do, and have not Skill to uſe em, 


— — — 1 mean, the 


Purpoſes and Decrees of God, which are too 
lightly and irreverently handled in this Age, 
and that by ſuch as have but . little Know- 
ledg. This is 2 Master 


"that 2 


ts. Which, I ſay, let us be 


1 


under thoſe ſhaking Occurrences, which atten- 
ing what our State is, and whether 


| for-cbickuding us cherein; where — 

ven us ſuch a deter Senſe of and Li 
em as is neceſſary for us, and by the Reve- 
tation hereof we ought to goverm our 
ad model out Opinions, rather - than by the | 


Have not the Learned intheſe late Ages by 
' their-Diſputations fif'd the World with volu- 
minous Tracts, and render 'd theſe 'D 

| rig plai io r 
More dark and intricate than 
needs; and yet the Controyerſy is brought to 
nolflue? 7 And how de the Illiterate, hy | 


ſpel,. 
ation,” "and the. Neceffity + 
(dcfign'd of God for 
our Comfort) the Rule and Standard by which 
whey judg many * 7 1 God, 
to be Heterodox and ara o 
that their own Opinion 
| Than as agreeable to : Holy 8 
Orthodox and Right, chey are no ways able, 
_ ſatisfy chemſelves, nor give che World 
tio blid Proof, unleſs 4 Man's ſingle e 
3 himſelf be ſufficient. i WY Se . 1 a 
> I Anductoaly dy bur they make theſe 
„ lent and uſeful Doctrines which cautiouſly 1 | 
i tly conſider d, might ſerve to-unite- and 
 ___ - comfort the Hearts of the truly Godly) the 
. * great Incendiary for driving all into Confuon, 
| viding the Church of Cod into Pieces und : 
4 _ Pradtions, - fomenti n 


- 


* 


- 
v 5 
4 
* 
F * 
+ ; 5* 
* : 
— 5 1 S „ 42, 5% 8 5 
# on . , 2 PS 2 I: 25 
> A 83 - 2 23 + EF 4 & : 3 
7 l 8 * 33 2 


TT EW? 


p 


"ol 
- 


* 


. une 8. — all Sin, Ao as not 
do allow our {elvesin i it, as ſome mani 

under high Pretenlio! 

igion; to abhor choſe Poſitions Which — 
dead the Humanity or Divinity of our ' Bleſſed 
Saviour, und the Satisfaction of his — oi 
and whatſbever is -contraty eo Godinebs, is 
well, and what we ou — vehementl 
dut 0 -quarrelwith n Ir 

ther becauſe we — nor f 

Truths which are too dee 
doubtleſs a Fault 5 and may! not —— 


1 


BS 
is 
ul 
S 
w 
K 
pf 
xd. 
. 
of 
or 
ch 


110 — — of the 

Holy — in the Scripture. A Miſtake ari- 

fing in us bro Frailty, only in a Ceremony or 

Circumſtance, he will have no great to, 

nor ever improve to if from a 

m Goodneſs we exerciſe our ſelves - 
Ne Piety —— 3 
int by ; Apoltle, Ying, *Tbe Nis — * 
1 1 „ bur N 52 2 1 


* 
7 


i 


＋ 


We 


AER. 


|- RR. =—_ as 3 Opinion were theonly 
TY 1 5 1 things worthy to 2 reg TOewd 
©  - Jana; — „ Cb . 
ing of Believers) before the Faumd ation of the 
World, ther we ſhould be holy and without blame 
before him in Lewes: To ſay then that Believers, 
=  _ and ſuch as are holy and without blame before 
| dim, are ghe choſen of God, is a good Conclu- 
fon, and mh, tir But ſhould any. ſay, 
. chat Infidels a profane Perſons. are the choſen 
© ST — Godin Chriſt 1 car't-conceive how tis! 
le to Truth, — of Demonſtration 
m the Scriptures; they bell. us, that 


Pil. 4. 3. —— Godly Man whom be has d apt for | 


L * 3 | "himſelf. 5 ST 1 
ig [The Apoſtle Cogn: Thar a Man 77574 by 

- Kom-3. 28/Faith without the Deeds ef the 3 . Aeg may 
ve not conclude ſafely; that a Man is juſtify'd 


. > e. he really believes? On the is: hand, 


WE to fay-thata Man is juſtify'd before he believes, 
A 1 5 or * * Faith i * "Chriſt, is agen 4 
"1% - gainſt Senſe of Scripture, an Righ- 
* Rom.z. 25 teouſneſs of God, who is ſaid to he juſt, and — 

_ the Juſtifir of every ane who believes in \Feſu. 
WE: Tis indeed certain, that if all our. Concluſions 
Ty drawn. from Scripture-Premiſes were natural 
and without force, we ſhould happily arrive 
at Unity, and Chriſtians: would dee 
8 from their undue Diſtances nearer together. 
JJ ſince this is rather to be Seür d than ex- 
3 | let me caution weak Chriſtians to med- 
A n Ale leſs with theſe things; and I believe there 
| are very fe among us, ſtrong or wiſe enough 
EW  roconcernour.ſelues further with. — 

"I 1s than as s before 4 The Reaſon 


pip n= v3. 


ns. 


wa. CF 


Wor: ag; 


* 


n 


— 
— 


2 82 


N * Y * 2. ES 


gar FT 89vÞvav a=” US 


WS TY 3 W wh Sans wy wo 


TY CY hand 3 


: FI OTE Bi 241 YT 
L.,\Atervene, to fr 
ell belicys Gilg 

a $ONIEQUENCE, 18, 

5 Soft 


the. IT 4 his 


| 1598 
I what an ngi 2 e 
hand of Satan, 2 8 Sophiſte Jr 
proves, ſach, Adv Make 6:8 and 
diſconſolate the State . e dear to God; 
Wa when Fears and Deal Ale in their 
epriving em of the ſenſible” Laſts and 


a Feprinu of the Sweetneſs of Divine 


7 ve, and eſpecially "when. under the Rufflings * ** 
ſome, violent Tem ation, they uncomfor- 
tably; conclude themfelves to Hypocrites, 
and now by all means muſt be Mud 
They put all Comfort from em, and. imagine. 
nothing but that ſhortly they muſt. lie down in 
everlaſting Tormeats.. whereto they are de- 
vs: #08 N 5 10 in n Nes N 


449 crefore, dear 
Os 7 5 oF 


>} 255 TY: OS | de wi 2 B 0 be 
WET: My by all. And becauſe Thave been foie 
- det alle in the former Heads, Pl be the 
| | in this. Would you be comforts- 
re, and have Aſſurance of Hope 
Then carefully obſerve the following 


| 

| 

| 

| 
Rales. 
Fife, Maintain ſuch Thoughts of God 2 t 
71e btable to his Nature, the Excellency of 
"His Perfettions, and the Grace of his Works Ml ( 
1 an Ping in the World. The want of this, WM 1 
vor rather unworthy Notions of God; are the « 
3 5 common Cauſe why fo many careleſs People nn © 
1 = >. without Fear, fancying either that ſees il © 
= zem not; or if he dives, that he is pleas d with p 
i 

Y 

Y 

I 

ef 


3 * 


Bo, NF as 3 1 and Abertor 0 oe Sin 
» © while t 0 ng but what in his Eterna 
9 Decree he has derernin d they. ſhould do: like 
| Fi. 50. 21. thoſe to whom the Lord ſpeaks, ſaying, 'The/: 
Things haſt thou done, and I kept Silence '; | thor 
"thou Chee I was altogether ſuch a one as +4 140 

2 Alſo why others more ſenſible and te 
are ſo diſorder d and diſquieted in chemſe 
— | a Fg £ * \ 1 15 A j 


ESE WES FT a5CS, 


buy gel te Be rhe Ha 


the 'uttermoſt Farthing: thus a 
him rigid and ſevere, Ieſtitnte of Mercy 
a Readineſs to forgive, they can have no Delight 


rupt our Peace. 
| \ The Tho ts of God's Juſtice mould indecd 5 : 


7 — * I, OP 


4 under Uno the Been : 1 
Rank of . 293 then 3 mn 
ſuch as God will not or cannot „„ 
The former of 1 © Rejuv bn the -- "a 
without any Re- == 

BETS 48 


Neek of their Laſts, and 
ſtraint do whatever is good in their own Eyes; _— 
while they think that is nothing but Mer- ' 
cy, aud that a Lord bave Mercy a, , is fuf= _ . 
ficient to atone for the J of a whole , = 
Life of Sin. The latter conſider him as righ- , 
teons and juſt to Extremity, that be can't a- 148k 
date any thing, nor make the leaſt Allowance 
in compaſſion to our g but will exact 


in him, but live uncomfortably in the Diſquiet- 
neſs of their Hearts. Whereas right Concep- 


tions' and worthy Notions of God would be a 
8 


Spring of Hope, diſpoſe us to 
$ under all Occurrences, ànd quickly 
work a pious Man into a comfortable „ 
and to rejoice in Aſſurance; for there is not 
any thing in God but what is mightily condu- 
cive He is good and rea Tn wage pf. 86. „ 
plenteous in Mercy to 2 that c 

in Truth: And tho he be righteons in 1 af 12 

8 he is holy (or SY in all his PC145 17 
Works, in ſomuch as that needs not to inter- 


effectually reſtrain us from all Unrighteouſneſs 
of Heart and Life, The Thoughts of his in- 
zuin n * his Glory and Excel. 


| " | 
3 5 N 22 + - 
' 9 1 * 
* 5 1 
> % x * 
* . 85 5 4 
3 * o 
8 * 2 N * 
33 & * n 
' bp ? 
= . _ ks 
+ Y * * * 1 
% r Y i; 0 
1 * r I. * » 
- 4, WIT vr 
8 1 " 2 5 19 
- * b Ss ſe « 2 
K N als, * 
. 3 
n - l 5 
* - 
: 
5 8 
* * w 


*Me 
9 75 


4 x 4 HER | | Fer: 1. bs our Duty to bo Holy 4 be, 115 
* pects not 1255 Fel ee reach 
13 And Perfection 


Vvanc'd abo 1 


22 9 7 Jet 
rec 


, The Des 
10 his Parity a. by thats, ad- 
ee and, in cem peri- 


1 oj Oaftane preſ 2 opal 5 a of Feb 
5 5 s the End of Acne e 
Pecs not that n ter his Cop 
. without Blots, 91155 tas, for they We, ho 
not need his pa ng. vhich, 
magaifyd aboxe; all his. Works, and, which 
- ſpeaks, him to be t incomparable Lord. God 
Hol. £7. 5 who. 1 18 1 5 and „. by the Tranſgri/ 
ien of the Remnant of his, exe Tho he 
* ſee, many ;Blots | 5 0 1 1. Eſcutcheon, add 
* 8 read many iſtakesin the Lines of our Lives, 
bd yet. that needs nat, to make us, uncomfortable 
. before). we are really pious. 6 $700 
' +0 . Right [Thoughts of God, wi make us,joyfu 
Mic. 7. in that he is a God, who, delights in and 


D SD 4c, , 0  —” HH kh = | = 


= OH RW =. er 


LL 1 19 therefore will ſubd our In; 4 tl 
Y 45 2 8 4 * paſſion... y as 227 whi , . 1 | tr 
_ ., forted David: in one of his, droo rooping and di !* 
_ 1» .: ſponding kira bore hin up againſt all. D ar 
_ — . .couragements, wh 55 aw u'd | have: beat 0 0 R 

* Hope under dle e enſe © his. Sinsand.V al 

neſſes, v42+ That tho God was angry; hew i 
1 not retain hi us A ger 3 5 e + 2 not V 
=” let go his Hope and Joy in ime 2h — 5 th 
1 on aaorher Courſe, And: i e * 


B is, 2 ; Su : 
* r * * # v 
ak 2 p RE + 
4 W. | 
* c | 
" y He af 9 4 > 3 
; = 
utter his V 
s "#4 
A * 's , IE. 4 * 


and to his (Saints, who turn not again to Foihy. | _— 
Tho for a ſmall moment he may hide his Fuce, Ia. 54.7, 8. 
yet from his innate Goodneſs he will haue Ader _—_ 
neſs * Thus A ſſurance of f Hope may be gotten, 

and kept lively and ſtrong under all Occurren- 

bleſſed God. 21 Aut 78110 8 I i ti 

| Setondly, Maintaig a ſtrong and lively Falch 

in Chriſt, whereby you not only aſſent to his, 

being the Meſſiah and Son of God, but by re- : 
cumbency of Soul caſt your ſelves on him in tne 
way of your Duty, relying wholly on him fon 
Acceptation with God, and Conſolation of bs 
Heart. This is the great and ſovereign Reme- 

dy which he preſcribes, to arm and fortify his 

Diſciples againſt thoſe Preſſures of Grief and 

Sorrow which might overwheim em upon his 
Departure, and n Jabs alone: But, ſays 5 

he, Let not your Hearts be troubled; ye. believe im John 14. 
Cod, believe alſo! in me. And in the Iſſue of “, 2, 3. 
Mags you ſhall-find no reaſon to be aſbam'd og 
troubled, therefore believe. This will; ſhighd - 


whom — a met both 80 at Fn 


1 43. 24.16 the Lord 7 N 2 
Hold up your Heads, ye troubled ones, deres 


that which anſwers the utmoſt Demands of ti 
God's juſtice. 0 thy uncomfortable 
Notion, of God's being ſo Friday righteous as 
not to make any Abatement in regard of our 
natural Frailtys, which are and will be unavoi- 
dable- whilſt we are in the Body; ſince 's 
: Righteouſneſs in Chriſt, thy Lord and 
end, which thro believing is wholly thine, 
1 thine own thou may ſt plead it 5 

Sod, ho can't deny it, nor thee? 

1 on thy urging him with it, and Ting upon 

nom. 3.26. it; for he is the Fuſtifier of every one that” 2 
III. 32. 17. es in Jeſiu, Fr ects whereof =e Aren 

5 ſoy, and Aſſurance for ever 
as'd in n all 1 be 
and he ful: 


By this the Devil will be nonp 
Pf 45. 5- Actions, his Accuſations anſwi d, 
ly baffled in all his Proceedings. By chis an 
2 or doubting Heart ſhould be rea- 
ſon d into a better Temper, becauſe [Juſtice 
muſt be ſatisfy'd with it, as not being able to 
- ſhew the leaſt Flaw in the Righteouſneſs of 
» Cor. 1. Chriſt, which of God is transfer'd and made 
30. over to the believing Soul. 
Throw down the Gantlet then, bid all Doubt. 
ings be gone, and by a lively Faith in Chriſt 
| triumph over em, making with St. Paul that 
kom. 2. defying Challen e, Who ſhall lay any thing t 
3323+ the he e of God's Elett? (that is, Believers in 
A _ Ohriſth el who Jof un is he that 
condemns ? Tis Chriſt „ Yeu rather "who 15 
riſen again, and is at 2 right Hund of God, mak- 
33 2 Interceſſion _ uw. And * WIRES: ny 


- K 8 . 5 : I I 
4 * 1 Wd I pa 
Linh 3 „ 38 ' * 
3 * er TL 
x 4 WAX | : * n 5 
8 1 — 1 FPS) * 
. C 1 * . 
FE = 1 


Rr 


5 2 n ad — 1 


322 


„ 
el 


D 


* 


2 7 a 
* * 
* . 
8 * 
. BY 
= 7 
q * Y 
* * * 
8 be: N 
„ WES 
0 7 * 
, | | 
x h 
— i; 
+> 


* 


4 * 
2 4 
* pf 
1 3 
3 ö 
- * ” 
CY =- - 
X25 "7 Ya 
2 er 
2 4 e 
2 2 1 
el af 2 — 3 . ts 
ib et wan 
* n 1 * 0 


fir tha 
not fo _ 


robes i Bellen 


Adve 
— bis L 
The mare firm 


Cable will be our Aſſurance. %%%%²˙ | ns 
Third vo. At we would. preſerve. 1 1 

ſtrong and 

maintain 3 


eren. ** muſt be 01 8 '_. _ 

ſiveneſs, kee a Ing a 5 ny i _- , 

void of Offence towards God and Men. Lets ! 
not imagine that after we are in W rt r 
Faith, we. may fet our foot, and tram ple 3 1 
him at what rate we pleaſe, or ſin to * =, __ 
cr 5 iy 


degree our Luſts can incline us. A 
Doctor indeed once ſaid (but I think hi 
remely»giſtaken in his Qginion 6) 00 

once a + Jets footing 


ak- ing and. Piety, 
irm % \ hab by Faigh, 


and 4 


1 2 iu bis in. This 
n tas they wit ho knew him) and why 
ould any expe ery his: Opinion, 
I he Anſel ſalpe n 
vi | of , 1098 wat Xa Is WR , gal ot Ze 


Had his Didier) bein chose 


= "But" 

. PE the gontrary to be. both the Ge 
* Frachice of another inc parablyn more worthy 
"_ to be ctedited 7 — and that's St. 
1 Pau, Who in conſideration 1 7 ttie 

Ov from the ad, Was rats Kh 
Acts 24. than tO Het 2 Conference voii o ee. 
3, 14 towards Gog® and Ment And indeed *Without 
Kn Hob byl hat Rule we can ſafely 
1 dg that we have gur Foof! on him, or” any In- 
Ti reit th Him; ſiiſee Chriſt; 2 — gave himſelf 
| fer us, died to redeem 220 om "all". Iniquity, and 


* ; f 8650 puri ut haniſelf''# # Gectiliar People "Zealou 
ER 4 ood Works. | And the neceſſity of theſe things 
} JF wills *F tus (and in himall Goſpel-Miniſters) 


Ti 3 2. to preſs with all Earneſtneſs on his and their 


_ Au itors. EI 97% ON TING 360) comment: 

4 | My Brethren, Conſcience in Man is God's 
_— :. Vicegetent, and acts for him. Tis of a diſ- 
* ceraing Property; the ſlyeſt Wickedneſs can't 


its Cognizance Faris clothb'd with Au- 

ö 4 choriry ſupertor-t6/that of the greateſt Mo- 
1 narchs and the moft cutting C Cenfures ef Men 
are; iofinitely- more- "rolerable than- the 'Frowns 
and L#ſhes'of our own Conſcience.” It Work 


| 95 and Office js that of: Witneſs; and its Teſti- 
3 momy is for or againſt us; and wenld we in 
3 Joey thing we do A e, Ctwould ef- 


F 27 Hr. 1 „ EF a 7 
5 2 * ; 3 S <P * 3 4 p » . C - 5 
i 2 ¹ 1 . * 1 Ein N . wo 4 25 Fl hs; 4 
4 ph. 7 ” wg * 5 . 
= 4 1 


IM bo 
Thich bel 


ET 
8 4 10 om 136 * - ty 8 * rig 


LE 85 — agnes, . 1 condemn 10 


#6 te then: ( (what's.1 
and —.— we F tawards God ods 
1 te — not ma Steps ho or! X 
# 'Tis A of Fear — Perplexity, : 


„ 


and Dolour, of Wopnds and hor- 

Expegation, wherein we have. in to. _ 

us, for 4 mounded . by ce bo bear I Po su. 
This k the eh gg e State of all others. 5 ix. Fl 
deſt Acciden + 


Under the ſa t Which can befal 
us, we can't fink ſo low but pple Conkie mr | 
will ſuſtain and comfart us; for the e * 
Man will ſuſt ain bis Infirmitys, as Wiſdom, falls 
us. A good Conſcience is like | Marrow, to 


N 


Bones, it clothes the Countenance ith. Chear. ch. 5; ll 


fulneſs. But you may ſay, Who are more. jo- 

cund and merry than thoſe who. e Ronn 
in Sin? . I anſwer, ?Lis- poſſible that, Sin, and 
Cuſtom in ir, may iay che Gopſcience, aſleep, | 
or n lie wy ons: Conſe, 9 ; 5 5 2 
Oo. * 


LD g 
1 r N 
x. 3 * » 
+ * * 
F - a 5 
. Thy. F 5 : 81 
fy 8 7 


= Prov. rs. " ith Forms N . — 8 contin 
3 Feaſt, which is no leſs thay Aſſurance of H 
= _ Fourthly,” Religiouſly attend your God is 
1 his Ordinances, as you get and 7 
1 ſurance. The Path of his Ayia: 8 
1 Way of Life, in which Ar will 
=”. wo | frrengthen'd more 
bo "Titled tn the er of 4 


31. f 
=_ ts 71 fret mount up ag | 
_ fan. ef —— 


of the 
3 of God is to Krongthen u us for Du- 


3. 


RR E 


| leber to the hep © 7 
3 4 r. Fats Ted hs 7 Th, 
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Ordinances, as to afford his Children 2 ne- 

| ceſfary for their Comfort. in his Church, 
. „e is his Houſe, he gives bis People the 
+ _ —_— manifeſts himſelf to, and beſtows his 
= _ Bleffing upon em. Here he inſtructs and 
1 points to em the way in which they ſhould 
welk: andof all other ways the Ways of God 
_ NE gs oth” ome id; "- 
= They are of -own appointing, the 
King's High-Road, a plain a fe Path, 
E the Saints before us have walk d; and 
lead directly to that Heavenly Country, to- 
Wards which Wo Pilgrimas, _ Pious Souls, arc 
travel] ing. 
Ws + -! 2. They are p aſant Ways. *Tis only. the 
”  . carnal Heart that thinks em troubleſom, but 
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*3- Theſe Ways cnt dom thoſe 
Dangers: which are common to others, being 
furniſ'd and well-for'd with infallible Guides , 7 
ſach . God in his Word, Chrift in his Ex- 
— — e, the Spirit in its Inſpiration and 15 
Influences ; and ſubordinate to . 
luft and | watchful Miniſters : i that we 4 
can never be at a Loſs hy any Meander or Turn- 22; _ 
ing, but one or another readily points, and 1 
fays,. This is the Way, walk in it. And as here 20 
are faithful Guic ſo alſo: powerful Guards . * 
to protect from the Danger of Thieves and 
who would plander us of the _— and 1 
invaluai wels (our immortal Souls) which 
are a Charge we conſtantly carry about with us. 1 
That holy Perſons walking in God's Way 
may be ſafe, they have a more honourable and 9 2 56 
powerful Guard than the moſt glorious Mo- . 
— in ny — 2 for God will give his An- pf. i” 
'em in all bis Ways. ' er, 1 
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ty in his Ways . 
4. There is the beſt Accommadedion,: En- 
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very deſtrable things to à Man in a Journy. | 0 BY 
Would he have a good Inn to lie in at Night? _ 7 
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Gold the Covetous Man's, ſinful Pleaſure — 

2. Recraations the \Volaptuous Man- 8 Reſt. and 
* Eaſc the Slothfal Man's; but theſe things cauſe 
Sorrow and Wounds, and all periſh in the u- 
ſing of em. Much better was Iſrael's Enter- 
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ven upon em, and gave em Water out of the 
| Rocks yet for all that they died, ,anflynany 
'em/iperiſh'd in the, Wilderneſs. 
ad and Water of i Life, which. we may eat 
and drink, and never die, God; has, furniſh'd 
his Ordinances with abundant Proviſions, 
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tion and Contentment, even what's. dura- 
bleand-laſting. -- The Streams follow us con- 
tinually, even the Streams of that River which 


And for Company, therg is none like that 
which pious Souls enjoy in the Ways of God. 
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bleſſed Angels in Heaven are not good e- 
nougb, they ſhall have better Company than 
tthis to walk and talk with em, God the Fa- 

ther will be with em, to ſhew em his Glory, 
0 t 'em with bis Hand, to comfort em 
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= e p up Prayer to God: 
A Bert pes over your ſelyes':, Be 
in reading and hearing God's bly Words and 
. religiouſly attend him In al * NN and 
| eſpecially that of the Lord's Supper. 
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_ Crate and G Glory, and withbolds "no no good _ 
f Fem em. Oh no, his Heart is with em, 
. 2. 7. Eyes are upon em, his Word does em good, 
and his Ways ſhall yield Strength and Settled- 
an. neſs of Soul unto em: for as the Righteous ſhal 
2 ee fo be who has c lean Hands 
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Ne. 2-7. from Danger, as he is their Shield and Buckler, 
er. and a full and never-failing Supply to em: 
=”. Yea, he will exalt the Upright, and cauſe em 
= 1 16. to * þ ; high in Faith, high in Love, 


1 high in Aſſürance: Their Place of Defence Jhall 
if q = be the, Ae; of Rocks, their Bread ſhall be gi- 
= br em, and their Waters ſhall be ſure. Here 
= hall. have e Hearrgladdin and Soul- re- 


oF Frekin Views of their God ; and from hence (as 
| ver. 13, . om Piſgah) they ſhall behold rhe King in 
4180,17. bis Glory, and fe the Land which is che Lot of 
=. their Inheritance. 
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mands? 3. Canſt thou chearfully deny thy ſelf, 1 
rather than thy God or Duty ſhould be neglec- =_ | 
ted 25 Art thou really in private what thou 1 
woul ſeem to be in publi Y Art thou Re- x 
ligious without Noiſe ? an Aﬀeter of the Life _ 
of Godlineſs more than of the Form of it? - 3M 
5. Art. thou juſt in all thy Dealings, plain and <> 
open without Deceit and Colluſion, doing to 
all as thou wouldſt they ſhould do to thee ? 
6. Art thou reſign'd to his Providential Will, "= 
gi- ſubmiſſive to his _— Pleaſure, willing to 1 
ere be Rich or Poor, Proſperous or Adverſe, fo "© Mi 
re- that God may be glorify'd, and Holineſs fun. 
(as ther'd in thy Soul? If thou canſt anſwer in the 2 
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= - Dofrin, Stat ATi 0 EppdN* is and” Clory i is 
a2 gleſſing propos'd to excite Chriſtians to — 8 
=” Chinn So that it's, out of all 1 that 


1 The I Motive gk fro the Nh of 
| Hope we have already diſpatch'd, and ſpoken 
fully to. I now paſs to N viz. - Dili 


=  gcpce under the 0 
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1 ject of our — Sen hp 
4 But before I ood, I ſhall premiſe this by 
and-Guard agai 
—_ andue Cenſures of any who take Tradi- 
tion for Truth, and are prejudic'd againſt the 
cr Matter and Form of the ofition e er I know 
W there are ſome, and not a few, -who zealouſly 
nl this kind of Doctrine (hut They 1 

themſelyes) inſinuating that it su 

be Rome, ſavours of Merit in the S oP; and 
© makes way for boaſting 3'as if our Induſtry 3 in 
Chriſtianity could and would give us a certain 
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and infallible Right to the invaluable Bleſſing 1 

of Aſſurance: here, and Glory hereafter. ; 

Now what: the Romþh Crewaſſert cg erning To 

Merit we heartily explode, and are no more iu 

be accountable for it, than thoſe who unadviſed- 1 
 -ly and out of mere reſpect to Opinion may be- 1 

come our Judges ; but yet; ſay, that Chriſtian dil 

Diligence is not a vain and fruitleſs thing, but . 

=. every way profitable and beneficial, tho not of p 
= Lit. 3.8. oo but. of Grace. * Man is under à f g 
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we, N 90 l little (as we have reaſon to con- 
om our Inconſtancy in Diligence) ac- 

knowledg to the Divine Glory. 

unprofitable. 


that we are 


in Chriſt towards us, in taking us into the re- 
lation of Seryants, appointing us Work to do, 
"oj us to do it with our greateſt Dili- 

1 propoſing for the Encourage- 
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ents of his Will to give ſo high 
roportionable a Reward tothe Work 
75 . ſinoerely diligent. Servants, let 
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Chriſtian Diligence is not a vain and fruitleſs 
thing, but ſhall be bleſsd with Aſſurance of 
7 bere, 


e Method which I propound, and ſhall 
proſecute,” to prevail with-you-and my felf to 
99 in Chriſtian Diligence, and ſo anſwer 


1 Text, is this: 1855 
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Diligence is, and wherein it conſiſts, that we 
may not be in the ark about it. 
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. . Fourthly, We'll condlude wich ſome Argu- 

ments, to engage every one of us more con- 
7 ſtantly to the Practice of chis WT Dili- 
a gence. 


e ie with Bewing w wins this Chriſti 
| Diligence is, and wherein it conſiſts, that we 
may not be in the dark about it. In general, 
- Chriſtian Diligence is the ſpeedy Application 
and engaging of our ſelves to our Work and 
Duty, | according to the Will of God, with 


Un erſtanding, Affection, fervently and reſo- 


lutely, for the obtaining ſomewhat” propos'd 


But more particularly, this Dili ence conſiſts 
Its or is f ip e of, theſe ſix things. 
1. It implies Knowled g and Underſtanding. 


Man to make any conſiderable Progreſs in what- 

_ ever Science he pretends to. Two things a 
-Chriſtian Man muſt have Underſtanding in, 
and the Knowledg of, in order to bis ding 
dil ent.. 

(.) He muſt I) hls work and Duty, or 
elſe with what Aukwardneſs and UnsKkilfulneſs 


does he go about it! like a Boy ignorant of 


the Myſtery of his Maſter's Buſineſs, who 
knows not where to begin, nor how to pro- 
ceed, and what he does many times is only fit 
to be undone ; and ſo by his Diligence he does 
more hurt than good. Eyen ſo the more buſy 
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jon Ml ſhipand ſuperſtitious Adorations were accepted, 1 4 
ind BN whilſt directed to an Unkrown God. Where- Add. 17.23 bi. 


us. thing which he propounds to himſelf as the 

ſiſts End of his Diligence; for as the thing appears 
excellent in it ſelf, or neceſſary to us, we u- 

ing. ſually employ our Diligence in the obtaining it. 

r 2 WA Man will never be ſollicitous for that which 

iat- either has no Excellency in it, or of whoſe 

Excellency he has no Knowledg. . The Woman 

of Samaria, not knowing the Gift of God, ſought Job. 4.10. 1 

not for living Water; which, if ſhe had, Chriſt = 

would have given it to her. Tho a thing be £5} 

made up all of Delights, as Heaven and Glo- — 2 

y, and the Aſſurance thereof are, yet Igno- - 

rance of its Excellency is inconſiſtent with our _ 8 

Diligence in labouring for the Enjoyment of it. 
2. Chriſtian Diligence implies Haſte and 

Speed in Work and Duty. To demur and 

liter in our Buſineſs, is not to be diligent ; ; 1 

but, ſays David, I made haſte, and delay d not to PI. 119.50 += 

55 thy Commandments. He who dares to put —_ 

ol his Work, which he has now Power and «» 

> + M3 ' AAS e _—_ 


* 
at 
8 
= 


a4 ” 
N RE i * 1 Sus 
Wok a : be ER 3 
1 
— * CEE III — r 
- Aw . er". - ra... * 2 ——— 
4 « Y ow , wy Eo: . AY E —— 
— * 


EY 


1 


oF 
* | n 

mw E I . Whit, 

& 2 : wa, 

"38 2 ; 8 * 425 

A 8 - I 1 

: 5 6 ; ? $ "» 1 

2 8 F Wy : 4 ; 1 + 48 I * Il l 

. — 1 2 * z, . *_—y 


* o 8 5 
4 1 
n . , 
RJ 3248 2 * * 
3 * 
2 5 2 
. 3 * OY 
. - . 1 * 
* 1 » : i PRES y 
EPI . 8 Sed | a 


4 24 8 
i 5 us wa i: 5 
# 8 FT 
* 3 : 
* 
k 


Wet. 1 is a beld, . att a. 
If gent Servant. Jeruſalem. over whom, Chriſt 
. K 1942 wept, is miſerable for ever, for not 
the things of her Peace in the day of her Peace. 
Shall we run the like riſque, and yet acco 
o0iur ſelves diligent, whilſt we neglect to enter 
4 upon the Work of our Duty? ſince the Holy 
s # - Job 22-21 Ghoſt ſays, Acquaint NOW thy ſelf* with him, 
- Heb-3-748 and be at. peace. To, Day, if ye wil beg hif Voice, 
bhbeuerden not your "Hearts. And again; Bebold, 
* Cora. a. NOW is the accepted time, NON i 'the day of 


&* —- . Salvation. Diligence is a ſwift putting in exc- 
£ : +  __ eution our utmoſt Endeavours to get the M 


+064 which yet lies on our hands undone, 
3. Chriſtian Diligence implies Aebi, We 
are not apt to ſeek things which. wd have no 
love to. A Knowledg of the Excellency. of 
Glory, and the Aſſurance of it, inflames the 
Soul with Love to it. And it's the Nature of 
| Love to ſeek its Object, and that unweariedly ; 
Carr.3-1,2 as the Spouſe in queſt of her Beloved: By night 
12 on my Bed (ſays he) I ſought him whom my Soul Fa 


loves, but I found him not. Tis no wonder that de 

E227”, - Chriſt is not found by us, when we ſeek him on MW G1 

ws dur Beds between Sleep and Waking, with fa 

a ſlombring Aﬀections, without Earneſtnefs. So, 5 
we many Profeſſors in our day ſeek Chriſt and Sal- 
af vation, who will never find one or the other WM y 


without more Love and Painfulneſs. And that's I ne 
the Courſe which the Spouſe now reſolves upon: I ſu 
ver. 4. I will ſhake off my Sloth, awake my Affections, i At 
and gothro the Streets and broad Ways of the W 80 
Qity. She made Enquiry, and anon you hear I no 

of her finding him whom her Soul loves. Where er 

there is but a cold Affection to a thing, there F! 

1 will never be much Labour and False in I 
= = fac 3 of it, 8 fee 
1 | * ; Hg he} „ R718 to Chriſta ; 


| ent and 
fervent Deſire Whatever the Sôul apprehendss 
as excellent in it ſelf, and loves as neceſſary, it : 

goes out with Strength. of Deſire” after it: like oY 
che Merchant who values the Treaſures of tlie 

| ladies, and deſires em; and Deſire puts him on Bs 
the uſe" of all Endeavours Proper to compaſs 

'em: or rather like David, who from his Love 

to Sod vehemently deſires him; and this De- 

ſire engages him in the moſt eager Purſuit of 

him which he was capable of, as appears by his 

Alluſion to the hunted Hart, which with all 

her Powers ſtrains or preſſes towards, and pants | 
after the Water- Brooks: So, fays he, pants my PI. 42. 1, 2. 

Soul after ther, O God. 


| ti 5 Diliganer innen 
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o J. Chriſtian Diligence implies firm Purpoſe 
f Reſolution. Whatever we eſteem moſt ex- 
ie Wy cellent, love as fuch, deſire as ſuch, ſets the 
of W Will to work, 5. e. a reſolving to face Dangers, 


encounter Difficultys, and to break thro all 
Oppoſitions: in the way, whatever it coſts. 
Faint Reſolutions will produce but faint En- 

at deavours; but a Soul reſolv'd for Heaven and 

20 M8 Glory; will uſe all Diligence to makeꝰ em ſure, 

th faying of em as David ſaid of his God, My-Pra. 63.8. 
o, Soul follows hard after thee. 

- Laſtly, Chriſtian Diligence implies Conſtan- 
er cy of Endeavour in the Uſe of all good Means 
t's Wl neceſſary to obtain thoſe things we are in pur- 
n: ſuit of, particularly the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. 
ns, WM And while a Chriſtian has his eye upon it, he' 
he MW goes not back, he turns not aſide, he ſtands” 


ar not ſtill: nor does he go forward like a Snail, a 
ere or as he can with Eaſe and Convenience to the 

re Fleſh; but with holy Paul he preſſes forwards.” - 
inf Tho Paul had made ſuch a 2 towards Per- 

£4 — that but few, if any, could compare 

ian M 4 1 N . 
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ot. "poſſible for him in the Uſe of Diligence; and 
= While he is ſhort of it, he tells us what his 
| Thil. 3. 13, Practice is, i. e. Forgetting thoſe things which are 
* behind, I reach forwards to thoſe which are before, 
5 preſſing towards the Mark for the Prize of the high 
Lalling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Thus I have 
ſhewn you what. Chriſtian Diligence is, and 
"  whereinit conſiſts. I now paſs in tage 


1 Second place, to ſhew that tis not a vain and 
a unprofitable thing, but ſhall be- bleſs'd with 
Aſurance of Glory here, and the Fruition of 
18 _ _ _ .. Glory hereafter. For this Service we might 
1 _ preſs a whole Cloud of Witneſſes, who from 
= PhNoſophy and mere Light of Nature recom- 
= mend to Man the Practice of Diligence, as that 
= which he's every way capable of, as the only 
means by which he can attain the perfection of 
Nature, as that which is moſt commendable in 
him and beneficial to him; demonſtrating alſo 
that the greater the Reward is which is pro- 
pos d, the more brutiſh and inexcuſable is Man 

in the negle& of Diligence to obtain it. 


*, 


Of theſe take a few Inſtances, which 1 find 
reported thus. Cicero, that fam'd and much- 
celebrated Philoſopher, deſigning to teach Men 
the Love of Induſtry, as moſt agreeable to our 
Nature, ſays, Men are born to Good Works, 

e of which our Soul may ſerve for an invin- 
* cible Proof; ſeeing tis never ſtill, but in 
« continual Motion. Among the obſcure Pre- 
cepts which Pythageras gave his Diſciples, this 
was one: © Take heed that thou fit not upon 


and Sloth was in an eſpecial manner to be i 
4 * 1 ene 9 : | 5 * : ew : 


. | <« a Buſhel; intimating thereby, that Idlenels 
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<«. plac'd Sweat before Virtue, and Diligence is 
< the way that leads to her. And Seneca ſays, | 
« There is nothing whereto continual Labour 
„will not attain; and thro Care and Vigilance 
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« Men come to the end of moſt difficult Mat- 


t ters. And Cicero, in his Book of Laws, 


„ png of the Edicts of the Romans, relates 
this 


as one; That no Raman ſhould go thro 
<< the Streets of the City, unleſs he carry'd a- 
« bout him the Badge of that Trade whereby 
« he liv'd. To theſe' many more might be 


added; but that Authoritys of this kind are 
not ikely to make any conſiderable Impreſſions 


on the Minds of Chriſtians, and are too weak 


to enforce the Practice of Diligence in Virtue 


upon *em. 


I therefore proceed to ſome Proof out of : 
God's Word, evincing beyond contradiction 


that Religious Diligence is not uſeleſs, but very 


ſerviceable to our preſent Comfort and future 


Happineſs. Vea, tis certainly the main, if 
not che only Deſign which God would propa- 


gate by Religion and Chriſtianity in the World, | 
having determin'd our Diligence in Virtue to 
be the alone way by which we muſt attain to 


Aſſurance here and Happineſs hereafter. Where- 
fore he indiſpenſably requires it at our hands: 


Thou haſt, ſays the Royal Prophet, commanded Pf. 1 


% to keep thy Precepts diligently. And that tis 
not a fruitleſs thing ſo to do, the Wiſe Man 


aſſures us, ſaying, IF thou crieſt after Knowledg, Prov. 2. 3 
and liſteſt up thy Voice for Underſtanding; if 4, 5+ | 


thou ſeekeſt her as Silver, and ſearcheſt for her as 
for bid Treaſure (all which Expreſſions imply 
Diligence) the Succeſs follows : Then ſhalt thou 
underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find the 
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Sor here with the Aſſurahes of his es, 


and f tisfy thee with his Glory for ever! 
In ence of aa St. Paul: erhorts thus : 
I1cor. 16. Bo" of the unmovable, always « in the 
. Work's the Lord; for aſmiuch as ye know: that your 


oa”; - Labour is mat in vain in the Lord. As if he had 
= = —  faid, O ye Cormebians, ye have full and un- 
= * doubted Proof from your'own Experience and 


2 Pet. 1.5, give all Diligence to add to Faith Virtue, Nuom- 
, 8. ledg, Temperance, Patience, Godlineſi, Brotherly 
Kinaneſs, and Charity : Affuring us, that if we 
grow and abound in theſe things, we ſball nei- 


1 5 


Lord Jeſus . Chriſt. Chriſt will come co ſuch, 


% 


Joh. 14. male bis abode with em, according to his own 
21, 23. Promiſe. And his abiding with diligent Chriſ- 


85 tifaully furniſn their Hearts with Aſſurance or 
= Confidence towards God. 

The higheſt Pretenſions of Love and Loyalty. 
to him, while we negle& pos. to do his 
Will, can no way avail us in the Judgment of 

Mat. . 21, our Bleſſed Saviour: Nor every one who ' ſays 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; but he: who does the Will of my Father that is 
in Headen. No People can be under ſo en- 
e Circumſtances toward God, but Neg- 
lect of Diligence in his Service will diſſolve all 
_ his e gation of Kindneſs, force him to take 
5 away 
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100 t the Promiſe of God, that Pains and Induſtry 
3 sin the Service of your Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
ES. not in vain and anprofitable; St. Peter like- 
wiſe preſſes the. Saints to Diligence; yea, to 


ther be barren nor unfruitful in the Kriowledg of our. 


and manifeſt himſelf to em in the Communi- 
cations" of his Love and Grace: Vea, hell 


tians will yield 'em ſuch Fruit, as ſhall plen- 


e 6E jug a S node md and Anne Phe. =» 
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pea; Sure bee bir * 
People common, and with others open 
judgments, and at laſt to 
Silver, 228 he'll have no reſpect ur value fbr. 
Thus: we have ſhew 
Virtue is ſo far from being a vain and fruitleſs 
thing, that tis neceſfary; and now: come to 


our attaĩning the great Bleſſings of Aſſuranoe 

here, and Happineſs hereafter. _ | 
For proof of this, pray. conſider what leg 

can be the Intendment of the Holy Ghoſt, in 


they following and ſuch-like Expreſſions, which 
arè upon record almoſt in every: Leaf — tue 


won Volume. For: inſtance; Foſhus- ide 
t Hom long axe ye ſlack-to go and the 
Land, which 9 — God of 3 REG a 
given you? Here obſerve, that the Lord had 
given dem the Land, yet they have not the poſ- 
ein of it; and the reaſon is plain, becauſe 
they are ſlack, they uſe no Diligence to enter 
in and poſſeſs the ſame. And as Sloth had hi- 
therto hinder*d” their Entrance, ſo without In- 


duſtry ĩt might hinder em for ever, as well as 
it did their Fathers, who periſtfd in the Wil- 
derneſs, tho God had alſo given them the Land 


by Promiſe. But for their Sloth and Rebel 


lions, God made em know his Breach o 1 8 
the 


or the altering of his Purpoſe, as the Ma 
reads it. So that tho the Purpoſe of God 
clar'd by Promiſe to a People, be the beſt 
Ground they can build Aſſurance upon; yet if 
we ceaſe to be a diligent obedient People, and 


ſuch as the Promiſe is made to, we may periſh: 


as they did, and that without the leaſt Injury 
richer © to his Faiefulneſs or Goodneſs. ods 
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you, that Diligence in 


ſhew to what purpoſes: 'tis:requiſite, viz, 


Joſ. * 


rejett em as Reprobaze Jen 6. 30. 


14. 


Woot AA,, 
} | Mat ag · * 0 the = i ſe ſerves the Parable 3! 4 : 
. CO the Talents; where our bleſſed” Lord is in- i 
TP 2 his Servants with his Treaſure. Two 'Y 
| | _—_— em improy'd their Lord's my by Dili- \ 
i | gence in trading therewith : He, at his coming l 
|. to reckon with em, own'd, commended, and 4 
i rewarded their Induſtry, with a Mell. dene, good { 
Y and faithful Servant, enter into the Joy of your 


Lord. But a third Servant comes, Who had 
us d no Diligence to improve the Talent com- 
mitted to his Truſt, only he ſecur'd it by dig- 
dine gin the Earth, and hiding his Lord's Trea- 
ure. And tho this alſo was Chriſt's own Ser- 
vant, yet his Lord paſſes a quite different udg- 
ment and Sentence on bim for his Sloth and 
Dnprofitableneſs, ſaying, Bind bim hand and 
Pot, andeaſt him into outer Darkneſs. ' Had he 
us d the like Diligence, what had hinder'd his 
being as happy as the others? His Miſery is 
Wubolly owing to himſelf. Lwas the Fruit of 
his Negligence, the Effect of his Sloth. And 
— 7 Men fancy, if unprofitable, they'll 
* 2-2 that Chriſtian Diligence is the only 
way to Aſſurance and Glory, our Lord further 
 - Intimates in likening Heaven to a Town or 
Nat. 11. Caſtle beſieg'd in a time of War: The Kingdom 
#2 . of Heaven ſuffers Violence. It holds out long, 
. and ſuffers one Storm after another; yet for 
the Comfort of induſtrious Chriſtians, it may 
be taken. But then to quicken our Diligence, 
he tells us, The Violent take it by force. It may 
coſt us many — and Tears, much Toil 
and Labour; yea, fighting and bleeding too. 
II Is no eaſy thing to ſtorm a Caſtle; but what 
io diſheartening Difficultys ſoever lic in the way, 
tis certain the Chriſtiag who flags not 6 * 
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ey ente Dig, 7 


"Ss and Diligence, will from hig Paſa 
in the face of ers, till he obtains woes 
and a Surrender of the Kingdom. The Val we 
| tale it by orte. "SF 
"How f nificant 2 that Anfwer, which! © ir 
Lord rates to a v ghty Queſtion; 
there few that ſhall be e His Reply tend 
to ſecure. their being ſome of that numbef 
Strive to enter in at 125 rait Gate; for mo 1 
ſay to you, will ſeek to enter in, an 
| le. Here he 5 tells us who ſhall, a 2 * 
who ſhall not enter. The ſleepy Prayers, i 
Wiſhes, and faint Endeavours of formal : o 
ſlothful Profeſſors, will never enable em to e 


tex; but the rar, and ſtriving Chriſt 4 1 . 
ſhall, or elſe he anſwers not to the purpoſe; , 


which none can ſuſpect, or entertain uch a 
Thought concerning him, TENN being val 
in the higheſt degree. _ | 

And What can be more rtinent for this 
Service than St. Peter's Teſtimony, who re- 
commends to the Saints, above and before all 
other things, the Uſe, of Chriſtian Diligence 
as that by which they ſhall moſt certainly come 
to Aſſurance here and Glory hereafter? Give, 


ſays he, all Diligence to make your Calling and E- 2 Pet. r. 


lettion ſure ; for ſo. an Entrance ſhall be miniſter d 10, 11. 


ly to yon into the everlaſting Kingdom 
our N N Feſus Chriſt. * l 8 * 5 


. God promis d his People © Tract no leſs than 
this, upon their a applying th emſelves with Dili- 
| pour to Duty, after he had expoſtulated with 
em, to convince em of their Folly in exerci- 


8 > Ang) indalicy ry on other 75 more than on 
$ Service: pend ye your Mony Iſa. 12. 
for that which is not po ly" 2 Labour for a 
that which 3 nor? Thea he adds, je in- 
111 8 oe 


| 2 3 
* 


1 9 vgs . 7 N . 
ggg unnd the knowleds of want Wound 
be maſt beneficial to em; Hale, 45 — 5 to 
2 and tat ye that which it good, and Jet you 
Sul delight it ſelf. e ur Har 


| God makes this Promiſe, loit 
8 of his MT th will not 8 yt 


Good of che lie Fw © 


| s de Sund by By rien 
Tow, as the Lord expreſſes it with'a Bs 5 
| hallt hearketfd to my Commandments ! 
OF thy Peace been 4 4 River, and thy Righ- 
ese * the Waves of the Sea. Thy Seed - 4 
bad been as the Send, bis Name ſhould” not bave been 
bur off, nor deſtroy d from before me. You tc 
what's. like to, the iſſue of a negligent Courſe 
in Religion and Godlineſs. Wherefore our A- 
oſtle cautions Chriſtians to take heed of ſtri- 
on theſe. Rocks which have ſplit, others, 
| Heb, 4+ Is ſaying, Lee us fear, os 4 Fromiſt being left us 
F entring into his Reſt, any of us ſeem. te come 
of it; and de 7 every one us, in 'o our 
Text, t ſbew the ſame Diligence (as ever). to the 
' Aſſurance of Hope to the End. AW the we 
| be not © flothful, but Followers. of th em who t 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes... 3 
No from this abundant Evidence we Lately 
conclude, that Chriſtian Diligence is not a 05 
and fruitleſs thing; but ſhall be bleſs 
Aſſurance here, and Glory hereafter. And 5 
an poſſibly ſo much as ſuppoſe the contrary, 
Who will but give Kyi leave PU to 


conſider theſe three Lk „ ee 
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te . Whether 


nme 7 8 


an 
in 
us 
of 
Dy 
me 


in concluding 7 5 the ſtated [and deter- 
2 I: Senſe and Mind of God in his Word, 
which abundantly! ſpeaks forth *the Truth e 
what we have concluded. 
2 Thar the God be 4 plenteons in Grack, 
as thro the Merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
ea Reward abundantly above the Work of 
is moſt laborious Servants ; whether tis not | 
4 for his Honour, according to his own RY 
Righteouſneſs, and the Equity of bis Proceed. 
gs, to make it the Wages only of ſuch as a1 | 
diligent, and ſo diſtinguiſh ' beseelt the 
cious and the vile? ſince making a rene in in 
r of Retribation, hell /eparare the Mar. 25. 
Sheep from the Goats, and thoſe who' ſerve him 32, 37. 
#8 thoſe" who haue ſerv'd him not; and eſpe- Mal-3-18. 
Hace he is declar'd to be 4 Rewarder F Heb. 21.6. 
the who diligently ſeek him. 
3. Whether, upon Reflection on our ſelves | 
a e our Hearts have not many a time 
ſmitten us, and our Conſciences teſtify'd againſt 
us ; ſo that we have ſtood ſelf-condemn'd, full 
of Horrour and Fear, not only for Neglect of 
Duty, but for light and p Perfor- 
mance thereof. S0 it has been with my ſelf; 
and if it has been ſo with others, e Proof | 
is ſufficient. 1 paſo: to the os | 


Third eblag propos 5 lle 1s, to ſhew. | 
what thoſe things are, about which Chriſtian 
Diligence is to be employ'd, that we may know 
when wWe are in the practice of it; and they 5 
are only ſuch as are law fal, laudable, and ne- 
ceſſary to the Glory of God, the Benefit of o- 
thers, and our own Weal : all which we'll re- 
* to two genera? Heads, . 

1. The 


| i 2 F . 7 9 
3 Tho e which . us s Cari ian 
Hens ; 2g under a more general Conſideration. 
3 Ĩhe former comprehend - thoſe recipro« 
. Dutys which Men owe to each other in a Fa- 
” wmily-Relation; which, as God by his wiſe 
3 Providence has order d things, oonfiſts of diſ- 
©  _tin& and different Conditions, as Superiour and 
Alaferiour, Bond and Free. Now this difference 
in State exempts none from the Obligation of 
Duty, but calls upon every one to expreſs the 
1 Reſpect which they owe in that Relation, and 
not to be unjuſt nor injurious to one another. 
And (to begin with them) let Husbands ſee 
Aailügently to their Dutys towards their Wives, 
which are divers. The firſt is Love. Love is 
the very Soul and Spirit, Life and Comfort of 
this Relation ; and that their Love may be 
ſuch for kind and degree as it ought to be, tis 
exemplify*d by our Bleſſed Saviour's own Pattern 
herein, being recommended to our Imitation, 
DE 5.25. with injunction, that we ſo love our Wives as he 
levd his Church, and gave himſelf for it: which 
Love of Chriſt has the following Propertys. 
1. High-prizing and Eſtimation, a thing 
which 8 are too prone to be defective 
in, by lighting and undervaluing their Wives, 
as if they were the leaſt Jevratiten and moſt con- 
temptible of all others; 2. *Tis very tender, 
void of all Violence and Outrage, which many 
brutiſh Men too often expreſs in their rude 
and boiſterous Fury : but, ſays Paul, Fusbands, 
Cal. 3.19. love your Wives, and be not bitter againſt. en. 
3. *Tis kind and beneficial, engaging the 755 
858 to miniſter all he cau for the Lafery 
Protection of the Wife from Harm ies, 0 
Inter: 


9 


nterpoſing himſelf ” her | 
only fo, but to miniſter all he can for her Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction. This Chriſt did for his 
Church, and this Husbands muſt do for their 
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Wives, as they are part of themſelves, and toon 
be lod as ſuch. Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 


Ss + £ . * ? _ 
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Let 4 Man folove bis Wife as himſelf... sh % 
_ Aﬀecond Duty of the Husband to the Wife, r 
is that of Honour Give Honour to the Wife as to ipet. 3.3). 3 
the weaker Veſſel. Maintain a venerable Eſteem _ — 
of het, expreſs Reſpect and Generoſity towards 
her in your whole Behaviour. Conceal her 
Weakneſſes, and divulge nothing of hers but 
what may crown her with Reputation and 
Thirdly, Another Duty of the Husband . 
the Wife, is that of Maintenance; affording A 
her all things for her comfortable Subſ cas 
his State and Ability will well bear, freeing 
der from all Incumbrances which burden ber, 
and making her Partaker with himſelf in hs 
Privileges and Plenty. Anſwerable to P 
are the Dutys of the Wife towards her Huſ- 4 
band; which e 


—_— 


things: (i.) Love and Reſpect to his Perſon, — — == 
ſo as to delight in him, and to miniſter all ſhe 2 5% 
an for his Joy and Comfort. (2.) Fear, where 
by ſhe carefully and prudeatly ſhans and avoids. : "-, 
every thing that's diſpleaſing and offenſive to _—_— 
lim; in both which reſpects tis a Charge on 4 - 
the Wife to ſee that ſhe reverence her Husband: Eph. 4:33< 
2. Subjett;on and Obedience, not to diſpute 3 
ud brawl, to inſult and domineer, as too ma- „ 
ty fooliſh Women do; but to ſubmit them: 8 
flves in all things lawful and expedient, as . 
bis Will of God and their Duty ts, the Mai 
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MOT of "the Wife, the Wont being 
1 macde for che Man; and from the Example of 
xikxer. 3.7. holy Women of old, who were in ſubjection 
; SON N fs . Therefore, ſays St. 

5 , Pa ves, ſubmit your el ves to enn H, 
3 b. andi, as to the woe" ns rs þ * 
3. Helpfulneſs is another Duty of the Wife, 
inn what ſhe can to his advantage, as 
mes a meet Help, by Induſtry in ſuch Buſi- 

ness as is ſutable to her State In Ability; but 
eſpecially in managing the Affairs of the Houſe 
Ihe. in. * with Diſcretion and, Providence, ſpending her 
Ha time much at home, not ſquandring it abroad 
. in the Neighbours Houſes, or making unneceſ. 
| ſary Viſits, whereby Women often learn to be 
* rim. 5. idle, become Tatlers, Buß- Bodys, and Back- 
13. bi ters; which by all means muſt be avoided by 
Tir z. 5. 'em, as things diſhonourable to God and Reli. 
| gion, as alſo pernicious to their Husbands, 

and Haſteners of Poverty upon a Family. 

In fine, tis the Duty of a Wife quietly to 
; acquieſce i in every Change which may paſs upon 
her Husband's Fortune; to be content as wel 
to ſuffer with him as to rejoice with him, in 
Sickneſs and Health, in Want and Fulneſs 
Ik! beſe things are neceſſary on both hands, and 
call for Diligence in each Party, that they ma 
appear Heirs of the Grace of God, and tha 
! 1 Pet-3 7. their Prayers he not hinder d by domeſtick Broil: 
and unnatural Contentions between themſelve 
which are always deſtructive to the Comfort 
5 of that Relation, and happily ee b 
Chriſtian Diligence. 
A ſecond ſort of Dutys which Men. owe tt 
one another in a Family-Relation, are thoſ 
w high belong to us as Parents and MOR: 


PU 18 The 


i 


Gor his Bleſſing on em, and bis Fayour towards 
m; Feral em againſt and protecting em 
om all thoſe Exils to which by reaſon of their 2 


f without che Rod of Correction. © Prov. 2222 
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75 of Parents to their Children. 
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Nor are thoſe of Children towards their Pa- 

nts leſs ſolemn and incumbent, from the Law 

God and Gratitude, than the former. The 
Fon en y ISO 
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great Duty w dich ie owe ph 200 is. that 
of dae and the Obli ale 


K er ho 


T everenc X 
A lighting of obey 18 bog 
vere euts on apr C 
ding to thoſe Threatnings d nou 
94 20. „ Ldw: 306985 1. nh. 
1 750 n, they owe to their es he Duty 
=— * ws, of Obedience, ſubmitting themſelves to all their 
_ 6. 1- Commands which are not 8 to the Will 
of God. But when a Superiour, of what kind 
ſoever, ſhall preſume to require that of an In- 
bY feriour which God has forbidden, or to prohi- 
dit that which he has requir'd;. in ſuch . caſe, 
a i to be obey'd rather than Men. 
* N is a Duty owing to Parents; 
Which is not only a thankful Acknowledgment 
8 all their 1 Love and Care expreſs d in 
their Protection and Proviſion for Body and 
- Soul, but a requiting their Kindneſs and Bounty 
to us, in miniſtring to their Neceſſitys, when 
dy the Providence of God they are ke the 
. Weakneſs and Infirmitys of Old Age, or an! 
other Calamitys attending em, reduc'd and 
brought into Want. Eſpecially they muſt dili 
gently ſee that Poverty in Parents make em not 
Le Object of their Neglect and en 
paſs toa _ 
Third ſort of Dutys, which Men owe tc 
each other in a Family-Relation, viz. thoſe duc 
to Maſter and Servant. For beſides the Law o 
God, which e for * in this yu 
| ut 


Duty become dus to _ hor Cantat * 1 
and Covenant. Let Servants then know that Tim. 6 
they; oe to their Maſters Reſpect and " Honour, 5 5 
which is to think, ſpeak, and act towards em 4 
with Love and Reverence; and this purely as | 
they are gur Maſters, without any Reſpect had 
to their Qualifications, Worth, or Merit: 6. 6 1Pet.2.18 1 
whether they are religious or irreligiouus. e. 22. 

Again, diligent Obedience is due to Maſters; 4 : 
whereby. we don't only adhere. to and receive 
their Commands for directing us to our Work 
and Duty, but we diſpoſe our ſelves to the 
formance thereof, and to pleaſe em in all things , 
acco to the Will of "God; . avoiding Eye 
Service, which is to be no leſs diligent in Fal 

doing Service 


Abſence; than in their Preſence, 
more to pleaſe Chriſt than Men: And therefore | 
St. Paul tells us how we muſt ſerve; and that 
is, in Singleneſs of Heart, with Diligence or Good- Eph.6.5,7 
vill; at unto the Lord, and not to Men. 
Moreover, Fuſtice and Faithfiilrieſs' is duetoa . 
Maſter;; which Servants muſt expreſs by ſpeak- 

ing the Truth at all times with their Tongues, 

or elſe a Maſter may be betray d into a Miſtake 

to his damage. l e in the Servant oc- 8. 
aliens t the Damage Cuſtain d is wholly owing - vv 
to, and in Juſtice chargeable on him. Alfo in 4 
al his Actions, that the Buſineſs appointed him 
be done in its appointed time, or at leaſt that 
is time be apply d to that purpoſe, .and not 
ſpent in Play or idleneſs; for that can't be done 

without damage to his Maſter, whoſe all his 

Time is. Alſo in applying his Maſter's Goods 

* Mony to his Uſe and Intereſt only, accor- 

ling to his beſt Skill and Underſtanding; wichevt Ti. 2.10 
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2nd take Reproofs quiet » knowing that they 
=. are Servants,” and bound to Subjection; there. M 
az fore muſt not reply again. Tis rude in a Ser- A 
1 vant ſo to do, and tends only to provoke 1 4 
Alaſter's Diſpteaſure, and to promote Noiſe andi *Þ 
Contention, and often procures 7 5 ro 
© Blows : But St. Perer tells us, for the fitencing Ml ſe 
all Pleas for our Excuſe therein, that if we d tb 
well, and ſulfer patiently, it is well-pleaſing to God. ca 
But then Maſters alſo owe Dutys to their 
Servants: for tho they have the Advantage in 
State and Condition, and a Right to command 
and be obeyd, yet Maſters muſt take heed that 
=. -. all their Commands are lawful and reaſonable; 
_ neither ſinful in themſelves, ' nor ſuch as be 
| intpoſlible, cruel or extreme, making Servants 
- To ſerve with Rigour, by impoſing Tasks up- 
on em either above their Strength or Under 
ſtanding, but ſuch as may be done with mode 

rate Care and-\Induſtry. xy], 0 

Again, they muſt not only be merciful ii tt 
their Exactions, but mild and gentle, avoiding} * 

Epb. 5. 9. Brawling and Threatnings; and provide thing 

honeſt and convenient, for ꝰ em, ſuch as the A 
Col. 4. 1. poſtle terms juſt and iqual. You mult patient} C 
Iiy hearken to the juſt Complaints, and hot def W 
Ich 31.13, ſpiſe the Cauſe of your Man- Ser van tor Mail " 

44, 15. Servant; but in Righteouſneſs redreſs their Gric 

| voances, knowing that you have a Maſter: in He: 
ven, who when he viſits, how will you anſwef v 
him who avenges the Crys of the Oppreſs'd 
In fine, you muſt be very careful of th 
Souls of your Servants, which as they are 0 
„ incomparably more Worth than their Body. 
45 are to he prefer d above and before em, an 
Ec | in a ſpecial manger to be taken care for by us 
++" Hwy © #5 therefo 


* 


n ſpend convenient time < i ping the 
Holy 1 and unfolding to em the 2 2 
Mind of God contain d therein, in catechiſing 
* praying for em and with em, ſetting e | "4 
a pious Example in your own Gothierfation,” .  »- 
that the Ignorant may be inſtructed, the Er "23 er 
roneous reduc'd, and thoſe who oppoſe them | 
ſelves may be overcome and entirely won by 8 
the Charms of Religion and Godlineſs, main- 
tain'd and kept up in the Family. : 
And here let me intreat and beſeech you 2750 


are Maſters, to expreſs Charity in the Uſe of 


Diligence and Induſtry for furthering your Ser- _ 
vants Salvation, as ever you would render your, —_ 
Accounts to God with Joy about their Souls " & 328 
committed to your Charge. Were all theſe -..-o * 
things, briefly hinted to you, but duly obſerv- d 4 
and practis'd by one and another, how would 8 7 


God be e Religion adorn'd, and ev 
one edify d and comforted ! Thus T have ont 
with the relative Dutys, which I told you was 
the firſt thing about which Chriſtian n 
was to be imploy'd 1 paſs now in he” 


i; 

8 Place to the Dutys engine 70 us as 4 : 
ent. Chriſtians, under a more general Conſideration, 1 
de which I ſhall reduce to theſe four, 51. Ju 48 "WM 
| I, Fo our Fs. "OE God. „ 8 2 1 
Te: 2. To the Pe — Heal of - the Chur ch to 8 
(welt which we belong. >. 
z 3. To the Quiet of the State and Government 4 


under which we live. | 
4. To the Good of all Men with whom we | 1 

have to do. In doing theſe things well, Iam  _ « - i 

perſuaded a Chriſtian will find his whole Dili: 

Lene * 3 be imploy c. 

* N 4 „ 
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| .The t | is e of. God. Ahn 
\ en nd of his pe us a Being in the 
. 3 98 and more ef the Intendment 
0 . bis Bras << beſtom'd'0 on us, as Chriſtians ; 
0 bligation we are under to 
. 10, perform 3t It 2, * St, Paul directs, that whe- 
„ ther we eat bor. drink, er whatever we do, all m 
0 8 ons Fools Glory of Cad. x 
| "However þ know this, that glorifying God" Is 
not to door give any thing to him, whereby 
. Wi add to his. eſſential G N. 75 and Felicity. 
1 bow, he requires, he expects from us, not be- 

bp cauſe he wants it, or is better for it; who. is ſo 
0 infinitely, bleſs'd and perfect in himſelf, that 
1 he cay't Want any thing without himſelf, much 
leſs mortal Breat 

nc 748 13. Eleſh to, 


4, * 26 im, y 0 | - . 3 
a = 25 5 ory exalted above the Heavens. 
| ut 1. 
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1 F . 5 55 him with 
T command ring him with our 1 

and Lives to be what he is; as the Sa ro 
gautly expreſſes it, Sing forth the Honour of. bis 


Namet, make bis Praiſe Glorious. Now doi of 
this calls for theſe three things. TI 


1. That we maintain, right and wortly. Con- 


1 * ceptions of him, ſuch as. are ſtable. th the infi- 
3 nite Excellencys and Perfections of his Na- 
3 ture; whereby we reverence and admire him 


ee. 10. 4. as incomparable in his Incomprehenſibleneſs, 

Fiek. 8.4, Infiniteneſs, Almightineſs, Holineſs, Omniſci- 

: eace, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, and the like. 

Some think not of God at all; others think of 

him, but not aright. Therefore to ſuppreſs all 

falſe, unworthy, and blaſphemons Thoughts of 

. God, and to conceive of him as he is, is doubt- 

der 6-20 leſs IH glorify him ee aur N as Its _ 
| Words It, 6 


4464 We, 
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19 ly his Works of 
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ine and Ways to "Y biaWſhen d and evil- 
ſpoken, of. © (2.) That we vigorouſly o poſe 
| Þ rok All Powers, oppoſing the Intereſt and 
of God in the World. © and this we muſt 
3 de to, in mortifying the He, ſub- 
1 = oy Ts In us all Propenſions to Sin; ringing 
3 «down every Luſt, which exalts it ſelf, to the O- 
' , 1 © bedience of tbe Chriſt; always remembring 
=: that the'Fle on 4 different and ſepa- 
-» "Gals. 17. rate Intereſt to that of Chriſt's, for the Fl eh 
E N lust 4 againſt the Spirit. 
3 Ae Enemy to God's Intereſt and Ho- 
3 8 our Is * 1. in the Riches, Honours and 
ran 1 ny 3 How many 1 are dai - 
= 1 ts Charms id aſleep in its 
3 1481 Wine p uff 1d up with Pride Row! their 
Riches? ins po ſwelling with Ambition from 
their Honour! Others ready to fink and drown 
in the Quickſands of carnal Pleaſures? On the 
other hand, how many are carry'd away by the 
Impetus of their filthy” Laſts, baſely and cow. 
ardly*to quit the Int pelt of God; and others 
from the World's Frowns, threatning Con- 
33 tempt, Poverty, a Goal and Gibbet. But as 
i John 2. Chriſtians, are redeem'd from the World, let 
. ſuch 6ppoſe r by withdrawing their 
Alfſfections from it. hall we overcome it, 
be dead to it, and ch, as its Weapons can ne- 
ver hurt; for the World rarely wounds any, 
but ſuch as inordinately love it. 
Another Enemy to God's Intereſt and Ho- 
3 nour is the Devil, who never could endure the 
20.4.4 · Thoughts of a Superior to himſelf; who is call d 
1 Eph. 2. 2. the Gd of this World, the prince or Spirit who 
"EIB works in the Children of Diſobedience, who has 
1 eretted a Kingdom of Sin and Darkneſs: and 
_— : - _ualeſs Care be us'd, hel blind our Eyes, tans 4 
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0 —— St. Habs 7 es ihe Grit, 2 Per. q 


titan IT him fedfaſt'in the Faith. And 25 10. 


St. Fames allures us, that if we ze 
will flee. Theſe are Powers oppoſißg the ko- 
nour of God, which we muſt reſiſt 5 ſub- 
due. And then, 3 3 

3. As we would olorify God i in the Cour 


our Lives, we muſt conform to him Ry Obedi- 


_ ence to his. Commandments, doing always 


thoſe things which he has requir'd in his Word, 
viz. ſuch as theſe: The Conſideration of our 
Werke repenting and humbling our ſelves for 
Sin, Prayer to God in Chriſt's Name, acting 


Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, | 


in his Blood for Sanctification, and in his In- 
terceſſion for Acceptation ; rejoicing in the 
Lord, reading the Scriptures, holy Medita- 


tion, nere loing whatever our Hand finds — 


; to S 
All . we [moſt do, that unblamdable ""_ 
neſs, ſhining forth in all and every part of 
our Lives, they may anſwer to the Word, as 
in a Glaſs Face anſwers to Face; and appear as 
evidently to be a Draught of God's Word, as 
his Word is a Draught of himſelf; and ſo ſhall | 
we glorify him. But who can think of doing -': 
this SE ithour! Diligence, which can't be done 
without denying our ſelves thoſe things which 
are moſt pleaſing to the Fleſh, and Practiſing 
"IT $ which naturally are moſt irkſom to us? 
e next thing about which Chriſtian Dili- 
gence is to be exercis'd,” is a conſtant Endeavor 
to advance the Peace and Weal of the Church of 
God, to-which we belon 
you yy 6 na bound, by the Covenant which 
vou ſolemir * * WE which 
. you 


gas Members. To this 
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oy 1 . to Cod, the 
45 Souls. She has Enemys enough .w 
8 . Np rough Flt 
mer in the Body Natural miniſters in its 
3 for. the Benefit, of the Whole, as alſo the 
_ — — of FEAT pt no leſs which is 
3 mbers n 588 w 
 _ _ the Church of Obriſt. 
a veral Stations, that its once oy not — 9 
bat kept inviolable. Would Miniſters dili- 
ur. 12. Ka 0 Wait on their Miniſtry, without inter- 
'\ 2 3 with the Work and Buſineſs · 
=_.; hut "the State, 1 ly yes . of that 
85 odds, but both ho 
be better. og 
| X * ter ſecur 15 3 L 
3 The Church 
E Rom, 4 would: every one 
5 e. e 2 . ns — 
f rge upon us, to fallom t 8 
me for. Peace, and things. wherewith one 
ch. 4. 3.ed:fy-@n0ther, endeavouring to keep Vn 
=» . the Spirit in the Bond of Pane. 
3 Gals. 14. To diſturb tp Church's Peace by | Jars and 
= @Contentions,,ſullys. ber Beauty, ſpoils - her 
= Comfort, breaks her Bonds, and endangers her 
3 27 12. Ruin: For our Saviour tellaus, A. Houſe divi- 
„ *%* ded. againſt it ſelf cant fand. Diſorder. a 
Confulion' is conſequent to Diviſion and Dif- 
cord; and by this how are the Sincere griey'd ? 
the Weak made to ſtumble ? the Wicked bar- 
den'd ? the Devil gratif d? LAUREATE tre of 
the Church ae. rr have come in? 


83 who, — * leer 
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ms. her Peace, and promote it. Keep; bum 
ble under your 2 Attaioments: * . 


1 Deny - your. ſelves — 3 aha pxieve the _—_ 
Ch . 1 ſay, ſtudy tc be quiet, every ons 
min their own Buſineſs; that late e I 
Tor and Back- -biting may be avoided, 
Bfſos thereof, which are Feuds and Con- 
tention, prevented. Fill up your, Places at all Hebao.2g 
times in her Aſſembly, not in dem as tge 1 i 
manner of ſome is. Walk orderly, and be- 1 
have your ſelves — towards her without 1 Cor. 10 
Offence 3 and not only ſo, but. love ber, de- 5 . 
Wann her Peace and Prof- | 6 
_ perity. Contribute both of your Temporals”? ** 
and pirseuale for ber Weal and Support. Ne 
8 of her, and act in nothing 
doming Members of that Body of whi mods the. 
Chriſt is. the Head : So ſhall her Peace, be 
cur'd, and her Wigul advanc'd. e 55 1 
A Third bent on Chriſtians, is > 
to labour for the — and Tranquility of te 
Sete and Government under 3 they lie. 
= is no leſs neceſſary in its place than the 6 — 
1 er; and certainly ſuch as neglect it have 7 * = 
not learn'd of Chriſt, and are Strangers to hai | 
Holy Religion: for "if God made it the Duty _ . 1 
of Vis People Iſrael, when Captives in * "MY bk. | 
: — ede, ebe for the Peace of the Land where Gy oa 2 ol 4 
o can inſinuate that Chriſtians are * 'Y 
exempted from Putys of this kind without be- 5 2 
ing culpable ? eſpecially ſince the Chriſtian Lax; * Y 
O often enforces it, and * other things 
N cheſe — R * _ 


grey FL they ob e 
herefore. 
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= TY . + 4 2 5 Hh - the A por " honour 
4 . the King; which forbids us to entertain in our 
= Hearts any unworthy and diſreſpectful Thooghts * 
— 10. of their Perſons or Governments,” and re- 
I 2 quires us to ſpeak with that Reſpect, and act 
1 '*# with that awful Regard, which their — 
. and the Word of God call for; remembrin 
that it's made the Character of an Antic | 
er. 2.10. tian Te to deſp iſe Governments, and. to ſhed 
5 . 1 | evil of of Dion: 1. SIR. 
3 10 abjeftion ad Obedience, Which re- 
Aiuires either an active doing what is injoin' d, 
=? or à quiet ſuffering what they inflict, in caſe / 
== their Commands are ſuch as can't be obey d 
= with a good Conſcience towards God. In this - 
particular without doubt, that once celebrated 
Doctrine of Nor-reſiſtatice, ſo baſely thrown 
out of doors by the furious Patrons of it to 
. ſerve a turn, when themſelves were touch'd in 
2 a ſenſible part, muſt take place. For 1 know | 
nothing on this ſide the Grave can diſcharge us 
from chis Service but one, which, bleſſed be 
God, our Sovereiga abhgrs the Thoughts: of, 
as much as her People do. All their Com- 
mands which are not ſinful muſt be 'obey'd. 
We muſt rather diſpenſe with 'our own Hu- 
N mour, than the Command of our Sovereign: 
ipete. 3. For the Goſpel-Canon is, Submit your. ſelves to 
tz. ver Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſale. * 
5 3. To a ready and chearful Contribution 
of our Wealth and Treaſure to ſupport the 
Government, paying all Taxes legally impos d 
on us: For doubtleſs Princes have a Right to 
L | their Subjects Treaſures for that purpoſe, ſince | 
3 our bleſſed Saviour (tho he was free nay 5 
1 work a Miracle rather than give Offence, by 
1 ROE to Pay Tribute to the Kings of - 
_, | Eart 2 
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are duly. call'd,, according to our beſt Under- 

_—_ TY, with Diligence and Pd 
fulneſs. And, 5. By putting up frequent and 
fervent Prayers to God for our Governors, ac- 


cording to the Exhortation of the OE : 1Tim-2.1; 
And that our Queen may be protected by lk Þ' 
in her Royal Perſon, from Conſpiracys and #8 
Treaſons at Home and Abroad; that She may ""_ 
more and more be repleniſt'd with all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding ; that in the Ex- 
erciſe of her Dominion, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace may kiſs each other, let all her Subjects 
pray; and earneſtly endeavour under her to lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, that both ſhe and her Govern- 
ment may be quiet and proſperous. bs 
A Fourth Thing appertaining to us Chriſtians, 
is, that we do what Good we can ro all Men 
with whom we have to do, without reſpe& to 
their Condition, as being Godly or Ungodly, 
Friends or Enemys; not doing to them as they 
do, but as we would have them do to us; and 
as we have Ability and Opportunity doing 
em good, tho they do us evil; expreſſing Love, 
Charity and Benignity towards em. And 
where our Mercy and good Will can't reach em 
for their Benefit, let us pray to God to hand _ 
' a Portion to em for Relief both of Soul and 
Body: So ſhall we be like the ever-bleſſed le-. 
ſus, who went about doing Good, and has de- 
clar d Generoſity and Kindneſs to be the Pro- 7 
perty of God, and made it the Duty of eve. 
ry Chriſtian, ſaying, Love your Enemys, bleſs them Mat. 3. 44. 
who eurſe you, do good to them who hate you, and. 1 
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ligion -(which Ait A nothing 'diſhonoura- 
por tp ps. to Men, bat com- 
and therefore the more 


ili is to be imploy'd, 1 now pant 
The lat thing I proper: to do, _ 
offer ſome Arguments to engage every one of 
us to the Praftice of ' Chriſtian Diligence; 
which, as you' . 
our Comfort here, and Happineſs er; 
with which Pl conclude... ee +. 
The Firſt is taken from a | 
 Inconveniences and Miſchiefs which proceed 
Stoth, and the want of Chriſtian Dili 
By Idieneſs we cheriſh an evil and ſinful Frame 
e eee 
fo 18 to lay, t Co 
cence and Luxury is kindled; and our bleſſed 
'\ Star. 13. Saviour tells us, that while Men ſlept, the Enemy 
ow'd Tares. Tis a Seaſon which we put into 
the Devil's Hand, to forge his Deſign 8 
and to fix his Temptations on us. 
bring all into Diſorder, as the pts Man: b- 
ſerves; Iven oy the Field of the Storhful, and 22 
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lo "rwas' grown over Thorns, and Nettles cor 305 105 
r. ir by 2 wr: — 4 
much Slo es the Bualding eccyo, Eccleſ 100. 
and timo the Idleneſs of the Hand the Houſe drops 8. | 
thro. Hereby we bring Poyerty and Miſery on 
our ſelves; and how ſhould it be otherwiſe, ſince 
the Hand which ſhould be at the Plow is in the Prov. 32 
Boſom, and he who will not plow becauſe tis 24. & 20. 
cold, ſhall beg in Harveſt, and have mrbing #/By# 
Sloth we not only miſs the Opportunity of get-:. "WM; 
ting what we want, but we loſe what we have. | 
_ Chriſtians have not ſuch a Stock hut it may be 
exhauſted; for it's true, as well in Spirituals as 
Temporals, that he who is ſlothful in his Work, 15 ese 
Brother to lim who is 4 great Waſter. | 
In a word, Kdienefer makes the Body lank, the 
Spirit faint, and the Soul miſerable; all which 
might hap pily have been prevented by Chriſtian 
Dilig — 1 Oh! for want thereof, and by 
playing fiſt and — with God, how has our 
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wounded ? How — our Graces been we- 1 
kend, and the Holy Spirit griev'd'!? How have "23 


we loſt the Soul- refreſning Smiles of God's Coun» + 
tenance, and heart-chearing Communion with - '. 
him, and nom go mourning all the Day, com- 
plaining that he hides his Face from us. Surely 
tis becauſe we have been remiſs, cold and life- „ 
leſs in our Motions towards him, and not been a 
diligent in ſerving of him. 1 
Secondly,Conſider that by Diligence i ICs. _ 

tianity we ſhall obtain the Bleſſing, and be ren- "MY 
dred happy: for, as Wiſdom ſpeaks, The Hand i: 
of the Diligent makes Rich, his Tho Though s tend. uf . 5. 
Plenteoufteſs, and his Soul ſball be at. How & 33 4 
pleaſant in Duty, and ly in Expectation is 

e e Man! How abundant i is his Eee * 4 


== 5 TY eee of his wit 'Conſcience and 
"= © © his'Confidence towards God} "Towhar height of 
Brace does he arrive, to what: pitch: of Holibeſs- 
does he attain, who with St. Paul; preſſes for- 
"2060 rowards the Mark! What Settledne is of 
| State does he acquire, and how thro the Exer - 
ciſe of his Senſes does he taſte the Sweetnels of 
8 Communion with God his Saviour! With what 
2 Facility does he diſpatch Duty, and, bring 
forth a Progeny of Good Works, the cleareſt 
and beſt Evidences of his Fai tl! 
Diligence will make us fruitful in Righteouſ- 
nefs, Peaceable in our ſelves, and procure: us E- 
desc and Approbation both with God and 
Prov. Man; for he who is diligent: in his Buſineſs," ſhall 
29. ſtand before Kings, and not before mean Men. Nay, 
fuch is the Power and Excellency! of Diligente, 
that by it much Work is done in little time 
There is nothing ſo difficult but conſtant La. 
bour will attain to it, and conquer all Op 
tion which hinders the Accompliſhment c it. 
But the want of Induſtry ĩs the true Reaſon 
why: ſo many Chriſtians do ſo little, and fall ſo 
far ſhort of thoſe Degrees in Knowledg and Ho- 
Uneſs,which otherwiſe they might have come to: 
uf. r. as our Apoſtle tells the Hebrews, that fur the 
| time they might have been Teachers of others, and 
yet had need that ſome ſhould teach them the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of God. He tells 
'em, twas owing to their Dullneſs that they 
neren not to Maturity and full Age, but conti- 
Ver. 11, nu'd in the State of Babes, having not their 
1 * be 4 exercis'd by uſe ro diſcern Good and Evil. 
| \ Thirdly, Conſider that Diligence in our Chriſ- 
5 tian Calling will clothe us with a Luſtre and Ex- 
cellency above others: Fhe more we excel in Ho- 
oy Emulation, the nearer we come to, and with 
- more LION? _— the moſt noble and ex 
cCellent 


cellent-Creatu Wt 101 Ai 
its Che, which "Ss Royal Prophet compares: 

to a frong Man rejoicing to run his Rare! No- rl. 19. 35 
thing ſhort. of A ightineſs can. op. his le- | 
tion. — the Angels, far more / glotious Crea - 
tures, who can congeive of their Swiftneſs and. | 
Celerity! Ho active and ſpeedy are they in 
even bert of their holy Employment! They, _ 

are ſaid to have ſix W'ings, and with two thay ts. 6 2: 
fly, Fer — Swiftneſs-in. . 


ence. ' There are no Loiterers before the Throne. 
are 


Vea, ſuch Chriſtians as excel in Dili 


moſt like God and Cwiſt, whom to be like is J 
our trueſt Honour and greateſt |Happineſs: - Ini _ 
Creation God ceas'd not to work; till he fi- Gen. 2.3: 
niſh'd the ſame in ſuch perfect Order as that ze 

nc'd every part of it very good, and be- _ 
comiygthe Winden and — of ſuch an — ' 
7 2 60 — 


Man's Privil ge to _ the beſt —— | = +. *W4 
his Rule, and pureſt Patterns for bis Imitation, „ 
ſo ' tis <a kts 63h and Honour to come 1 
up to, and do the life reſemble em; 5 which by I, I 
Chriſtians can never do but by Diligence and — 
Activity in Religion and Godlineſs, wherein _ 
they are call'd upon to be Followers of God. as Eph. 5. 1. 
oo, Children. And our Bleſſed Saviour aſſures .::', Þ MK: 
m, that if here they follow him in the Regene- Mar. 19. 

on, he will advance em to inherit Honour, 28. 
10 to 2 a Throne of Glory hereafter. | * 
A Fourth thing which may enga | SY 
Chriſtian Diligence, is the Bleſſedneſs. of the 1 
End bereto it tends. For if it be rightly 1 
pig d, ſincere and conſtant, twill be recom- 
us d. with the great Bleſſings. of . SF 
here, and Glory re Wher efere (ys & der 2 


196) he rarker — — e all 


[your Calling and El 
* 81 Nx Entrance ſhall be "T* 
=—_ the everlaſting i Kingdom of ou 8 Fon 
RED Chriſt.” What can hoy more plain to-the 


purpoſe, than that Diligence and Induſtry in 
e Virtue and Godlineſs Grblch: has the Promiſe 
= of the Liſe which now is, and of that which is 
do come) ſhall furniſh the pious Man with the 
_ Comforts of Aſſurance here, and crown him 
| witch Happineſs for ever? For the word 8 0 
refers directly to Diligence before exhorted to, l 
=... as that which qualifies a Chriſtian for Entrance ſo 
=... into the Celeftial Region.. N 
hBantĩ here let me tell yon, 4 Chriſtian does not E w 
| merit or — — any Deſert of 
his Diligence; and what Connection there is ce 
between 1 igence and Aſſurance, Induſtry and ſe 
Glory, is only of Grace 5 as St. Paul expreſiy I tr. 
b. 2.8. — — B/ Gee ye are ſav'd rhro 
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1 Faith, and that not of youy ſelves. Where a Re- ac 
= ward becomes ours by Merit, the Service which tie 
we perform muſt bear 4 fall 1*Proportiot of fu 
1 Worth and Value to the Reward; but here's I bu 
1 none: and if there were a Proportion, a and ug W. 
1 one were adequate to the other, {til there's 4 
2 reaſon to talk of Merit, becauſe the Work is is Hur 
* not done by our own Stren gth, but by the he 
I phil. Strength of Chriſt ; God working in us both to he 

will and to do according to his own Good Pleaſure. da 


In a word, when all is done, Heaven is the b,. 
Purchaſe of Chriſt, and the Gift of God; and MW m 
he Who receives ĩt not as a” Gift, muſt for ever th 
£0 without it. But tho Chriſt has purchas'd 

3 An Entrance into the Ki dom, and God will W nc 

Y * freely give it, yet *tis fit ſhould give it to l 

1 whom, and in what way beſt pleaſes him. And 

20 has ks not ated and ſettled the * in 2 5 
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Diligence. 
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1 Chriſtian 
he will give Heayem as a Reward,. vis: next to _ 
Faith in Chriſt, and” applying his, 1 uſ- | 
neſs, the 4 box fincere Diligence, in Chriſtia- ... ...: 
nity ? He beſtows the Recompence not for 
Diligence, nor without it, but in the. Uſe of 
it; as the Pſalmiſt well expreſles it, in Keeping PE. 19.11. 
thy Commandments there is great Reward, A 9 
Fifth Conſideration is the Shortneſs and Un 
certainty of our Time in this World, to do ſo 3-30 
great a Work as infuring the Happineſs of a 9 
glorious and eternal Reward. Were we ſure of | *Y 
living as long as Merhuſelah, we might have 1 
ſome colour for penn Diligence in Reli- — 
gion till another Century of our Age, tho there "Mi 
would be no wiſdom in our ſo doing. But 29 
ſince our Time is. ſhort at longeſt, and its Un- 
certainty ſuch, that no Man can promiſe him- Pro 
ſelf a Morrow, what wretched Folly is it to 
trifle in the great Work-of God and our Souls! 
Tho God be fo gracious thro Chriſt, as to 
accept of ſincere Endeavours, yet how vexa- 
tious and cutting will a Reflection on our wil- 
ful Neglects be, when we come to die! What 
but this once made e Lady to offer a 
e world of Wealth for an Inch of Time! And 
0 a virtuous Gentlewoman of my Acquaintance, 
is upon my entring the Chamber to viſit her in 
e W her laſt Sickneſs, cry'd out in the Bitterneſs of 
ro WM her Soul, ſaying, O Sir, I muſt not live, and 1 
; dare not die. Tis certain that nothing can am 
e Death with Terrours, and make him more for- 
d midable and dreadful in his March towards us, 
than a Conſciouſneſs of miſpent tine. 
d Let us then apply the little Time before us, 
ll MW not to the Gratification' of our ſenſual Appe- a 
0 WF tites, but for glorifying God, in whoſe hands ef. 31. 1. 
d WF our Time is. And a due Thoughtfulneſs of the _ 
5 Uncertainty of it, will excite and quicken us 
E | N be . 8: ETD © 3: e : to 
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1 improve ir for the beſt purpoſes ; as we may 
learn from that affe&ionate Option of the Lord 


r foriſrad, faying, 0 that they were wiſey,thar the 


* 


| «derived this, that they would conſider their lat- 
 -  -, Fer end! Had they done this, it would have 
maken 'em from their brutiſh Courſes, and en- 
Bae e With Diligence to their God and 
— ty. This was the Improvement which Me- 

_ 1 made of that r Mortality which he ſaw 

_, == in the Wilderneſs, when ſo many thouſands 
= | were {ſuddenly cut off, and unexy | 


e pectedly ſent 


Bod, who had ſo ſignaliz'd is Juſtice and diſ- 
77 his Power and Wrath on the wilful 
Waſters of Time and Grace, that they who 
were ſpar'd might learn to employ their Time 
Pſ.90. 12. better, ſaying, So teach us to number our days, 
' as to apply our Hearts to Wiſdom, © 
Again, Conſider that as your Time is ſhort, 
' fo your Work for Heaven and Glory will not 
laſt long. An end will quickly be put to our 
Pray ing and watching, to our ſtriving. and 
Working, to our fighting and bleeding. The 
Race will quickly be run, and our weariſom 
Marches will ſoon be over. Death puts an end 
to the golden Seaſon and Opportunity for Di- 
ligence. There's no working in the Grave, 
which waits for us; therefore Solomon excite 
us, from the Shortneſs of our Time, that what 
Eccl. . io. ever our Hand finds to do, we do it with our might 
becauſe there is no Work, Knowleds, Device, 19 
Wiſdom in the Grave, mwhither we are goins. 
The laſt thing which I'll propoſe for inga 
ging us to Chriſtian Diligence, is, how void 0 


we ſhall be in the great Day, if we neglect i 
Can we imagine that God takes no notice 0 
pur wretched trißing with him, and that h 
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in their Rebellions to Corruption; he prays. to 


Apology we ſhall be left, and how inexculabl 


ment; when every Mask ſhall be pull'd from 
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will Newer end us to an Account; or if be „ 
that will be as eaſy to impo 25 upon him as 
*tis upon Men, who can only Hudg according to 
Appearance, and do often take Shadows for Sub- 
ſtance? But be not deceiv'd, God is not ee, Gal. 
What a Man ſows, that ſhall hereap- © $ 
Sirs, Believe it, God will bring us to Jodg- 


our Faces, and hypocritical Girments ſhall be 
rent from our Shoulders; when we muſt be ſer. 
in a true light before God, Angels and Men; 
when 'twill be demanded, Why ſuch a Sin was 
not ſubdu'd, why ſuch a Temptation was not 
reſiſted, why ſuch a Duty was not perform'd, 
and why Diligence therein was ſo neglected ? | 
What can you offer for your ſelves ? * Comes 
bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons. = 

We may plead ; but alas! what ſhall we urge Rev. 2. 21; 

our Excuſe ? Shall we plead Want of 

Time? How falſe and vain is that, ſince we 
were not diligent in the time which we had ! 
Shall we plead our natural Proneneſs to Sin and 
Sloth? That's what we choſe and cheriſh'd. 
"Twill ap our Fault, but no Excuſe, as we 
did not firive and pray againſt it. Shall we 
urge Weakneſs, and Want of Grace? How 
fruitleſs will that be, when 'twill appear that 
we neglected to uſe what we had, and refus d 
Grace in the frequent Tenders and Offers of 
it? Shall we plead our Privileges, the exter- 
nal Services which we have done, and the 
Works which we have wrought in Chriſt's 
Name? What will thoſe avail, tho we could 
caſt Devils out of others, whilſt we nouriſh'd Mat. 7.22, 


a llothful Frame in our ſelves, and were Workers a3. wo 
of. Inquiy? | — 

Finally, Shall we venture to arraign the - 
erer bleed God, and po Chriſt wah "ns. _— 


6 oY” . . Maſter, extreme and rignons . 
—_ "Wy \ mot only be vain, but horribly; impious: 
oer God reaps um bene he — ſown... He pou 
=. quires: not the Improvement of more than we 
1 1 06: haue. Twas the Want of this which exclu- 
=. " Mat-25-9, ded the fooliſh, Virgins from entring, and ſent! 
. 10, 17, theugprofitable Servant bound hand _—_ foot 
| - 4 e bo che Oonfines of outer Darkneſs. 
1 2); Sirs, conſider how wretched: vor State | 
_ .. - will be, when upon a fair Trial we are found 
guilty, and can offer nothing in out own De- 
tence, but what will appe ar falſe and fruitleſs; 
and ſo come to be gaſt in Judgment, and there- 
on to 1 for ever 12 the Glory of 
Heaven (a Happi N p55 opos d to Surialan to 
3 make em dili 17 — ſent away with Tr 
3 of Devils and reprobate Men, to lie down in 
3 the Miſerys of an ealclels and reſtleſs State in 
= the Infernal Lake, and to inhabit the Regions 
ved everlaſting Burnings; and this for want of 
—_ Chriſtian Diligence, Which we have ſhewn you is 
not a vain and fruitleſs thing, but ſhall beblelsd 
with Aſſurance here, and Happineſs hereafter. 
To conclude 3 That you may eſcape that Mi- 
ſery, and obtain this Happineſs, we, Ret our 
=. _ Apoſtle, earneſtly deſtre that every ane of you do 
= ſhew the ſame Diligence to the full Aſſurance of 
F . Hope to the end; that ye be not flothful, but Fol- 
Towers of them who thro Faith and Patience inherit 
the Promiſes. And that you may do this, we'll 
WW Heb. 13. not ceaſe to pray, with him, That the God of | 
20, 21. Pence, who brought again from the Deud our Lord | 
= Feſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro 
+ 7:14 the" Blood. of the everlaſting Covenant, would' ikke | 
1 46 you. perfect in every. Good Work ta ds his Will, 
 , working in you that which is well-pleaſing in his 
3 2 thro Je ſus 1 te whom be eh Yor ever 
: "m =, , and <> Aen. * l os, wk . 279 
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